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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS, 

DECEMBER,  1936. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  School  Medical  Officer, 

Administrative  Tuberculosis  Officer,  Medical  Superintendent  of  Corporation  Hospitals  : 

JOHN  INNES,  m.d.,  d.p.ii. 


Assistant  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

Clinical  Tuberculosis  Officer, 

V.D.  Medical  Officer  : 

Albert  H.  Hf.yworth,  m.b.,  ch.b.,  d.p.h. 

Assistant  School  Medical  Officer  : 

Norah  Mills,  m.d.,  ch.b. 

Assistant  Resident  Medical  Officers  : 

(Birch  Hill  Hospital) 

John  H.  Garnett,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p. 

Joseph  Canning,  m.b.,  ch.b.,  b.a.o.,  b.sc. 

Lay  Administrative  Officer  : 

Vaccination  Officer  : 

Fred  SchofieldJ 

Meat  and  Dairy  Inspector  : 

S.  Hennings.* || 

Removal  and  Disinfection  Officers  : 

J.  J.  Dowd,  E.  Bridge. 

Health  Visitors  (Tuberculosis)  : 

Miss  C.  HoLT*t  and  Mrs.  M.  L.  Gali.imore*. 

School  Nurses  : 

Misses  M.  Ingham*  E.  Maxim*,  E.  Fulham 

E.  Greenwood*!^  and  G.  Petrie 
(Dental  Assistant). 


Principal  Medical  Officer  : 

(Birch  Hill  Hospital) 

Harry  Crossley,  m.b.,  ch.b.,  d.p.h. 

Assistant  Medical  Officer  for  Maternity  Schemes  :\ 
Kenneth  A.  Evans,  l.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p.,  l.m.( 

Assistant  Medical  Officer  for  Child  Welfare, 

Ven.  Dis.  Medical  Officer, 

Assistant  School  Medical  Officer  (Part  Time)  : 
Lois  A.  L.  Kippen,  m.b.,  ch.b.,  d.p.h. 

Dental  Surgeon  (Schools)  : 

A.  G.  Walker,  l.d.9. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector, 

Inspector  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  : 

Albert  E.  Duncan. J 

Assistant  Sanitary  Inspectors  : 

A.  Turner*||,  A.  Symons*.  G.  DonnJ.I 
R.  TaylorJ. 

Health  Visitors  and  Infant  Protection  Visitors  .1 
Misses  N.  DixoN*f,  L.  Lord*-)-,  E.  A| 
Johnson*-^,  S.  M.  CiiiLDE*|f,  F.| 
Ru.EY*tH  and  H.  Carter*|. 


Hospital  Matrons:  Miss  H.  Copeland* (Birch  Hill). 

Miss  G.  M.  Wilkinson*  (Marland). 
Miss  E.  Burgess*  (Springfield). 

PART  TIME  OFFICERS. 


Visiting  Surgeon  (Birch  Hill  Hospital): 

J.  C.  Jefferson,  m.b.,  b.s.,  f.r.c.s. 

Obstetric  Consultant : 

E.  A.  Gerrard,  m.b.,  ch.b., 
m.c.o.g.. 

Pathologist  : 

J.  S.  POOLEY,  M.A.,  M.R.C.S., 

L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 

Dental  Surgeon  (Hospitals) : 

H.  Senior  Ashworth,  l.d.9. 

Public  A  nalyst  : 

S.  E.  Melling,  f.i.c. 

Ophthalmic  Surgeon  : 

Philip  A.  Harry,  m.d.,  d.p.h. 


Radiologist  : 

Alan  Richardson,  m.b.,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p. | 

Laryngologist: 

V.  F.  Lambert,  f.r.c.s.,  m.b.,  ch.b. 

District  Poor  Law  Medical  Officers  and  Public 
Vaccinators  : 

W.  H.  Carse,  m.b.,  c.m. 

J.  G.  Standing,  m.b.,  c.m. 

A.  Lomas,  m.b.,  ch.b. 

H.  G.  Ramsbottom,  l.r.c.p.,  l.r.c.s. 

Veterinary  Surgeon  : 

Robert  Herbert,  m.r.c.v.s. 

Vaccination  Officers  : 

H.  Campbell,  W  M.  Law,  II.  Booth  | 


Municipal  Midwives  :  M.  Bennett,  K.  CouPEf,  G.  CusiiENf,  M.  C.  GROARKEf,  A.  Burhows|| 

M.  WooDf. 

§  Certificate  of  Society  of  Massage  and  Medical  Gymnastics. 

New  Health  Visitor's  Certificate  (Royal  Sanitary  Institute). 

•  Certificate  of  General  Nursing.  t  C.M.B.  Certificate  of  Midwifery. 

J  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  Certificate,  (Sanitary  Inspector). 

||  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  Certificate,  (Meat  and  Foods). 
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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee  of 
the  County  Borough  of  Rochdale. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  my  Fifth  Annual  Report  on  the  Health 
Conditions  of  the  Borough,  and  the  Report  on  the  Medical  Inspection  of  School 
Children  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1936. 


The  Report  has  been  prepared  on  the  lines  indicated  by  the  Ministry  of 
Health’s  Circular  1561,  which  states  that  the  Report  should  contain  as  a 
minimum  : — 

(a)  Information  with  regard  to  the  matters  specified  in  the  Appendix  1 

to  the  Circular,  set  out  as  far  as  possible  in  the  order  there  given, 
under  the  main  heads  : — 

Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area  ; 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services  in  the  Area  ; 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area ; 

Housing ; 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food  ; 

Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over,  Infectious  and  Other 
Diseases. 

(b)  A  statement  of  any  noteworthy  conditions  prejudicial  to  the  health 

of  the  area  which  have  not  been  adequately  dealt  with  in  Special 
Reports  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

(c)  A  statement  of  any  special  action  taken  during  the  year  in  the  area 

to  arouse  public  interest  in  the  prevention  of  ill  health,  or  the 
importance  of  early  treatment. 

(d)  A  summary  of  important  Special  Reports,  if  any,  made  during  the 

year,  including  those  which  have  been  separately  transmitted  to 
the  proper  authorities. 

The  first  portion  of  this  Report  is,  as  usual,  statistical  in  character.  It 
shows  a  similar  birth-rate  to  that  recorded  last  year,  which  latter  was  the  second 
lowest  rate  on  record  for  Rochdale. 

The  death-rate  shows  an  increase  as  compared  with  last  year’s  rate,  which 
was  well  below  the  average  for  the  last  10  years. 

As  compared  with  last  year  the  maternal  mortality  rate  shows  an  increase, 
although  the  figures  may  still  be  considered  relatively  satisfactory.  It  is  all 
the  more  satisfactory,  therefore,  to  note  that  the  still-births  and  infant  deaths 
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show  a  very  definite  decrease  as  compared  with  last  year.  It  is  to  be  noted  that 
the  continuing  high  infant  death  rate  was  causing  some  concern  and  was  the 
subject  of  a  special  Report  in  the  1935  Annual  Report. 


There  have  been  no  notable  epidemics  in  the  borough  during  the  year, 
although  an  epidemic  of  influenza  which  had  been  prevalent  in  the  South  of 
England  began  to  affect  Rochdale  at  the  end  of  December. 

All  the  compulsorily  notifiable  diseases  showed  a  decrease  in  incidence  as 
compared  with  last  year,  with  the  exception  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis. 
Whooping  cough  and  measles,  which,  on  the  other  hand,  were  in  excess  of  last 
year’s  cases,  both  being  prevalent  together  in  the  late  spring. 

Amongst  the  more  important  developments  in  the  Public  Health  Service 
during  the  year  may  be  noted  : — 

1. — The  formation  of  a  “  Five  Year’s  Plan  ”  for  necessary  extensions 

and  additions  to  the  Hospitals,  particularly  Birch  Hill  and  Mar- 
land  Hospitals  ; 

2.  — Further  co-ordination  of  the  Maternity  Services  ; 

3  _ Meetings  with  representatives  of  the  Board  of  the  Rochdale  Infirmary 

to  ensure  co-operation  between  the  two  bodies  ; 

4  _ The  formulating  of  a  Scheme  for  the  local  operation  of  the  Midwives 

Act,  1936,  following  upon  conferences  with  the  interested  bodies 
in  the  town  ; 

5. — Various  steps  taken  to  simplify  the  financial  considerations  involved 
in  the  maintenance  of  patients  at  Birch  Hill  Hospitals. 

The  procedure  under  the  Ministry’s  “  Five  Year’s  Plan  ’  for  Slum  Clear¬ 
ance  and  for  the  abatement  of  overcrowding  was  actively  pursued  durmg  the 
year. 

During  the  year  a  considerable  number  of  Acts,  Regulations  and  Orders 
were  passed  or  came  into  force  ;  amongst  those  affecting  the  health  of  the  public 
may  be  noted  the  Public  Health  Act  of  1936,  which  is  mainly  a  consolidating 
Act,  the  Housing  Act  of  1936  of  the  same  nature,  the  Midwives  Act,  1936,  the 
Employment  of  Women  and  Young  Persons  Act  of  1936,  the  Milk  (Special 
Designations)  Order,  1936,  together  with  various  Memoranda  on  the  Super¬ 
vision  of  Young  Children. 

In  submitting  this  Report  I  wish  to  acknowledge  the  encouragement  and 
sympathetic  support  which  have  been  extended  to  me  by  the  Chairman  and 
Members  of  the  Health  Committee. 
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I  would  also  acknowledge  the  loyalty  and  co-operation  of  the  members  of 
my  Staff.  Once  again  I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Schofield,  Lay  Administrative 
Officer,  and  to  Mr.  Duncan,  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  for  much  work  in  the 
preparation  of  this  Report. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Public  Health  Offices, 
May  31st,  1937. 
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STATISTICS. 


Year  ended  31st  December,  1936. 


9,553 

93,250 

25,487 

£2,094 

£553,726 


Total 

M. 

F. 

Live  Births. — Legitimate 

'  1037  ... 

532  .. 

.  505 

Illegitimate 

"59  ... 

27  .. 

32 

1096 

559 

537 

Area  (in  acres)  . 

Registrar-General’s  Estimate  of  Resident  Population,  mid-year  1936 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (Census  1931)  ...  . 

Estimated  sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  . 

Rateable  Value,  . 


Birth-rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  11.8 
Still-births  42 — Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  ...  36.9 

Total  M.  F. 

Deaths .  1408  ...  712  ...  696 

Death-rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  15.1 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  4. 

'i  r  ,  [  Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  3.51 
Other  Puerperal  Causes  4  )  r 

Death-rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age. 

All  infants  per  1 ,000  live  births  .  69 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  .  68 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  .  85 


No.  of 
Deaths 

Rate  per  1,000 
of  population 

1935 

1936 

1935 

1936 

Measles 

3 

1 

0.03 

0.01 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

3 

0.01 

0.03 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years)  . . 

10 

8 

0.11 

0.08 

Other  Principal  Zymotic  Diseases 
Respiratory  Diseases  (excluding  Pulmon- 

8 

3 

0.08 

0.03 

ary  Tuberculosis) 

156 

185 

1.66 

1.98 

Tuberculosis  of  the  Respiratory  System  . . 

57 

49 

0.61 

0.53 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

6 

17 

0.06 

0.18 
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Poor  Law  Relief. 

The  following  information  as  to  the  number  of  persons  receiving  Relief  on 
December  31st,  1936,  and  the  amount  of  cash  payments  during  the  year,  com¬ 
pared  with  the  corresponding  figures  for  1935,  has  been  kindly  supplied  by  the 
Public  Assistance  Officer 

During  the  year 
ended  Dec.  31st 
1936  1935 


No.  of  Persons  in  receipt  of  Institutional  Relief 
Amount  paid  as  Domiciliary  Relief  : — 

(a)  Able-bodied  Persons  relieved  on 

412 

442 

account  of  unemployment 
(b)  Poor  Relief  (aged  and  infirm,  etc., 

£19,786 

...  £22,086 

persons) 

No.  of  Persons  in  receipt  of  Domiciliary  Relief 

£19,293 

...  £15,578 

(excluding  vagrants)  during  the  last 

week  in  December 

2,450 

2,698 

National  Health  Insurance. 

The  following  information  as  to  the  number  of  insured  persons  in  the 
Borough  and  the  cost  of  medicines  for  the  insured  population  has  been  kindly 
supplied  by  the  Clerk  to  the  Insurance  Committee  : — 


Year  ended 

Dec.  31st, 

1936 

1935 

(1)  Total  number  of  Insured  Persons  in 

the 

borough  on  October  1st 

.  .  . 

49,985  .. 

49,260 

(2)  Number  of  Prescriptions  made  up  for 

the 

Insured  Population 

.  .  . 

243,926  .. 

223,725 

(3)  Annual  Cost  of  Drugs,  Medicines 

and 

Appliances  for  Insured  Population 

.  .  . 

£8,363  .. 

.  £7,581 

Unemplo  yment. 

We  are  indebted  to  the  Manager  of  the  Employment  Exchange  for  the 
following  information  as  to  unemployment  in  the  Rochdale  County  Borough 
and  the  adjoining  district  of  Wardlc.  Figures  for  Rochdale  only  are  not  avail¬ 
able.  The  average  number  of  persons  on  the  Register  during  the  year  ended 
December  31st,  1936,  is  shown  in  the  Table  below,  in  comparison  with  the 
averages  for  the  last  three  years  : — 


Year 

Total 

Men 

Women 

Juveniles 

1933 

,..  11,058 

7,097 

3,641 

320 

1934 

7,152 

4,709 

2,188 

255 

1935 

6,660 

4,674 

1,772 

214 

1936 

5,307 

4,150 

1,037 

120 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Area  and  Population  of  the  Borough. 

The  borough  has  an  area  of  9,553  acres,  with  an  estimated  population  of 
93,250,  as  compared  with  an  estimated  population  of  94,100  in  1935.  Excluding 
the  districts  of  Norden  and  Bamford,  added  to  the  Borough  in  October,  1933, 
the  resident  population  at  the  Census,  April,  1931,  was  90,278. 

Live  Births. 

There  were  1,096  live  births  (males  559,  females  537)  registered  last  year 
as  belonging  to  Rochdale,  as  compared  with  1,094  in  the  year  1935,  and  an  average 
of  1,205  during  the  years  1926-35. 

Still  Births. 

42  were  registered,  as  against  76  the  previous  year,  and  an  average  of  64 
during  the  eight  years  since  compulsory  registration  came  into  operation. 

Illegitimate  Births  numbered  59,  or  5.4  per  cent,  of  the  total  live  births. 
In  the  year  1935  the  percentage  was  5.1. 

The  Live  Birth-rate  has  again  continued  low,  and  was  equal  to  11.8  per 
1,000  of  the  estimated  population,  as  compared  with  11.6  the  previous  year, 
and  an  average  of  13.2  per  1,000  for  the  decennial  period  1926-35.  The  corres¬ 
ponding  rate  for  the  122  County  Boroughs  and  Great  Towns,  including  London, 
was  14.9,  and  for  England  and  Wales  14.8  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

Deaths. 

There  were  1,408  deaths  registered  and  assigned  to  this  borough  during 
1936  (males  712,  females  696),  as  against  1,31 1  during  the  previous  year,  and  an 
average  of  1,349  for  the  ten  years  1926-35. 


Comparative  figures  as  to  age  periods  of  persons  dying  in  1936  and  1935 
are  given  below  : — 


Year 

Total 

Under 

1-5 

5-15 

15-25 

25-65 

65  years 

deaths 

1  yr. 

yrs. 

yrs. 

yrs. 

yrs. 

and  over 

1936 

1,408  ... 

76  ... 

22  ... 

16  ... 

35  ... 

541 

...  718 

1935 

1,311  ... 

93  ... 

18  ... 

27  ... 

29  ... 

511 

...  633 

The  Death-rate  from  all  causes  was  15.1  per  1,000,  as  against  an  average 
of  14.7  during  the  preceding  ten  years.  Compared  with  the  previous  year  the 
rate  showed  an  increase  of  1.2  per  1 ,000,  due  chiefly  to  the  heavy  mortality  from 
respiratory  diseases  during  the  early  months  of  the  year  and  to  Heart  Disease. 
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The  chief  causes  of  death  during  the  year 

are  given  below, 

in  comparison 

with  the  previous  year  : — 

Year  1936 

Y’ear  1935 

Influenza 

19 

21 

Tuberculosis 

66 

63 

Cancer  ... 

171 

176 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  etc . 

51 

57 

Heart  Disease  ...  ...  . 

389 

327 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases  . 

132 

142 

Bronchitis  . 

101 

77 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

77 

68 

Nephritis 

49 

41 

Congenital  Debility,  Malformation  and 

Pre- 

mature  Birth,  etc. 

40 

60 

These  ten  groups  of  diseases  represent  1,095  deaths,  or  78  per  cent,  of  the 

total  deaths  registered. 


Table  II.,  Appendix,  shows  the  age  and  sex  distribution  and  causes  of 
deaths  in  1936,  while  Table  I.,  Appendix,  gives  comparative  mortality  rates 
and  birth-rates  during  the  past  ten  years. 


Infant  Mortality. 

While  the  year  1935  recorded  an  increased  death-rate  among  children 
under  one  year  of  age,  the  past  year  with  76  deaths  shows  a  corresponding 
decrease  with  a  rate  per  1,000  births  of  69,  as  compared  with  85  the  previous 
year.  The  average  rate  during  the  ten  years  1926-35  was  78  per  1,000  births. 
The  corresponding  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  59,  and  for  the  122  County 
Boroughs  and  Great  Towns  63. 


Comparative  Mortality  and  Birth  Rates. 


Death-rate 

All  Causes  per 
1,000  of 
population 

Live  Birth-rate 
per  1,000 
of 

population 

Infant 
Mortality 
per  1,000 
live  births 

ROCHDALE 

15.1 

11.8 

69 

122  County  Boroughs 

12.3 

14.9 

63 

and  Great  Towns  ... 

143  Smaller  Towns 

(Population  25,000 

to  50,000) . 

11.5 

15.0 

55 

England  and  Wales 

12.1 

14.8 

59 
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These  figures  are  corrected  only  for  transfers  and  institutions,  and  make 
no  allowance  for  variations  in  the  age  and  sex  distribution  of  the  population  in 
different  areas. 


Zymotic  Diseases. 


The  principal  zymotic  or  epidemic  diseases  (excluding  influenza)  caused 
15  deaths  (0.15  per  1,000  population),  as  against  22  deaths  the  previous  year 

(0.23  per  1,000  population).  Details  are  given  below  : — 

■  *  • 

Year  1936  Year  1935 


Typhoid  Fever .  — 

Scarlet  Fever  .  ...  — 

Diphtheria  .  3 

Measles .  1 

Whooping  Cough  .  ...  3 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  (under  2  years  of  age)  8 


2 

6 

3 


1 

10 


Total 


15  ...  22 


Respiratory  Diseases. 

The  deaths  certified  as  due  to  respiratory  affections,  excluding  tuberculosis, 
number  185,  as  compared  with  156  the  previous  year,  and  171  in  the  year  1934. 
Pneumonia  was  certified  as  the  cause  of  77  deaths,  bronchitis  101,  and  other 
respiratory  affections  7. 

Cancer. 

There  were  85  cases  of  this  disease  admitted  to  Birch  Hill  Hospital  during 
the  year,  18  of  which  had  already  received  advice  or  treatment  at  other  hospitals. 

The  Local  Authority  has  an  arrangement  with  the  Christie  Hospital  and 
Holt  Radium  Institute,  Manchester,  for  the  admission  and  treatment  at  their 
Hospital  of  selected  cases  of  this  disease,  and  during  the  year  5  such  cases  have 
been  referred  thereto. 

It  was  decided  during  the  year,  as  a  matter  of  policy  between  the  Local 
Authority  and  the  Board  of  the  Rochdale  Infirmary,  that  the  former  should  not 
develop  the  Cancer  Department  at  the  Birch  Hill  General  Hospital  but  that  the 
Infirmary  should  continue  to  treat  cases  of  cancer,  including  the  use  of  radium, 
as  has  been  their  practice,  and  that  both  bodies  should  send  special  cases  to  the 
Christie  Hospital  and  Holt  Radium  Institute,  Manchester.  The  degree  to  which 
the  Rochdale  Infirmary  could,  in  the  future,  extend  their  cancer  services  was 
left  as  a  matter  for  decision  by  the  Board  of  that  Institution. 
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The  number  of  deaths  classified  to  this  cause  was  171  (male  71,  female  100), 
as  against  176  the  previous  year,  and  which  are  arranged  in  age  groups  as 
below : — 

Total  Under  15-25  25-45  45-55  55-65  65-75  75  yrs 

Year  Deaths  15  yrs.  yrs.  yrs.  yrs.  yrs.  yrs.  and  over 


1936  ...  171  ...  —  ...  1  ...  8  ...  29  ...  41  ...  69  ...  23 

1935  ...  176  ...  1  ...  —  ...  13  ...  42  ...  56  ...  42  ...  22 


The  average  annual  number  of  deaths  during  the  five  years  1931-35  was 
170,  or  an  average  annual  death-rate  of  1.84  per  1,000  of  population,  as  against 
1.83  per  1,000  during  the  past  year. 

No  special  local  investigations  have  been  undertaken  during  the  year  in 
connection  with  the  incidence  or  causation  of  this  disease. 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services. 

Nursing  in  the  Home. 

There  has  been  no  alteration  in  the  arrangement  for  general  nursing  and 
nursing  of  infectious  diseases  as  outlined  in  previous  reports. 

In  certain  infectious  diseases  such  as  tuberculosis,  ophthalmia,  measles, 
etc.,  the  local  authority  refer  selected  cases  to  the  District  Nursing  Association 
for  home  nursing.  During  the  past  year  much  valuable  work  in  this  direction 
has  been  done  by  the  staff  of  that  Association,  as  shown  in  the  following  sum¬ 
mary  kindly  supplied  by  the  Matron  : — 

No.  of  No.  of 

Cases  Visits 


Pneumonia  (excl.  bronchial  or  with  measles) 

85 

1,545 

Tuberculosis  . 

23 

1,582 

Complications  of  pregnancy  . 

16 

193 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  and  Puerperal  Fever 

1 

19 

Complications  after  childbirth 

28 

824 

Influenza 

13 

147 

Measles  ... 

1 

7 

Whooping  Cough  . 

3 

52 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  . 

2 

87 

Erysipelas 

4 

52 

Other  Diseases  in  Children  under  5  years 

91 

1,316 

Midwives. 

There  were  23  midwives  practicing  in  the  Borough  at  the  end  of  the  year, 
as  compared  with  23  the  previous  year.  The  number  of  cases  attended  by 
midwives  was  686 — 64  of  which  were  attended  by  the  midwife  acting  as  a 
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maternity  nurse  under  the  direction  of  a  doctor.  71  per  cent,  of  these  births 
occurred  in  the  practice  of  eight  municipal  midwives  whose  services  are  regarded 
as  part  of  the  public  health  service,  and  who  are  each  guaranteed  a  minimum 
salary  by  the  Local  Authority. 

Periodical  visits  of  inspection  were  made  by  the  Medical  Officer  and  Health 
Visitors,  and  the  cleanliness  of  the  Midwives’  homes  and  the  conditions  of 
their  bags  were  found  satisfactory,  whilst  the  necessary  case  records  and  tem¬ 
perature  charts  were,  on  the  whole,  properly  kept. 

In  35  cases  a  fee  of  ten  shillings  was  paid  to  the  midwives  as  compensation 
in  respect  of  maternity  patients  sent  to  Hospital  at  the  request  of  a  medical 
practitioner  or  the  Clinic  Medical  Officer. 

In  December  the  Committee’s  proposals  under  the  Midwives  Act,  1936, 
were  formulated  for  submission  to  the  Ministry  of  Health.  These  proposals  were 
agreed  upon  following  conferences  with  the  Rochdale  District  Nursing  Associa¬ 
tion,  with  representative  bodies  of  the  local  medical  practitioners,  and  with 
the  Rochdale  Branch  of  the  Incorporated  Midwives’  Institute.  The  principle 
object  of  this  Act  is  to  secure  organisation  throughout  the  country  of  a  domi¬ 
ciliary  service  of  salaried  midwives  under  the  control  of  the  Local  Supervising 
Authority.  The  Act  is  also  intended  to  raise  the  whole  status  of  the  midwifery 
profession. 

The  provisions  of  the  Act  come  into  operation  on  or  before  July  30th,  1937, 
and  details  of  the  Scheme  will  therefore  appear  in  the  next  Annual  Report. 

Poor-Law  Medical  Out-Relief. 

There  are  four  part-time  Medical  Officers  engaged  in  this  service,  each  with 
a  separate  district,  acting  under  the  direction  of  the  Public  Assistance  Com¬ 
mittee.  There  has  been  no  alteration  in  the  schemes  for  dealing  with  medical 
out-relief  during  the  year. 

Institutional  Provision  for  Care  of  Mental  Defectives. 

There  has  been  no  appreciable  alteration  in  the  arrangements  for  the  care 
of  mental  defectives  at  Birch  Hill  Institution  as  outlined  in  previous  Reports. 

The  proposals  and  plans  of  the  Public  Assistance  Committee  for  improv¬ 
ing  the  accommodation  for  this  type  of  case  are,  however,  well  advanced, 
and  it  is  hoped  to  commence  building  operations  early  in  the  new  year. 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

Two  motor  ambulances  are  provided  and  housed  at  the  Isolation  Hospital 
for  the  removal  of  infectious  cases. 

For  the  removal  of  non-infectious  and  accident  cases,  or  for  cases  of  sick¬ 
ness  requiring  admission  to  Hospital,  the  Borough  Police  provide  three  motor 
ambulances.  There  are,  in  addition,  two  privately  owned  ambulances  and  one 
taxi  ambulance  in  the  town. 
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The  total  ambulance  and  taxi  journeys  removing  patients  to  the  Cor¬ 
poration  Hospitals  on  behalf  of  the  Public  Health  Department  were  1 ,338  :  — 
Birch  Hill  Hospital  1,043,  Marland  Hospital  263,  and  Wolstenholme  Pulmonary 
Hospital  and  Springfield  Sanatorium  32. 

Clinic  and  Treatment  Centres. 

There  are  five  Centres  in  various  parts  of  the  Borough  provided  and  main¬ 
tained  by  the  Local  Authority,  with  seven  sessions  each  week,  and  also  one 
Centre  each  in  connection  with  (a)  Venereal  Diseases  and  Tuberculosis,  and 
(b)  School  Medical  Inspection. 


Hours  of  Clinic  sessions  and  situation  of  Centres  are  shown  below  as  also 
are  particulars  of  Clinics  provided  by  voluntary  associations. 


Mon. 

Tues. 

Wed. 

Thurs. 

Fri. 

I. — Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare — 

(a)  St.  Luke’s  School, 

Deeplish . 

2 — 4  p.m. 

(b)  St.  Clement’s  School, 
Spotland  Bridge  ... 

— 

2 — 4  p.m. 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Norden  Liberal  Club 
Edenfield  Road 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 — 4  p.m. 

(d)  Baillie  St.  Council 
School  . 

— 

— 

2 — 4  p.m. 

2 — 4  p.m. 

10 — 12  a.m. 

(e)  Castleton  Wesleyan 
School,  Essex  Street 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 — 4  p.m. 

(f)  Ante  Natal 

(Baillie  St.  Council 
School)  . 

_ 

5-30  to 

7-0  p.m. 

10  a.m.  to 
11-30  a.m. 

10  a.m.  to 
11-30  a.m. 

_ 

(c)  Post  Natal 

(Baillie  St.  Council 
School)  . 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

3 — 4  p.m. 

II. — Municipal  Clinic 

Baillie  Street 

(a)  Tuberculosis  Dlspen. 

Entrance :  24  Baillie  St. 

(b)  Venereal  Diseases 

Clinic- 

Male  . 

Entrance :  20  Baillie  Street 

Female  ... 
Entrance :  2  Alfred  Street 

— 

5-30  p.m.  to 
7-30  p.m. 

2 — 4  p.m. 

— 

9-30  a.m.  to 
11-30  a.m. 

5-30  to 

7-30  p.m. 

3-0  p.m.  to 
5-0  p.m. 

— 

5 — 7  p.m. 

— 

— 

10- 30  a.m.  to 

11- 30  a.m. 

5-30  p.m.  to 
7-30  p.m. 

— 

— 

IIL — Clinics  Provided  by 
the  Education 
Committee — 

(a)  Inspection  Clinics  ... 

(b)  Treatment  Clinics  ... 

(c)  Eye  Clinic  . 

9 — 12  noon 

2 — 5  p.m. 

9 — 12  noon 

Daily  9 — 10 

-30  a.m. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 — 4  p.m. 

IV.— Orthopaedic  Clinic — 

Smith  Street  . 

Exercise  C 

linics  held  dai 

ly  throughout 

the  week,  2 

— 4  p.m. 

V. — Clinics  provided  by  the  Rochdale  Infirmary  Board — 

Orthopaedic  Clinic  ...  Monday  to  Friday. 

Artificial  Light  Clinic  ...  Morning  and  Evening  each  day. 
Ophthalmic  Clinic  ...  Monday  Mid-day. 

Medical  Out-Patients  Clinic  Wednesday  Morning  10-30. 
Ear,  Throat  and  Nose  Clinic  Friday  Morning  10-30. 

X-Ray .  Each  Morning  at  9  o’clock. 


The  work  in  connection  with  the  Corporation  Clinics  is  set  out  in  detail 
in  the  respective  sections  of  this  Report. 
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Laboratory  Facilities. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  arrangements  outlined  in  previous  reports 
for  the  examination  or  analysis  of  clinical  material  such  as  sputa,  swabs,  etc., 
and  of  water,  milk  and  foodstuffs. 

Greater  use  is,  however,  being  made  of  the  facilities  provided  in  this  con¬ 
nection,  and  the  work  carried  out  bv  Dr.  Poolev,  at  the  Broadfield  Laboratory, 
on  behalf  of  this  Department,  accordingly  shows  an  increase. 

The  total  examinations  were  2,813,  as  against  2,364  the  previous  year,  an 
increase  due  to  the  demands  of  the  hospital  services.  The  examinations  were 
chiefly  of  swabs  for  diphtheria  (1,494)  and  sputum  for  tubercle  bacilli  (506). 

A  detailed  statement  is  provided  in  Table  XII.,  Appendix. 

Maternity  and  Nursing  Homes. 

There  are  four  dwelling-houses  registered  as  Maternity  Homes,  and  one 
dwelling-house  registered  as  a  Nursing  Home  for  medical  and/or  surgical  cases  : 

■59,  Boundary  Street — Maternity — one  patient  ; 

60,  Park  Road — Maternity — two  patients  ; 

183,  Drake  Street — Medical  and  Surgical — four  adults  and  four  children  ; 

62,  King  Street  East — Maternity — one  patient  ; 

120,  Clement  Royds  Street — Maternity — one  patient. 

These  registered  homes  have  been  visited  regularly  by  the  Medical  Officer 
during  the  year,  and  arc  reported  as  satisfactory. 

Hospitals. 

The  public  and  voluntary  hospital  services  in  the  district  provide  994 
beds  for  sick,  as  shown  below  :  — 

Public  Hospitals — 

Birch  Hill  Hospital — General  Medical  and  Surgical  ...  424  beds 

do.  Maternity  ...  . .  51  „ 

Birch  Hill  Institution — Epilepsy,  Mentally  Infirm,  etc.  148  ,, 

Marland  Hospital — Infectious  diseases  ...  ...  ...  120  ,, 

Springfield  Sanatorium — Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

(females)  .  ...  .  36  ,, 

Wolstcnholme  Pulmonary  Hospital — Pulmonary  Tuber¬ 


culosis  (males)  .  55  ,, 

Voluntary  Hospitals — 

Rochdale  Infirmary — General  (chiefly  surgical)  ...  110  beds 

The  Memorial  Home — Orthopjedic  .  ...  50  ,, 
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In  addition  to  this  number  arrangements  have  been  continued  during  the 
year  to  send  selected  cases  of  tuberculosis  to  various  sanatoria,  i.e.,  Stannington, 
Nr.  Morpeth  ;  Eastby  ;  Nr.  Skipton  ;  Harlow  Wood,  Nottingham  ;  Crossley 
Sanatorium,  Delamcre ;  and  The  Robert  Jones  and  Agnes  Hunt  Orthopaedic 
Hospital,  Oswestry. 

On  December  31st  there  were  20  patients  undergoing  treatment  at  these 
out-borough  hospitals  and  sanatoria. 

Three  beds  are  also  retained  at  the  Hyde  Smallpox  Hospital  for  cases  of 
smallpox  which  may  occur  within  the  borough. 


The  extent  to  which  the  hospitals  under  the  control  of  the  Corporation 
have  been  used  during  the  year  is  shown  in  the  following  summary  : — 


No.  of 

Beds 

available 

In 

Hospital 

on 

Dec.  31 

1935 

No.  of 

Cases 
admitted 
during 
the  year 

Occupation  of  Beds 

Average 

dailyNo 

Highest 

No. 

Lowest 

No. 

Marland  Hospital 

120 

75 

494 

50 

82 

28 

Birch  Hill  Hospital  ... 

475 

386 

*2913 

392 

441 

324 

Birch  Hill  Institution 

148 

154 

120 

147 

154 

143 

Springfield  Sanatorium 

36 

27 

73 

30 

36 

26 

*Excluding  632  infants  bom  in  Hospital. 

These  Institutions  serve  Rochdale  County  Borough  and  the  adjacent 
County  Districts. 


The  General  Hospital,  Birch  Hill. 

This  hospital,  formerly  administered  by  the  Poor  Law  Authorities  and  now 
appropriated  as  a  hospital  under  the  Public  Health  Acts,  serves  not  only  the 
Rochdale  County  Borough  but  the  adjacent  County  Districts,  with  a  total 
estimated  population  of  126,556. 

There  were  2,913  patients  (excluding  infants  born  in  Hospital)  admitted 
during  the  year,  as  against  2,723  the  previous  year. 

The  patients  discharged  during  the  year  include  1,005  children  under  16 
years  of  age  and  2,071  adults. 

There  were  650  women  confined  in  the  Hospital,  and  632  live  births  were 
registered.  The  corresponding  figures  for  the  previous  year  were  650  and  621 
respectively. 
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Following  is  a  comparative  summary  relating  to  the  work  at  Birch  Hill 
Hospital  during  1938  and  the  previous  year: — 

Year  1936  Year  1935 


Total  number  of  admissions  (including  infants  born  in 

hospital)  .  . 

Number  of  women  confined  in  hospital . 

Number  of  live  births  .  . 

Number  of  still-births  ... 

Number  of  deaths  amongst  the  newly-born  (i.e.,  under 

4  weeks  of  age)  . 

Total  number  of  deaths  among  children  under  one  year 
Number  of  maternal  deaths  among  women  confined  in 

hospital  .  . 

Total  number  of  deaths .  . 

Total  number  of  discharges  (including  infants  born  in 

hospital)  . 

Duration  of  stay  of  patients — 

(a)  Four  weeks  or  less  ...  . 

(b)  Exceeding  four  weeks  but  under  thirteen  weeks 

(c)  Exceeding  thirteen  weeks  . 

Number  of  bed  occupied,  average  during  the  year  1936 

(highest  44 1  on  27  /5  /36,  lowest  324  on  23  8  36) 
Number  of  surgical  operations  under  general  anesthetic 

(excluding  dental  operations)  ...  . 

Number  of  abdominal  sections  ... 

Number  of  pathological  and  microscipal  examinations 


3545  ... 

3344 

650 

650  ... 

632  ... 

621 

25  ... 

38 

17  ... 

33 

43  ... 

79 

3  ... 

3 

452  ... 

504 

3076  ... 

2847 

2627  ... 

2450 

649  ... 

638 

252  ... 

263 

392  ... 

371 

521  ... 

471 

201  ... 

170 

780  ... 

543 

Further  details  of  type  and  classification  of  cases  dealt  with  and  accom¬ 
modation  provided  at  this  hospital  are  shown  in  Tables  IX.,  X.  and  XI. ,  Appendix. 


The  above  figures  will  show  that  the  work  of  the  Hospital  continues  to 
increase  year  by  year.  It  may  be  noted  that  on  May  27th  there  were  441  patients 
in  Hospital,  which  constitutes  a  record  for  the  Hospital. 


These  crude  figures  do  not,  however,  tell  the  whole  story.  The  character 
of  the  work  continues  to  alter,  with  an  increasing  proportion  of  acute  cases, 
both  medical  and  surgical,  admitted  for  treatment.  All  this  increases  markedly 
the  work  of  the  staff  of  the  Hospital,  and,  although  an  arrangement  was  recently 
made  whereby  one  of  the  Chronic  Wards  is  staffed  by  Non-Resident  Nurses, 
the  Health  Committee  were  relieved  to  know  that  at  the  end  of  the  year  the 
plans  for  a  new  Nurses’  Home  were  well  advanced.  When  this  building  has  been 
added  we  shall  be  in  a  position  to  increase  the  nursing  staff  adequately. 
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During  the  year  one  additional  Assistant  Resident  Medical  Officer  was 
appointed  to  the  staff,  but  this  was  partly  to  take  the  place  of  the  First  Assistant 
Resident  Medical  Officer,  who  has  been  given  special  duties  in  connection  with 
maternity  work,  reference  to  which  is  made  in  another  part  of  the  Report. 

It  is  fortunate  in  this  connection  that  amicable  arrangements  have  been 
arrived  at  between  the  Committee  responsible  for  Birch  Hill  Hospital  and  the 
Rochdale  Infirmary  Board  whereby  the  fullest  use  of  both  Institutions  may  be 
attained  without  any  overlapping  of  services  or  redundancy  of  accommodation. 

The  new  Maternity  Home  is  proving  of  great  service  and  it  was  an  unfor¬ 
tunate  occurrence  that  its  work  was  interrupted  in  August  by  an  outbreak  of 
Puerperal  Fever.  It  was,  however,  noted  that  the  arrangement  of  the  accom¬ 
modation  in  the  new  Home  in  small  units  was  of  very  material  assistance  in 
localising  the  outbreak  rapidly.  The  Report  on  this  outbreak  will  be  found 
in  the  section  dealing  with  puerperal  fever  on  page  28. 

In  June  a  special  report  was  presented  to  the  Committee  on  the  Income 
Scale  upon  which  maintenance  charges  for  all  types  of  Municipal  Patients 
entering  Birch  Hill  Hospital  are  based.  In  the  course  of  the  year’s  working 
since  the  appropriation  of  the  Hospital  certain  anomalies  in  the  operation  of 
these  scales  have  become  apparent.  A  new  scale  was  therefore  suggested  with 
certain  added  provisos  to  deal  with  the  special  cases  on  which  the  old  scale 
imposed  hardship.  The  new  scale  was  adopted  as  from  July  1st,  1936. 

Five  Years’  Plan. 

In  January  a  “  Five  Years’  Plan  ”  for  the  development  of  Hospital  Services 
under  the  Health  Committee  was  approved  by  the  Council.  Since  a  large  pro¬ 
portion  of  the  work  under  this  plan  applies  to  Birch  Hill  Hospital,  details  are 
included  in  this  section  of  the  Report. 

The  Sanatorium  at  Springfield  is  of  recent  erection  and  it  does  not,  there¬ 
fore,  come  within  the  scheme. 

So  far  as  Birch  Hill  Hospital  is  concerned,  the  scheme  in  general  is  designed 
to  bring  the  Hospital  up  to  modern  standards  as  regards  treatment  facilities, 
staffing,  and  accommodation  of  patients. 

The  bigger  items  included  in  the  plan  are  : — 

(a)  New  Nurses’  Home  ;  Alterations  to  the  present  Nurses’  Home  ; 

Provision  of  new  Canteen  ;  Alterations  to  Lecture  Hall. 

(b)  New  Operating  Theatre  Unit,  together  with  Massage  and  Artificial 

Light  Treatment  Departments. 

(c)  Provision  of  a  new  Children’s  Ward. 
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(d)  Increased  accommodation  for  male  and  female  chronic  sick. 

(e)  Increase  in  the  number  of  single  bed  wards  in  the  new  Infirmary 

Block.  4 

In  respect  of  the  Isolation  Hospital,  the  scheme  envisages  building  a  new 
unit  on  a  fresh  site. 


Marland  Hospital,  Springfield  Sanatorium. 

A  report  of  the  work  of  these  Institutions  is  given  m 

Report. 


a  later  part  of  this 


Health  Propaganda. 

The  outstanding  event  in  this  connection  during  the  year  was  the  holding 
of  a  Health  Week  and  Exhibition  from  February  22nd  to  29th  inclusive. 

An  effort  was  made  to  keep  the  Exhibition  strictly  on  the  lines  of a  Health 
Exhibition  and  not  a  trade  display  ;  this  proved  to  be  successful  and  did  m 
materially  affect  the  finances  of  the  Health  Week  as  a  whole.  The  week  was 
introduced  by  the  usual  film  displays  to  children,  and  children  were  conduct 
round  the  Exhibition  each  morning.  Special  sections  of  this  were  devoted  to 
ehUd  welfare  work,  although  all  aspects  of  public  health  work  were  represented. 

*  Clean  Milk  Competition  and  Demonstration  were  run  in  conjunction 
with  the  Health  Week  through  the  co-operation  of  the  local  farmers  am 
National  Milk  Publicity  Council. 


A  special  section  on  diet  with  lectures  on  this  subject,  together  with  demon¬ 
strations  on  Physical  Culture  lor  all  ages  were  two  other  new  sect.ons  introduced. 
All  these  were  productive  of  a  great  deal  of  interest. 

Throughout  the  week  lectures  were  held  and  film  displays  given  each  after- 
noon  and  evening. 

There  was  during  the  week,  a  very  commendable  attendance  of  the  public 

as riw  sr sr-m-t  -=■• «  — 

well  rewarded  for  their  efforts. 

and  exhibiting  posters  on  health  subjects. 
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Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907. 

The  number  of  births  notified  as  occurring  within  the  borough  was  661  by 
midwives  and  13  by  doctors  and  parents.  Births  occurring  at  the  Birch  Hill 
Maternity  Home  and  belonging  to  Rochdale  are  not  notifiable  to  this  Authority. 
This  Act  provides  for  the  notification  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  all 
births  within  36  hours  of  their  occurrence,  and  with  few  exceptions  the  Act  is 
generally  complied  with,  thus  enabling  the  Health  Visitor  to  visit  the  home 
at  the  earliest  opportunity  and  give  advice  and  assistance  in  cases  where  no 
medical  practitioner  is  in  attendance. 


Health  Visitors. 

There  are  six  Health  Visitors  fully  employed  on  maternity  and  child 
welfare  work.  In  addition  to  their  regular  weekly  attendance  at  the  Infant 
Welfare  Centres  they  made  16,142  visits,  chiefly  to  houses  where  there  are 
infants  and  young  children,  as  shown  below  : — 


Classification  of  Visits 


Primary  Visits  to  Births  notified  (or  otherwise  reported)  ... 

>,  ,,  re  Still  Births 

Subsequent  Visits  to  Infants  under  x  year 

Subsequent  Visits  to  Infants  and  Young  Children  1—2  years  3,531 

”  »  „  2—5  „  4,905 

Ante-natal  Cases— 

Primary  Visits 
Subsequent  Visits 

Post-natal  . 

Infant  Deaths  . 

Maternal  Deaths . 

Boarded-out  Infants  and  Visits  under  Children  Act  . . . 

Infectious  Diseases  (chiefly  Children) . 

Midwives  ... 

Milk  Distribution  Scheme  . 

Miscellaneous  Visits — re  Medical  and  Midwifery  Fees,  Convalescent 
Homes,  etc.  . 

Unsuccessful  Visits  (house  closed  or  occupier  out) 

 Total  . 


No.  of  Visits 


1,175 

49 

4,707 

}  8,436 

150 

74 

4 

67 

4 

100 

197 

52 

46 

226 

15,287 

855 

16,142 


Infant  Welfare  Centres. 

Theie  aie  five  Centres  in  different  parts  of  the  town,  with  seven  sessions 
weekly,  in  the  afternoon  of  each  day  of  the  week,  Monday  to  Friday. 


A  perusal  of  the  following  1  able  shows  that  the  total  attendances  during  the 
year  were  24,954,  chiefly  infants  under  one  year  of  age.  The  attendance  of 
children  m  the  age  group  2—5  years  has  shown  a  further  increase  from  3,143  to 
3,913  duiing  the  past  year.  This  continued  increased  supervision  of  the  2  to  5 
year  old  gioup  is  also  indicated  in  the  previous  Table  of  visits  paid  by  the 
Health  Visitors,  where  the  number  of  visits  paid  in  this  group  is  noted  as  4,905, 
a-s  compared  with  4,685  in  the  previous  year. 
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It  may  here  be  mentioned  that  the  arrangement  entered  into  in  August 
whereby  the  Medical  Officer  in  charge  of  the  Infant  Welfare  Centres  is  also  part- 
time  School  Medical  Officer,  and,  as  such,  has  charge  of  the  present  Nursery 
School,  is  also  proving  of  value  in  this  direction.  Apart  from  the  fact  that 
the  arrangement  broadens  the  outlook  of  the  Medical  Officer  in  question  to 
include  school  children,  it  is  also  useful  in  throwing  open  to  the  pre-school 
child  many  of  the  advantages  in  respect  of  treatment  clinics  and  facilities 
which  were  previously  only  available  to  the  school  child  after  its  first  routine 
medical  inspection.  This  latter  provision  is,  of  course,  achieved  through 
co-operation  with  the  Education  Committee. 

In  September  a  special  report  was  submitted  and  approved  by  the  Committee 
on  the  supervision  of  the  health  of  young  children.  This  was  prepared  in 
accordance  with  Circular  1550  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  and  informed  the 
Minister  of  the  existing  arrangements  for  the  supervision  of  the  2 — 5  year  old 
child  together  with  the  proposals  for  the  extension  of  that  supervision.  In 
addition  to  the  matter  mentioned  above  it  included  notes  on  Nursery  Schools 
and  Nursery  Classes  and  provision  and  plans;  the  attendance  of  children 
under  school  age  at  the  Elementary  Schools  and  certain  adjustments  of  the 
Health  Visitors’  work  to  increase  this  supervision. 

Attendances  per  Clinic  session  ranged  on  the  average  from  27  at  Norden 
to  118  at  St.  Luke’s,  while  the  weekly  attendance  at  all  Centres  averaged  489. 

The  number  of  children  who  attended  at  the  Centres  for  the  first  time 
during  the  year,  and  who,  at  the  date  of  their  first  visit  were  under  one  year  of 
age,  was  776,  or  72.32  per  cent,  of  the  notified  live  births. 


Details  of  attendances  at  the  various  Centres  are  given  below  : — 


Centre 

New 

Cases 

admitted 

during 

1936 

Total  Attendances 
of  Children 

Average 

Attendance 

per 

Clinic  Day 

No.  of 
Medical 
examin¬ 
ations 
by  M.O. 

under  I  yr. 

1 — 2  yrs. 

2 — 5  yrs 

(a)  Baillie  Street 
*  (Wardleworth) 

175 

2,893 

1,336 

635 

51  (92) 

996 

(b)  St.  Luke’s 

179 

3,704 

1,045 

925 

118  (102) 

907 

(c)  St.  Clement’s 

123 

2,193 

897 

582 

73  (69) 

744 

(d)  Baillie  Street 
*  (Castleton) 

245 

3,971 

1,562 

883 

70  (89) 

1,071 

(e)  Castleton  Moor  ... 

77 

1 .323 

1,017 

685 

67  (74) 

254  | 

(f)  Norden  . 

61 

691 

409 

203 

27  (22) 

198  1 

Totals . 

860 

14,775 

6,266 

3,913 

— 

4,170  | 

Corresponding 
Figures  1935 

803 

16,059 

6,007 

3,143 

3,450  1 

Attendances  during  1935  shown  in  brackets. 

*  Two  Clinic  Sessions  per  week  from  November,  1935. 


23 


The  Health  Committee  are  indebted  to  the  members  of  the  Ladies’  Execu¬ 
tive  Committee  and  other  co-opted  voluntary  helpers  who  give  so  much  of  their 
time  and  assistance  at  the  various  Clinics,  and  in  many  other  directions. 

National  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children. 

We  are  indebted  to  the  local  branch  of  this  Society,  and  to  their  Inspector, 
for  their  ready  and  willing  co-operation  with  this  Department  in  dealing  with 
cases  of  neglect,  uncleanliness,  and  similar  conditions  coming  within  the 
purview  of  the  Medical  Officer  and  Health  Visitors  throughout  the  year. 

Provision  of  Milk  and  Food  Preparations. 

Milk  and  food  preparations  are  supplied  free  to  necessitous  expectant  and 
nursing  mothers,  and  to  children  under  five  years  of  age,  mainly  to  children 
under  three  years  of  age,  on  medical  grounds  and  not  on  grounds  of  poverty. 
The  recommendations  of  the  Medical  Officer  as  to  grants  of  milk  and  food  are 
based  on  an  approved  income  limit,  and  submitted  monthly  to  the  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  Committee  for  approval. 

The  quantity  of  dried  milk  and  food  preparations  distributed  to  necessitous 
families  shows  an  increase.  These  families  received  without  any  payment 
3,018  gallons  of  fresh  milk,  11,993  lbs.  of  dried  milk,  and  5,903  packets  of  food 
preparations,  such  as  maltoline,  and  virol,  while  large  quantities  of  these  foods 
were  distributed  at  cost  price  to  other  families  attending  the  clinics. 


Comparative  figures  are  given  below  : — 


Food 

Quantities  Supplied 

Cost  of  Food 

At  Cost  Price 

Free  of  Cost 

Distributed 
Free  of 
Cost 

Distributed 

at 

Cost  Price 

Quantity 

No.  of 
Families 

Quantity 

Gallons 

i  s-  d. 

£  s-  d. 

Fresh  Milk . 

— 

184 

3018 

301  16  4 

— 

— 

(134) 

(2496) 

(249  12  3) 

— 

Dried  Milk  (Oster- 

Lbs. 

Lbs.- 

milk,  Ambrosia  and 

9911 

425 

11993 

749  11  3 

619  8  9 

Cowand  Gate,  etc.) 

(9551) 

(352) 

(10092) 

(630  15  0) 

(596  18  9) 

Food  Preparations 

(Maltoline  and 

Pkts. 

Pkts. 

Virol),  etc. 

3629 

— 

5903 

106  8  2 

81  3  5 

(4597) 

— 

(4316) 

(97  14  1) 

(104  0  8) 

(Figures  for  the  year  1935  are  shown  in  brackets). 
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In  September  a  special  Report  was  presented  by  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  on  the  Income  Scales  in  connection  with  this  provision,  such  Report 
being  based  on  recent  official  publications  on  family  budgets.  The  Committee 
decided  thereupon  to  alter  the  scale  so  as  to  make  free  provision  for  those  families 
in  whom  the  net  income  per  head,  after  deduction  of  rent,  did  not  exceed  7  /-  per 
week,  the  scale  being  subject  to  a  minimum  income  of  24  -  per  week,  after 
deduction  of  rent.  The  effect  of  the  new  scale,  in  practice,  appears  to  be 
largely  to  include  officially  within  the  scale  those  cases  which  had  previously 
been  admitted  to  the  scheme  at  the  discretion  of  the  Medical  Officer. 


It  may  here  be  noted  that,  in  spite  of  the  very  definite  decrease  in  unem¬ 
ployment  in  the  borough  from  11,058  in  1933  to  5,307  in  1936,  the  numbers 
applying  for  this  free  provision  of  milk  and  foods  and  who  come  within  the 
scale  are  still  increasing,  although  the  proportion  of  applicants  who  arc  totally 
or  partially  unemployed  is  decreasing,  and  the  amount  expended  continues  to 
increase.  It  is  therefore  still  evident  that  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  em¬ 
ployment  obtained  must  be  at  a  very  low  wage  rate. 


Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

The  arrangement  at  the  various  Infant  Welfare  Clinics  for  the  immunisation 
against  Diphtheria  of  children  chiefly  between  the  ages  of  one  and  five  vears 
has  been  continued,  and  during  the  year  42  children  of  that  age  group  were 
immunised.  In  addition  17  young  children  attending  the  Nursery  School  were 
also  immunised.  The  immunisation  of  children  at  the  Elementary  Schools  is 
reported  upon  in  the  section  of  this  Report  dealing  with  School  Medical  Services. 


Since  the  initiation  of  this  scheme  2,063  children  have  been  immunised 
against  diphtheria,  and  out  of  this  number,  in  addition  to  the  two  cases  of  mild 
diphtheria  mentioned  in  last  year’s  report,  there  has  been  one  further  case 
notified  as  diphtheria  in  a  child  who  had  been  immunised  two  years  previously. 
This  “  attack  ”  rate,  taken  in  conjunction  with  the  fact  that  all  three  cases  occur¬ 
ring  have  been  mild  in  type,  is  a  very  satisfactory  result  in  respect  of  2,063 
children  immunised. 


Ante-Natal  Clinic. 

There  are  three  clinic  sessions  each  week  at  the  Baillie  Street  Council 
School — one  on  Tuesday  evening,  and  one  during  each  morning  Wednesday 
and  Thursday. 


The  number  of  expectant  mothers  from  the  Borough  and  from  adjoining 
County  districts  attending  this  clinic  is  shown  in  the  comparative  figures  below  : 
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From  From  County 

Rochdale  Districts  Total 


No.  of  Expectant  Mothers 

1936 

1935 

1936 

1935 

1936 

1935 

attending  . 

665 

660 

97 

97 

762 

757 

No.  of  Attendances 

Average  attendance  per 

3,314 

3,031 

523 

448 

3,837 

3,479 

session 

22.1 

20.3 

3.5 

3.0 

25.6 

23.3 

The  665  Rochdale  patients  who  attended  this  Clinic  during  the  year  repre¬ 
sent  59.7  per  cent,  of  the  total  notified  (live  and  still)  births  in  this  Borough, 
as  compared  with  58.6  per  cent,  the  previous  year.  Where  necessary  patients 
are  followed  up  by  home  visitation  after  attendance  at  the  clinic,  and  last  year 
the  Health  Visitors  paid  228  visits  in  this  connection. 

The  number  of  expectant  mothers  attending  shows  only  a  small  increase 
as  compared  with  last  year.  It  is,  however,  to  be  noted  that  the  number  of 
attendances  has  increased  more  appreciably,  and  there  does  appear  to  be 
evidence  in  individual  cases  of  increased  willingness  to  attend  and  to  accept 
advice  given. 

In  August  an  arrangement  was  made  whereby  Dr.  Evans,  Senior  Assistant 
Resident  Medical  Officer  at  Birch  Hill  Hospital,  was  appointed  Medical  Officer 
in  charge  of  the  Ante-Natal  Clinic,  and  was  also  put  in  clinical  charge  of  the 
Maternity  Home  and  ante-natal  beds  at  Birch  Hill  Hospital.  It  is  hoped, 
by  this  arrangement,  to  achieve  a  much  greater  degree  of  co-ordination  of  the 
maternity  services  in  the  town  than  has  ever  existed  previously.  The  criticism 
which  is  most  frequently  levelled  at  the  ante-natal  schemes  as  organised  by 
Local  Authorities  is  that  they  arc  under  the  medical  supervision  of  Officers  who 
do  not  themselves  carry  out  any  active  midwifery.  The  new  scheme  assures 
that,  in  so  far  as  this  borough  is  concerned,  such  criticism  cannot  again  be  offered. 

It  is  impossible,  in  an  area  of  any  size,  for  one  Medical  Officer  to  be  res¬ 
ponsible  for  the  complete  services  of  ante-natal  and  post-natal  care,  together 
with  infant  care,  and  care  of  the  pre-school  child,  and  it  was  therefore  con¬ 
sidered  that  a  more  useful  division  could  be  made  by  the  placing  of  one  Medical 
Officer  in  charge  of  Ante-Natal,  Midwifery,  and  Post-Natal  work,  and  another 
Medical  Officer  in  charge  of  Infant  Welfare,  Nursery  Schools  and  Nursery  Classes, 
and  that  the  latter  Medical  Officer  should  also  be  part-time  School  Medical 
Officer. 

A  suitable  opportunity  will  be  taken  of  commenting  on  this  scheme  in  the 
next  Annual  Report  after  one  year’s  operation. 


26 


A  definite  Post-Natal  Service  was  inaugurated  at  the  end  of  the  year.  This 
was  begun  on  the  basis  of  one  Clinic  per  week  under  the  same  Medical  Officer 
who  is  responsible  for  Ante-Natal  work.  It  is  probable  that  this  service  will 
be  modified  as  occasion  demands. 

X-Ray  Facilities. 

The  X-Ray  facilities  at  Birch  Hill  Hospital  and  the  Rochdale  Infirmary  arc 
available  when  the  Medical  Officer  desires  further  information  as  regards  any 
patient  attending  the  ante-natal  clinic. 

Consultant  Services. 

Dr.  E.  A.  Gerrard,  of  Manchester,  continues  to  act  as  Consultant  Obstet¬ 
rician  to  this  Authority.  His  services  are  available  in  any  case  where  the 
Medical  Officer  of  the  Clinic  or  at  Birch  Hill  Hospital,  or  a  Medical  Practitioner, 
desires  assistance.  In  necessitous  cases  the  expense  involved  is  met  bv  the 
Local  Authority. 

Orthopaedic  Clinic. 

There  is  at  present  no  scheme  for  orthopaedic  treatment  in  the  case  of 
children  under  five  years  of  age,  but  children  in  this  group  who  attend  the  Infant 
Welfare  Clinics  and  are  found  to  require  expert  opinion  or  treatment,  arc  referred 
to  the  local  clinic  carried  on  by  the  Crippled  Children's  Union,  under  the  direction 
of  Dr.  W.  H.  Bateman,  whose  services  we  gratefully  acknowledge. 

This  Clinic  has  recently  been  transferred  to  more  convenient  premises  in 
Smith  Street,  and  has  been  fully  equipped  as  a  Remedial  Exercises  Clinic  under 
the  charge  of  a  qualified  Nurse,  and  this  service,  to  which  fuller  reference  is 
made  in  the  section  dealing  with  School  Medical  Services,  is  available  to  children 
referred  from  the  Child  Welfare  Clinics. 

Maternity  Outfits. 

Outfits  containing  the  necessary  clothing,  linen,  etc.,  for  mothers  and 
newly-born  infants  arc  loaned  out  free  to  poor  families  where  the  confinement  is 
arranged  to  take  place  at  home.  Three  outfits  were  loaned  during  the  year. 

Sterilised  Accouchement  Outfits  may  be  obtained  at  the  Infant  Welfare 
Clinic  at  cost  price,  and  in  necessitous  cases  are  supplied  free. 

Dental  Services. 

The  arrangement  with  the  Education  Committee  for  the  services  of  the 
School  Dentist  in  the  dental  treatment  of  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  and 
of  children  under  five  years  of  age  has  been  continued.  Patients  attend  at  the 
School  Dental  Clinic,  Public  Health  Offices,  Baillie  Street,  on  Saturday  morning 
each  week,  and  although  the  scheme  is  limited  to  extractions  and  small  fillings 
necessary  for  clearing  septic  conditions,  much  valuable  work  has  been  done  in 
this  direction  during  the  year. 
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A  summary  of  dental  work  done  is  given  below  : 


Children 


Mothers 


under  5  yrs. 


No.  of  Extractions 
No.  of  Fillings  ... 
No.  of  Scalings  ... 
Gum  Treatment 
Anaesthetics — 


192 

6 

13 

10 


69 

24 


(a)  Local  . 

(b)  General 


85 

15 


8 


Medical  Assistance. 

Registered  Midwives  attending  maternity  patients  and  acting  in  accordance 
with  the  regulations  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board  made  216  calls  requiring  the 
attendance  of  a  medical  practitioner  in  the  case  of  some  emergency  or  abnor¬ 
mality  arising  during  pregnancy,  labour  or  lying-in,  and  28  calls  in  respect  of 
some  abnormal  condition  of  the  child. 

The  corresponding  figures  last  year  were  222  and  21  respectively. 

In  118  cases  the  Medical  Practitioner’s  fee  was  paid  by  the  local  authority, 
amounting  to  £238,  as  against  £206  in  the  year  1935. 

The  local  authority  is  empowered  by  the  Midwives’  Act  to  recover  these 
fees  from  patients  where  the  family  circumstances  allow,  but  last  year  only  32 
such  reclaims  amounting  to  £39  10s.  6d.  were  made. 

Midwifery  Fees. 

The  Local  Authority  pay  the  midwifery  fee  in  cases  where  the  family 
circumstances  are  poor  and  where  there  is  no  maternity  benefit  available. 
During  the  year  the  fee  was  paid  in  whole  or  part  in  41  cases. 

Hospital  Fees. 

The  scale  maintenance  charge  for  Borough  residents  admitted  to  the 
Maternity  Home  continues  as  noted  in  the  last  Report.  For  the  first  fourteen 
days  the  charge  is  at  the  rate  of  £2  5s.  6d.  per  week,  and  thereafter  £2  2s.  Od. 
per  week,  but  in  necessitous  cases  this  fee  may  be  reduced  and  even  cancelled. 
There  were  240  cases  assisted  during  the  year  in  the  payment  of  hospital  mater¬ 
nity  fees  as  compared  with  252  the  previous  year. 

Puerperal  Fever  and  Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

There  were  7  cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia  notified  during  the  year,  as  against 
an  average  in  this  group  during  the  previous  five  years  of  3  and  5  respectively. 
Six  of  the  cases  were  treated  in  Hospital. 
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In  the  month  of  August,  as  already  noted  under  Birch  Hill  Hospital,  the 
work  of  the  Maternity  Home  there  was  seriously  upset  by  an  outbreak  of 
puerperal  fever.  In  all,  during  the  period  August  2nd  to  August  13th,  9  cases 
of  pyrexia  occurred,  although  not  all  formed  part  of  the  outbreak  in  the  sense 
of  having  a  common  source  of  infection  or  being  infected  one  from  the  other. 
These  9  cases  occurred  as  follows  : — August  2nd  1 ,  August  8th  2,  August  9th  1 , 
August  12th  2,  and  August  13th  3.  The  first  case  was  one  due  to  infection  by 
the  bacillus  coli,  from  which  condition  the  patient  eventually  died,  and  the 
case  was  really  outside  the  epidemic  proper.  Two  of  those  occurring  on  the  13th 
were  mild  cases  with  some  inflammation  of  the  breast  only,  and  one  or  both 
were  probably  again  outside  the  epidemic.  The  remaining  six  cases  were  due 
to  streptococcal  infection,  three  of  the  strains  being  haemolytic  and  three  non- 
haemolytic.  It  was  unfortunate  that  the  outbreak  occurred  at  a  time  when 
local  conditions  made  it  extremely  difficult  to  have  exact  classification  of  the 
streptococci  carried  out. 

It  was  found  that  of  the  total  staff  attending  the  Home  no  fewer  than  11 
persons  were  harbouring  haemolytic  streptococci  in  their  throats.  Of  these, 
however,  only  one  showed  evidence  of  ill-health  and  she  was  not  actively  engaged 
in  the  work  of  the  Wards. 

Four  of  the  cases  occurring  on  the  9th,  12th  and  13th  of  August  showed 
identical  symptoms,  evidence  of  some  association  one  with  the  other,  and 
also  association  with  members  of  the  staff  who  had  positive  swabs.  These  may 
therefore  be  regarded  as  constituting  the  outbreak  proper  ;  even  here,  however, 
the  infecting  organism  was  not  identical  as  to  strain  in  each  case. 

In  addition  to  the  case  noted  above,  one  other  patient  died,  the  death 
being  due  to  haemolytic  streptococcal  septicaemia.  In  this  case,  however, 
there  were  several  complications,  and  her  condition  was  critical  before  the 
onset  of  pyrexia. 

It  may  be  mentioned  that  the  Home  is  divided  into  two  separate  floors, 
and  is  further  sub-divided  into  small  units,  of  which  the  largest  is  an  eight- 
bed  Ward.  The  ward  distribution  of  the  infected  cases  did  not  correspond 
closely  either  with  the  distribution  of  the  “  Carrier  ”  staff,  or  with  the  respective 
infecting  organisms.  As  instance  of  this  may  be  mentioned  the  fact  that  the 
staff  on  the  upper  floor  showed  a  heavier  “  Carrier  ”  rate  than  that  on  the 
ground  floor,  whereas  five  of  the  six  definite  cases  occurred  on  the  ground  floor, 
and  again,  in  two  separate  instances  where  ward  infection  was  apparent,  e.g., 
two  cases  in  the  same  ward,  the  infecting  organisms  did  not  appear  to  be  of  the 
same  strain.  With  such  a  variety  of  infection  and  so  prolific  a  field  of  possible 
infection,  it  was  found  extremely  difficult  to  trace  the  outbreak  to  its  source 
satisfactorily.  All  definite  cases  were  transferred  to  the  Isolation  Hospital ; 
suspect  cases  were  isolated  otherwise  ;  the  Home  was  closed  to  admission  ;  later 
it  was  emptied,  cleansed,  and  painted  throughout  ;  and  admissions  resumed 
thereafter,  appropriate  measures  having  been  taken  in  respect  of  the  staff  in  the 
interval.  No  recurrence  was  noted  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year. 
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A  Special  Report  on  the  outbreak  was  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

Maternal  Mortality. 

There  were  four  deaths  registered  as  due  to  puerperal  causes,  as  compared 
with  two  deaths  the  previous  year,  and  7  deaths  in  the  year  1934.  Calculated 
per  1,000  total  births  (live  and  still-births)  the  mortality  rate  was  3.51,  and 
although  this  was  an  increase  as  compared  with  last  year’s  figure  of  1.71,  it 
was  still  well  below  the  average  of  5.34  during  the  preceding  five  years  1930-34. 

In  respect  of  only  one  of  these  four  deaths  was  it  possible  to  pick  out  a 
definite  primary  avoidable  factor,  that  is,  some  deviation  from  normal  procedure 
which  appeared  to  lead  up  to  the  fatal  result.  In  this  case,  as  in  so  many  pre¬ 
viously  recorded,  the  co-operation  of  the  patient  was  not  forthcoming  in  full. 

Five  years  have  now  been  completed  since  the  commencement  of  the  attack 
in  Rochdale  on  the  high  Maternal  Mortality  Rate,  and  it  may  be  useful  to 
review  these  years  in  comparison  with  their  predecessors,  and  in  particular  with 
the  three  bad  years  1929-31  which  were  so  thoroughly  investigated  at  the  time  of 
the  first  Report  on  this  matter  (“  British  Medical  Journal,”  February,  1935). 


The  following  Tables  show  the  position  in  actual  figures  : — 


No.  of  Deaths 

No.  of  Deaths 

Registrar 

General 

Medical 

Assessors 

Registrar 

General 

Medical 

Assessors 

1927 

14 

15 

1932 

2 

4 

1928 

6 

6 

1933 

3 

3 

1929 

12 

13 

1934 

7 

7 

1930 

12 

13 

1935 

2 

2 

1931 

9 

11 

1936 

4 

4 

Total 

53 

58 

Total 

18 

20 

Total  Births 
(Live  and 
Still) 

Maternal  Mo 

rtality  Rate 

Five  Year 
Period 

Registrar-General 

Figures 

Medical  Assessors 
Figures 

1927-31 

1932-36 

6,530 

5,812 

8.11 

3.09 

8.72 

3.44 

These  two  Tables  show  a  reduction  of  the  total  number  of  deaths  during  the 
last  five  years  to  a  little  over  one-third  of  the  number  for  the  previous  five  years, 
but,  on  account  of  the  reduction  in  the  birth-rate,  the  mortality  rate  is  reduced 
to  considerably  less  than  half  of  the  previous  rate. 
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The  next  Table  shows  the  classification  of  the  actual  deaths  under  group 


causes,  using  the  Medical  Assessors’  figures  only  : — 


192 

7-31 

193 

2-36 

Cases 

Percent’s 

Cases 

Percent’s 

Sepsis 

15 

26 

7 

35 

Eclampsia . 

4 

7 

2 

10 

Other  Toxaemias . 

6 

10 

2 

10 

Operative  Shock,  tec . 

11 

19 

3 

15 

Ante-Partum  Haemorrhage 

3 

5 

2 

10 

Post- Part um  Haemorrhage 

7 

12 

1 

5 

Embolism . 

3 

5 

0 

0 

Abortion  and  Mole  . 

6 

10 

3 

15 

Extra  Uterine  Pregnancy 

3 

5 

0 

0 

Totals . 

58 

99 

20 

100 

The  above  figures  show,  as  emphasised  previously,  that  the  benefits  to  be 
derived  from  increased  efficiency  in  a  maternity  scheme  becomes  evident  in  every 
sphere  of  the  scheme’s  activities.  There  is  much  food  for  thought  in  this  table, 
and  it  may  safely  be  left  to  speak  for  itself  in  respect  of  the  comparison  of  the 
present  with  the  past. 

In  the  figures  for  the  last  five  years  there  remains  only  one  outstanding  cause, 
outstanding  in  such  number  as  to  suggest  a  suitable  direction  for  achieving  a 
further  reduction  ;  that  cause  is  puerperal  sepsis.  The  same  cause  was  prominent 
in  the  period  1927-31,  but  now  that  the  figures  have  been  cleared  of  the  grosser 
forms  of  neglect  or  mismanagement  on  the  part  of  either  patient  or  attendant 
it  stands  out  as  of  paramount  importance. 

There  arc  several  approaches  to  the  problem  of  puerperal  sepsis : — 

(a)  General  Prevention  : — Here  are  involved  all  the  factors  which 

tend  to  build  up  the  resistance  of  the  patient  to  invasion  by 
bacteria  :  nutrition,  general  health,  elimination  of  unhealthy  foci, 
anticipation  of  major  defects  in  childbirth  ; 

(b)  Immediate  Prevention: — This  includes  the  safe  conduct  of  the 

actual  confinement,  avoidance  of  unnecessary  injury  and  strict 
aseptic  technique  to  prevent  entrance  or  access  of  bacteria  ; 

(c)  Curative  Measures  : — Curative  sera  have  been  in  use  in  puerperal 

sepsis  for  some  years,  but  have  met  with  only  mixed  success.  The 
outlook  in  this  direction  has,  however,  been  much  improved  during 
the  present  year  by  the  discovery  of  chemical  bodies  which  are 
particularly  potent  against  those  forms  of  bacteria  which  produce 
the  most  severe  types  of  puerperal  sepsis. 
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The  Departmental  Committee  on  Maternal  Mortality  and  Morbidity  in  their 
Reports  laid  down  an  arbitrary  standard  of  practical  midwifery  covering  the 
responsibility  of  the  woman  and  her  attendants.  Any  departure  from  these 
standards  which  seemed  to  set  up  a  train  of  events  ending  in  the  mother’s 
death  was  designated  a  “  primary  avoidable  factor.” 

In  the  three  bad  years  1929-31  a  “  primary  avoidable  factor  ”  was  found 
in  19  cases,  representing  51  per  cent,  of  the  total,  whereas  in  the  last  five  years 
such  a  factor  could  only  be  found  in  6  out  of  20  deaths,  that  is  in  30  per  cent,  of 
the  total. 

In  other  words,  it  would  appear  that  Rochdale’s  basic  maternal  mortality 
rate  is  in  the  region  of  2.3  per  1 ,000  total  births,  that  is  two-thirds  of  the  average 
rate  for  the  five  years  1932-36.  This  basic  rate  would  then  include  unavoidable 
deaths  and  those  in  which  normal  midwifery  practice  could  not  be  expected  to 
foresee  the  possible  danger  or  forestall  adverse  circumstances. 

It  may  therefore  be  taken  with  some  safety  as  a  deduction  from  this 
experience  in  Rochdale  that  in  any  maternity  scheme  in  which  every  person 
concerned,  attendant  and  attended,  is  fulfilling  all  the  conditions  of  practical 
midwifery,  the  maternal  mortality  rate  should  not  far  exceed  two  per  1,000 
total  births.  The  experience  of  the  last  five  years,  besides  achieving  a  remark¬ 
able  drop  in  the  mortality  rate  in  Rochdale  has  also  been  of  considerable  use  in 
indicating  the  practical  extent  of  the  problem  in  this  as  in  other  areas.  . 

Comparative  figures  for  maternal  mortality  in  Rochdale  and  neighbouring 
towns  during  this  period,  based  on  the  total  births,  i.e.,  live  and  still-births,  are 


given  below  : — 


Town 

Maternal  Mortality 
per  1,000  Live  and  Still  Births 

1936 

1935 

Average 

4  years 
1930-34 

Blackburn  . 

6.31 

4.72 

4.10 

Bolton  . 

4.36 

6.74 

6.27 

Bootle  . 

2.28 

1.16 

3.60 

Burnley  . 

5.92 

5.26 

6.94 

Halifax  . 

7.02 

6.49 

7.67 

Huddersfield 

5.91 

3.36 

6.67 

Oldham  . 

6.16 

6.18 

7.09 

Preston  . 

8.60 

4.37 

6.36 

St.  Helens . 

4.84 

2.35 

4.54 

Stockport  . 

3.15 

5.57 

3.73 

Warrington 

5.40 

10.68 

4.12 

Wigan  . 

2.61 

4.61 

5.62 

Average  12  Towns 

5.21 

5.12 

5.56 

ROCHDALE 

3.51 

1.71 

5.34 

Administrative 

County  of 

Lancaster 

4.90 

4.78 

5.05 

England  &  Wales 

3.65 

3.93 

4.19 
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Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

4  cases  of  opthalmia  neonatorum  reported  during  the  year,  as  against  an  average 
of  4  during  the  five  years  ending  1935.  In  the  previous  year  no  cases  were 
notified. 


These  were  dealt  with  as  follows : — 

Treated  at  Home  .  2 

Treated  in  Hospital .  .  2 

Result — Vision  impaired 

Vision  unimpaired 
Total  Blindness 

Boarded-out  Children. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  there  were  10  children  boarded-out  by  the 
Public  Assistance  Committee  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Public 
Assistance  Order,  1930.  Their  supervision  and  visitation  is  a  duty  of  the 
Health  Visitors,  who  keep  in  close  touch  with  the  family  in  charge  of  the  child. 
42  visits  were  made  to  the  homes  and  the  reports  show  that  in  each  case  the 
conditions  were  generally  satisfactory. 

Children  Act,  1908,  and  Children  and  Young  Persons  Act,  1932. 

The  Health  Visitors  act  as  Infant  Protection  Visitors  under  these  Acts. 
Prior  to  January,  1933,  the  supervision  of  children  ceased  when  children  reached 
the  age  of  seven,  but  the  Children  and  Young  Persons  Act,  1932,  extended  the 
age  to  nine  years.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  20  persons  registered  as 
receiving  children  for  reward,  and  the  number  of  children  concerned  was  20. 


Comparative  figures  are  given  below 


Year 

1930 


Year 

1935 


Number  of  Foster  Parents  on  Register: — 

(a)  At  the  beginning  of  the  year 

(b)  At  the  end  of  the  year  . 

Number  of  Children  on  Register: — 

(a)  At  the  beginning  of  the  year 

(b)  At  the  end  of  the  year  . 

(c)  Who  died  during  the  year  ... 

(d)  On  whom  inquests  were  held  during 

the  year  .  . 

There  were  no  persons  or  Societies  authorised  to  visit  under  Section  2/21 
of  this  Act,  nor  has  it  been  necessary  to  institute  legal  proceedings  in  any  case 
during  the  year. 

The  number  of  visits  paid  to  homes  by  the  Health  Visitors  in  connection 
with  this  work  was  58. 


20 

70 

8 

20 

20 

73 

8 

20 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 
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Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

I  am  indebted  to  the  Chief  Officials  of  the  various  Departments  of  the  Cor¬ 
poration  for  information  included  in  this  section  of  the  Report. 

Water  Supply. 

By  the  completion  of  the  Watergrove  reservoir,  which  was  mentioned  in  a 
previous  report,  the  position  of  the  Rochdale  water  supply  area,  as  to  the 
adequacy  of  the  supply  in  times  of  drought,  will  be  satisfactory.  Indeed,  for 
many  years  there  is  likely  to  be  a  considerable  surplus. 

There  is  no  reason  for  anxiety  as  to  the  quality  of  the  water  which  is  supplied 
from  any  of  the  various  reservoirs  belonging  to  the  Corporation.  From  a  chemical 
point  of  view,  water  supplied  from  these  reservoirs  is  tested  daily  against  plumbo- 
solvency,  by  the  determination  of  the  pH  value. 

No  adverse  reports  from  a  bacteriological  point  of  view  have  been  received 
during  the  year  which  has  just  ended. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The  strengthening  of  the  main  sewer  in  Mere  Lane  was  commenced  during 
the  year. 


The  Council  have  approved  a  scheme  for  the  extension  of  the  Roch  Main 
Sewage  Disposal  Works  with  the  object  of  dealing  with  the  increased  flow  due 
to  conversions,  erection  of  new  buildings  and  the  increased  consumption  of 
water  per  head  of  population. 

Rivers  and  Streams. 

The  Rivers  Mersey  and  Irwell  Joint  Committee  are  primarily  responsible 
for  the  prevention  of  pollution  of  rivers  and  streams  in  the  area,  but  as  much 
assistance  as  possible  is  given  by  report  to  the  Joint  Committee  of  any  cases 
which  come  to  the  notice  of  the  Borough  Surveyor. 

Public  Cleansing. 

The  reconstruction  of  the  refuse  disposal  and  organic  by-products  plants 
was  commenced  in  October,  and  it  is  anticipated  that  the  work  will  be  com¬ 
pleted  during  1937.  There  were  no  important  changes  in  other  branches  of  the 
service. 

Closet  Accommodation. 

The  accommodation  in  the  Borough  at  the  end  of  December,  1936,  was 
as  follows  : — 

Fresh-water  Carriage  System  .  23,708 

Pail  Closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,011 

Waste-water  Closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,267 

Privy  Middens  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  43 
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CONVERSION  OF  PAIL  CLOSETS  TO  THE 
WATER-CARRIAGE  SYSTEM. 

The  original  number  of  pail  closets  which  existed  in  the  Borough  in  191 1 
was  approximately  14,031  ;  in  October,  1933,  this  was  increased  by  453  by  the 
inclusion  of  Norden  and  Bamford  districts,  and  at  the  end  of  last  year  (1935) 
the  total  of  14,484  had  been  reduced  to  2,319,  of  which  only  1,168  could  be 
dealt  with. 

The  position  now  is  that  1 1 ,906  have  been  converted  and  389  have  been 
done  away  with  under  the  conversion  scheme  as  not  being  required,  leaving 
an  estimated  total  of  2,011  pail  closets  still  to  be  dealt  with,  of  which  1,437  arc 
at  dwellings.  The  statement  of  the  number  of  closets  converted  since  the 
commencement  of  the  work  in  1911  is  appended  in  Table  I.,  and  is  shown  in 
five-year  periods. 

It  will  be  seen  from  that  Table  that  1,926  additional  closets  have  been 
installed  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  joint  accommodation  up  to  separate,  and 
if  these  are  included  the  total  number  of  closets  completed  is  13,832. 

Analysis  of  Remaining  Accommodation — Separate  Accommodation. 

Table  II.  shows  that  of  the  1,437  pail  closets  remaining  at  dwellings,  604 
are  separate  accommodation  and  833  joint  accommodation.  Of  the  604 
separate  closets  164  can  at  present  be  dealt  with  under  the  conversion  scheme. 
There  are  440  of  these  separate  closets  the  conversion  of  which  is  held  up  by  : — 

(1)  Unsuitability  or  insufficiency  of  sewers  ; 

(2)  Owing  to  being  situated  in  areas  to  be  dealt  with  in  the  Housing 
Committee’s  “  Five  Year  Plan  ”  either  by  demolition  or  by  breaking 
through  of  the  houses. 

The  cases  which  do  not  come  under  the  conversion  scheme  proper  and  to 
which  the  Committee  do  not  contribute  number  516.  These  are  situated  at 
mills,  workshops,  churches,  clubs,  schools,  etc.  In  addition  there  are  58  closets 
at  farms,  of  which  only  one  can  be  dealt  with. 

Joint  Accommodation. 

Of  the  833  jointly  used  closets  773  are  waiting  for  new  sewers  or  arc  included 
in  the  “  Five  Year  Plan.”  These  cannot  be  immediately  dealt  with,  and,  includ¬ 
ing  those  w’hich  are  now  in  hand  or  in  progress,  there  remains  a  total  of  60  which 
at  the  end  of  1936  were  under  consideration  and  for  all  of  which  there  were 
Notices  outstanding. 

The  small  number  of  closets  converted  in  1936  is  due  in  some  measure  to  the 
polky  of  the  Committee  in  discouraging  expenditure  on  property  which  owing 
to  bad  arrangement,  lack  of  space,  etc.,  are  likely  to  come  under  the  considera¬ 
tion  of  the  Housing  Committee  when  the  "  Five  Year  Plan  ”  has  been  com¬ 
pleted. 
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There  were  in  1936  four  schemes  of  conversion  which  cost  over  /TOO.  The 
range  is  shown  below  : — 


Conversion  Schemes  during  1936  costing  between  £150  and  £200  ...  2 

”  ”  >>  £100  and  £150  ...  2 

”  ”  >•  £50  and  £100  ...  4 

”  ”  ”  ><  £40  and  £50  ...  4 


In  some  of  these  cases  many  additional  water-closets  have  had  to  be  erected  ; 
these  additional  closets  being  at  the  sole  expense  of  the  owner  and  without 
contribution  by  the  Corporation. 


During  the  year  1936  many  valuable  improvements  have  been  carried  out 
in  conjunction  with  this  conversion  of  joint  closets.  Some  indication  of  this  is 
found  when  considering  the  total  cost  of  all  work  during  1936,  when  59  closets 
were  installed  in  dwelling-houses  (the  remaining  29  being  at  workshops,  etc.), 
which  amounted  to  £1,561,  whilst  in  1922,  when  the  largest  number  of  closets 
for  one  year  were  put  in  (1,800)  the  cost  was  only  £20,024.  This  means  that 
whereas  in  1922  the  cost  to  owners  of  conversion  and  accompanying  improve¬ 
ments  was  about  £11  per  closet,  the  cost  in  1936  was  £26  10s.  Od.  This  fact  is 
easily  appreciated  when  it  is  remembered  that  new  drainage  and  the  recon¬ 
struction  of  buildings,  as  well  as  such  improvements  as  mentioned  above,  has 
been  the  rule  in  connection  with  the  joint  accommodation  dealt  with  in  recent 
years.  The  nature  of  this  work  and  some  idea  of  its  extent  can  be  gathered 
from  the  brief  summaries  given  later  in  this  Report  of  the  more  important 
improvements  carried  out  in  connection  with  joint  accommodation. 


Notes  Regarding  Table  II. 

Table  II.,  which  is  appended,  gives  in  detail  a  statement  of  the  pail  closet 
accommodation  in  Rochdale  in  December,  1936. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  number  of  conversions  held  up  for  the  want  of  proper 
sewerage  is  873,  and  that  773  others  cannot  be  considered  owing  to  being 
involved  in  the  Housing  Committee’s  “  Five  Year  Plan.” 

It  will  also  be  seen  that  116  mills  and  workshops  still  have  pail  closets 
numbering  363,  many  of  which  cannot  be  converted  for  reasons  shown.  The 
Day  Schools  mentioned  in  the  Table  are  Healey  School  and  St.  Paul’s  School, 
Norden,  where  no  sewer  is  available. 


As  regards  licensed  premises  the  conversions  are  involved  with  other 
structural  alterations  which  are  from  time  to  time  required  by  the  licensing 
justices.  5 
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Attention  is  drawn  to  the  footnote  of  Table  II.,  which  gives  the  number  of 
premises  affected  as  distinct  from  the  number  of  closets. 

It  will  be  seen  that  many  conversions  are  here  held  over  from  want  of 
sewers.  Amongst  these  are  several  cases  of  outlying  hamlets  where  the  possi¬ 
bility  of  new  sewers  being  constructed  is  very  remote. 


Waste-water  Closets. 

During  the  present  year  1937  it  is  expected  that  the  conversion  of  waste- 
water  closets,  which  number  over  2,000,  will  be  expedited  by  a  contribution 
to  the  cost  by  the  Health  Committee. 


A.  E.  DUNCAN, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 


TABLE  I. 

STATEMENT  SHOWING  PROGRESS  OF  CONVERSION 
WORK  FROM  COMMENCEMENT. 


Period 

Conversions 

Additional 

Closets 

Installed 

Total 

1911—1915  . 

2646 

208 

2854 

1916—1920  . 

67 

1 

68 

1921—1925  . 

4705 

355 

5060 

1926—1930  . 

3220 

1005 

4225 

1931—1935  . 

1203 

334 

1537 

1936  . 

65 

23 

88 

11906 

1926 

13832 

(a)  71  pail  closets  not  required  have  been  abolished  during  1936. 
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TABLE  II. 

SHOWING  STATE  OF  PAIL  CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION 
IN  THE  BOROUGH  AT  THE  END  OF  DECEMBER,  1936. 


Description 

Total 

Pail 

Closets 

in 

Borough 

Not  immediately  convertible 

Total 
remaining 
to  be 
dealt 
with 

No  sewer 
available 

Sewer 

unsuitable 

Included  in 
Housing  C’s 
‘5  Yr.  Plan’ 

At  Dwellings — 

Joint . 

833 

148 

24 

601 

60 

Separate 

604 

178 

98 

164 

164 

*At  Mills  and 

Workshops 

363 

135 

117 

3 

108 

*At  Churches, 

Schools,  Clubs 

138 

110 

2 

— 

26 

*At  Licensed 

Premises 

15 

6 

— 

3 

6 

At  Farms  ... 

58 

55 

— 

2 

1 

2,011 

632 

241 

773 

f365 

f  Notices  for  all  of  the  365  pail  closets  remaining  have  already  been 
served. 

*  Number  of  premises  concerned  : — 

Mills  and  Workshops .  I 

Churches,  Sunday  Schools,  Clubs,  etc . 

Day  Schools  (Healey  and  St. Paul’s) . 

Licensed  Premises 

The  above  figures  now  include  accommodation  in  the  Norden  and 
Bamford  Wards. 
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PAIL  CLOSET  CONVERSIONS. 

The  Additional  Work  carried  out  during  the  year  in  connection  with 
Pail  Closet  Conversions  is  summarised  below. 

(a)  Joint  Accommodation- 

No.  of  Houses  affected  .  40 

No.  of  Pail  Closets  existing .  30 

No.  of  W.C.’s  provided  .  40 

Main  drainage  reconstructed  on  modem  principles  ...  6 

Main  drainage  partly  reconstructed .  2 

Branch  drains,  etc.,  reconstructed .  30 

Inspection  chambers  and  vent  shafts  provided  to  existing 

drainage  .  7 

Increased  yard  space .  24 

Houses  broken  through  or  provided  with  back  doors  and 

made  through  .  13 

Back  to  back  or  inset  cottages  attached  or  utilised  ...  6 

Bath  rooms  provided .  17 

(b)  Separate  Accommodation — 

No.  of  houses  affected  13 

Closet  buildings  repaired  ...  .  7 

Pail  closets  pulled  down  and  re-erected  .  1 

Pail  closets  pulled  down  and  inside  W.C.s  installed  ...  2 

Main  drainage  partly  reconstructed .  2 

Branch  drains,  etc.,  installed  or  reconstructed  ...  •••  11 

Inspection  chambers  and  vent  shafts  provided  to  existing 

drainage  .  1 

Increased  yard  space .  2 

Yard  walls  rebuilt  or  partly  rebuilt  1 
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The  following  are  typical  examples  of  the  works  involved  in  the  schemes  of 
conversion  referred  to  : — 


Ref. 

No.  of 
Houses 
affected 

No.  of 
Pail 
Closets 
existing 

No.  of 
W.C.s. 
provided 

Particulars  of  Improvement 

A. 

(Joint) 

10 

(Origin¬ 
ally  16 
houses) 

10 

10 

Sixteen  houses  broken  through  to  form  10 
through  houses.  New  main  drain  with 
access  and  ventilation  provided  ;  new 
branch  drains  laid  to  each  house.  10 
inside  water-closets  provided  ;  baths, 
new  lavatory  basins,  larders  and  scul¬ 
leries  installed  in  each  house.  New 
type  lire  ranges  installed  in  all  rooms 
of  the  houses,  and  general  repairs  car¬ 
ried  out  to  render  the  houses  lit  for 
habitation  and  to  meet  the  require¬ 
ments  of  the  Housing  Committee. 
Ashtubs  replaced  by  sanitary  ash- 
bins  and  block  of  10  insanitary  pail 
closets  demolished.  Public  street  closed 
to  provide  adequate  yard  space. 

B. 

(Joint) 

8 

5 

8 

Sewer  extended  by  Borough  Surveyor’s 
Dept.  New  main  drainage  with  access 
and  ventilation  installed.  Block  of  five 
insanitary  pail  closets  demolished, 
eight  new  water-closet  buildings  erect¬ 
ed  and  all  new  branch  drains  and 
gullies  provided.  Ashtubs  replaced  by 
sanitary  ashbins  ;  yard  space  increased. 

C. 

(Joint) 

8 

4 

4 

New  main  drainage  with  access  and  vent¬ 
ilation  provided.  New  branch  drains 
and  new  surface  drainage  installed. 
Block  of  four  insanitary  and  dilapidated 
pail  closets  demolished  and  eight  new 
water-closet  buildings  erected.  Ash¬ 
tubs  replaced  by  sanitary  ashbins. 

D. 

(Separate) 

2 

2 

2 

Inspection  chamber  renovated  and  extend¬ 
ed  (14ft.  deep).  New  branch  drain 
(50ft.  in  length)  provided  to  serve  two- 
new  water-closets  in  existing  buildings 
which  were  repaired  and  made  suitable 
for  the  purpose. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 

422  Preliminary  or  Informal  Notices  and  21  Statutory  Notices  for  the 
abatement  of  nuisances  and  the  remedy  of  sanitary  defects  in  and  around 
dwellings  were  served  on  owners  and  occupiers,  and  resulted  in  the  accom¬ 
plishment  of  works  given  in  the  classified  statement  below. 

Statement  of  Removal  of  Nuisances  in  and  around  dwellings 
as  distinct  from  work  carried  out  under  the  Housing  Acts. 


Nature  of  Work  Done 


Nos. 


Houses — 

Houses  limewashed  and  cleansed 

Houses  repaired — walls  and  ceilings  (including  dampness) 
floors 
roofs 

General  house  fittings  repaired  (boilers,  fire  ranges,  etc.) . 

„  ,,  ,,  (doors,  staircases  and  hand-rails) 

House  chimneys  repaired 

Window  Cords  Repaired  . 

Window  Frames  Repaired 

Eaves  troughing  repaired  . 

Rain  water  pipes  repaired  . 

Rain  water  pipes  disconnected  . 

Waste  pipes  repaired  and  (or)  trapped  . 

Water  supply  pipes  repaired . 

Slopstones  replaced  or  repaired 

Caravans  removed  from  unsuitable  sites.  Houses  provided  with 

proper  water  supply  . 

Defective  Coal  Shutes  and  Grates  repaired  . 


7 

82 

20 

80 

31 

6 

9 

26 

19 

31 

19 

1 

13 

11 


1 

1 


Yards,  Passages — 

Yard  surfaces  repaired...  . 

Passage  surfaces  repaired  . 

Yard  walls  rebuilt  or  repaired  . 

Yard  Gates  repaired . 

Accumulations — 

Offensive  accumulations  removed 

Stagnant  water  removed  from  cellars,  passages,  etc. 

Building  accumulations  removed  . 

Closets — 

Water-closets  repaired  or  altered 

Additional  closets  provided — previously  insufficient 

(For  pail  closets  converted  see  under  conversion  of  pail 
closets) 

Pail  closets  and  water-closets  cleansed  . 

Waste  Water  Closets  repaired  . . 


4 

1 

3 

3 


14 

7 

1 


23 

16 


4 

2 
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Nature  of  Work  Done 

Ashplaces- — 

Ashplaces  repaired  or  reconstructed 
Ashbins  renewed 

(See  under  Separate  and  Joint  Pail  Closet  Conversions 
under  Conversion  Scheme) 


Drains — 

Main  drains  reconstructed  or  given  proper  outlets 

Drains  repaired  only 

Drains  opened  and  cleansed 

New  gulley  tops  provided  and  fixed 

General — 

Effluvium  and  dust  nuisances  abated 

Keeping  of  animals  discontinued  (dogs,  fowls,  etc.) 

Unsuitable  latrine  on  building  site  removed  . 

Burning  of  refuse  discontinued  . 

Note.— See  also  under  Factory  and  Workshops  Acts,  Additional 
works  in  connection  with  conversion,  etc. 


Nos. 


6 


2 

6 

26 

2 


2 

6 

1 

1 


During  the  year  it  was  necessary  in  one  case  to  apply  for  a  Magistrates’ 
Order  to  authorise  entry  to  premises  where  a  nuisance  was  suspected  to 
exist,  and  in  one  other  case  it  was  necessary  to  take  legal  proceedings 
to  enforce  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  a  Statutory  Notice.  In 
both  cases  appropriate  Orders  were  made  by  the  Justices. 


FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACTS. 

Retail  Bakehouses. 

The  number  of  bakehouses  now  on  the  register  is  197.  These  have  been 
legulaily  inspected,  and  cleansing  and  limewashing  carried  out  on  intimation 
from  the  Inspector  in  66  cases. 


A  high  standard  of  cleanliness  has  been  generally  maintained,  and  it  has 
not  been  found  necessary  to  issue  any  statutory  notices  in  this  respect. 

Workshops. 

474  inspections  of  workshops  have  been  carried  out  during  the  year,  and  in 
8  cases  the  sanitary  arrangements  have  been  improved.  See  Table  XIII., 
Appendix,  for  full  particulars  of  inspections  under  these  Acts. 

Smoke  Abatement. 

The  recorded  observations  during  1966  numbered  165.  The  observations 
were  for  one  half-hour  each,  and  were  confined  to  factory  chimneys  in  the 
Borough.  The  time  limit  for  the  issue  of  dense  smoke  fixed  by  the  Town  Council 
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is  two  minutes  per  half-hour,  and  this  time  limit  was  exceeded  during  1936 
on  21  occasions.  In  one  case  proceedings  were  instituted  which  resulted  in  the 
Justices  making  an  Order  for  abatement  against  the  firm  concerned  and  imposing 
a  fine  of  £2.  In  a  further  case  strong  representations  to  the  firm  resulted 
in  an  overhaul  of  the  Hue  system  and  the  execution  of  extensive  repairs. 
Statutory  notices  were  served  on  17  firms  requiring  them  to  abate  the  excessive 
emission  of  dense  smoke. 

The  number  of  times  when  the  issue  of  moderately  dense  smoke  (as  distinct 
from  dense  smoke)  exceeded  ten  minutes  in  the  half-hour  and  where  special 
letters  were  sent  was  3. 


Atmospheric  Polution 

During  1936-37  the  Health  Committee  carried  on  the  observations  of 
atmospheric  deposit  with  one  gauge  situated  at  the  rear  of  the  Town  Hall. 
The  following  figures  refer  to  the  results  obtained  from  this  gauge  up  to  the  end 
of  March,  1937  ;  it  should,  however,  be  noted  that  the  averages  arc  based  on 
the  results  of  1 1  months’  observations,  since  the  month  of  February'  is  not 
included  owing  to  the  gauge  being  damaged  by  the  frost. 

MEAN  MONTHLY  DEPOSIT  OF  SOLIDS  IN  ROCHDALE 

during  1936-37. 

TABLE  A. 


Total  Deposit  in  English  tons  per  square  mile. 


Year 

Total 

Solids 

Highest 

Lowest 

Undissolved 

Percentage  of 
Undissolved 
matter  to  Total 

1936-37 

15.17 

26.78 
Oct.,  1936 

8.95 

Aug.,  1936 

8.19 

53.33% 

From  April  1st,  1936,  to  March  31st,  1937,  the  mean  monthly  deposit  of 
solids  averaged  15.17  tons  per  square  mile,  as  against  19.80  tons  in  the  previous 
year  ;  the  deposit  for  the  year  1936-37  is  therefore  the  lowest  on  record  for  the 
Borough.  From  the  following  table  it  may  be  seen  that  a  steady  decrease 
occurred  up  to  1933  ;  from  1933  to  1935  a  slight  increase  occurred,  which, 
however,  has  given  place  to  the  low  figures  recorded  for  1936-1937. 
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TABLE  B. 

MEAN  MONTHLY  DEPOSIT  OF  ALL  SOLIDS  IN  ROCHDALE, 

1916-1937. 


English  tons  per 
square  mile 

Average  1916-1927— 

(Technical  School  Gauge) 

59.6 

Average  1927-1928 — 

(9  Gauges)  . 

33.2 

Average  1928-1930 — 

(5  Gauges)  . 

29.9 

Average  1930-1932 — 

(2  Gauges)  . 

23.4 

1932-33  (1  Gauge)  . 

16.3 

1933-34  (1  Gauge) . 

18.9 

1934-35  (1  Gauge)  . 

20.08 

1935-36  (1  Gauge)  . 

19.80 

1936-37  (1  Gauge)  . 

15.17 

TABLE  C. 

Mean  Monthly  Deposit. — English  Tons  per  Square  Mile. 


Total  Solids 

Sulphates 

as 

so3 

Tarry 

Matter 

Period 

Undiss’lv’d 

Matter 

Dissolved 

Matter 

Total 

1928  and  1929 
(5  gauges) 

20.41 

9.82 

30.24 

2.69 

0.43 

1929  and  1930 
(5  gauges) 

20.88 

8.82 

29.70 

2.42 

0.45 

1930  and  1931 
(2  gauges) 

16.38 

9.83 

26.21 

2.83 

0.39 

1931  and  1932 
(2  gauges) 

12.75 

7.92 

20.67 

1.98 

0.40 

• 

1932  and  1933 
(1  gauge) 

10.09 

6.22 

16.31 

1.63 

0.31 

1933  and  1934 
(1  gauge) 

10.34 

8.64 

18.98 

2.82 

0.41 

1934  and  1935 
(1  gauge) 

10.43 

9.65 

20.08 

3.82 

0.34 

1935  and  1936  ... 

(1  gauge) 

10.22 

9.58 

19.80 

3.11 

0.35 

1936  and  1937  ... 

(1  gauge) 

8.19 

6.98 

15.17 

2.29 

0.33 
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SEASONAL  DEPOSIT. 

TABLE  D. 

Mean  Monthly  Deposit. — English  Tons  per  Square  Mile. 


Month 

Total  Solids 

Sulphates 

as 

S03 

Tarry 

Matter 

Undiss’lv’d 

Matter 

Dissolved 

Matter 

Total 

April — 1936 

8.05 

4.90 

12.95 

1.50 

0.38 

May . 

6.96 

4.21 

11.17 

1.61 

0.33 

June  . 

9.66 

5.79 

15.45 

2.65 

0.43 

July  . 

11.50 

7.70 

19.20 

2.52 

0.33 

August  . 

3.60 

5.35 

8.95 

1.96 

0.18 

September . 

7.32 

8.03 

15.35 

3.06 

0.38 

October  . 

10.17 

16.61 

26.78 

3.39 

0.28 

November . 

6.25 

6.40 

12.65 

2.50 

0.33 

December . 

7.60 

4.18 

11.78 

1.40 

0.33 

January — 1937  ... 

* 

— 

— 

— 

— 

February  . 

11.27 

9.03 

20.30 

2.98 

0.33 

March  . 

7.70 

4.56 

12.26 

1.61 

0.33 

Averages  ... 

8.19 

6.98 

15.17 

2.29 

0.33 

*  Gauge  damaged  by  frost.  All  averages  are,  therefore,  based  on  the 
1 1  months  for  which  records  are  available. 


Common  Lodging-houses. 

During  the  year  the  supervision  of  the  Common  Lodging-houses  in  the 
Borough  was  transferred  from  the  Watch  Committee  to  the  Health  Committee. 

There  arc  thirteen  of  these  premises  registered  ;  comprising  81  rooms  and 
providing  accommodation  for  724  persons — 707  beds  being  provided  for  the  use 
of  males  and  17  for  the  use  of  couples  or  for  females. 

Weekly  visits  of  inspection  are  paid  to  these  premises,  and  it  has  been 
found  that,  with  few  exceptions,  they  are  conducted  in  a  satisfactory  manner. 

Some  of  the  premises,  however,  are  not  considered  to  be  in  all  respects 
suitable  for  their  purpose. 

HOUSING. 

Statistics  relating  to  the  number  of  houses  erected,  inspections  and  action 
taken  under  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts  are  given  below 
l. — Inspections  op  Dwelling-Houses  during  the  Year: — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  887 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  .  1549 
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(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub-head  (1) 

above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the 
Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  ...  ...  ...  306 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  612 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so  danger¬ 

ous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  303 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to 

under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all 

respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  330 

2. — Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service  of 
Formal  Notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or 
their  Officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  308 


3. — Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year  : — 

A.  — Proceedings  under  Sections  17,  18  and  23  of  the  Housing  Act,  1930  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 

service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  — 

B.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 
served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  : — 


Statutory  Notices  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Preliminary  Notices  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  381 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 
after  service  of  formal  notices  :  — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  — 

C. — Proceedings  under  Sections  19  and  21  of  the  Housing  Act,  1930  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 

Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  60 


(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 
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D. — Proceedings  under  Section  20  of  the  Housing  Act,  1930  : 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  .  33 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the 
tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  2 

4. — Housing  Act,  1935 — Overcrowding  : 

(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the  year  709 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  .  722 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  .  4023 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during  the 

year .  722 

(as  “(a)  (2)”  above) 

(c)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the 

year  .  6 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  ...  42 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses  have  again 

become  overcrowded  after  the  Local  Authority  have 
taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of  overcrowding .  — 

(e)  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  overcrowding  con¬ 

ditions  upon  which  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  may 
consider  it  desirable  to  report 

Unhealthy  Areas. 

During  the  year  1 1  areas  were  inspected  and  reported  upon,  and  on  the  21st 
October,  1936,  were  officially  represented  under  the  Housing  Acts  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health. 

On  October  29th,  1936,  the  Town  Council  made  Orders  for  Clearance. 
Objections  were  received  for  property  in  nine  of  the  areas,  and  the  Ministry  of 
Health  held  an  enquiry  into  the  Council's  application  for  confirmation  of  the 
Orders  on  February  2nd,  1937. 

The  areas  in  question  were  : — 

Pym  Street  Area,  consisting  of  89  houses  and  1  disused  dwelling-house 
accommodating  272  persons  ; 

Rope  Street  Area,  consisting  of  25  houses  and  1  disused  dwelling-house 
accommodating  83  persons  ; 

Paddock  No.  5  Area,  consisting  of  10  houses  and  accommodating  21 

persons  ; 

Paddock  No.  6  Area,  consisting  of  20  houses  and  3  disused  dwelling- 
houses  accommodating  77  persons  ; 
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Paddock  No.  7  Area,  consisting  of  9  houses  and  2  disused  dwelling- 
houses  accommodating  39  persons  ; 

Strange  Street  Area,  consisting  of  13  houses  accommodating  55  persons  ; 

Temple  Street  Area,  consisting  of  18  houses  accommodating  47  per¬ 
sons  ; 

Proctor’s  Place  Area,  consisting  of  8  houses  and  1  disused  dwelling- 
house  accommodating  29  persons  ; 

Huntingdon  Bank  Area,  consisting  of  5  houses  accommodating  22 
persons  ; 

Blossom  Place  Area,  consisting  of  10  houses  and  3  disused  dwelling- 
houses  accommodating  40  persons  ; 

Butterworth’s  Yard  Area,  consisting  of  11  houses  accommodating  28 
persons. 

These  eleven  Clearance  Areas,  together  include  228  houses  and  1 1  disused 
dwelling-houses,  the  population  of  the  areas  totalling  706,  and  the  Ministry  of 
Health  have  confirmed  the  Orders  almost  in  their  entirety,  only  3  occupied 
premises  being  excluded. 


Overcrowding  Survey. 

The  measurement  of  all  working  class  houses  in  the  Borough,  in  addition 
to  those  found  to  be  overcrowded  and  possibly  overcrowded  in  the  first  survey, 
was  practically  completed  at  the  end  of  the  year.  This  involved  a  further 
measurement  of  23,026  houses  in  order  to  provide  information  to  property 
owners  as  to  the  permitted  number  of  persons  for  each  dwelling.  The  majority 
of  property  owners  have  been  supplied  with  this  information  for  entry  in  the 
rent  books. 

A  full  report  on  the  preliminary  survey  was  published  in  the  Medical 
Officer’s  Report  for  1935,  although  the  work  was  carried  out  in  1936. 

Disinfestation  of  Houses  and  Furniture. 

During  1936  the  Housing  Department  have  referred  to  the  Public  Health 
Department  49  Council  houses  found  to  be  affected  with  vermin.  These  have  been 
treated  at  the  expense  of  the  Housing  Committee,  either  by  fumigation,  the 
spraying  of  liquid  vermicide,  or  both,  according  to  the  extent  of  infestation. 
A  block  of  four  of  these  Council  houses  which  were  found  to  be  badly  infested 
were  vacated  and  treated  with  hydro-cyanic  acid  gas  and  the  treatment  proved 
efficacious.  In  most  cases  the  picture  moulds,  skirting  boards,  architraves  and 
covering  woodwork  have  been  removed  and  separately  treated  before  being 
reinstated.  This  work  has  called  for  170  visits  for  inspection  and  treatment. 
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In  addition  1 1  houses  not  owned  by  the  Council  have  been  treated  at  the 
request  and  expense  of  the  respective  landlords,  26  visits  being  paid  to 

these  houses. 

In  connection  with  the  removal  of  tenants  from  Clearance  Areas  a  system 
of  disinfestation  of  furniture  and  effects  by  hydro-cvanic  acid  gas  was  estab¬ 
lished  in  1934.  This  is  carried  out  by  a  firm  of  experts,  and  is  supervised  by  the 
staff  of  this  Department.  The  furniture  is  loaded  into  a  large  van  purchased 
at  the  expense  of  the  Housing  Committee,  is  taken  to  an  open  space  at  the 
Cleansing  Department,  and  there  treated  in  the  van  ;  the  furniture  is  afterwards 
delivered  direct  to  the  new  house  provided. 

In  order  to  avoid  any  possible  risk  to  human  beings  from  hydro-cyanic 
acid  gas  each  family  is  supplied  with  a  mattress  and  pillows  for  one  night, 
their  own  bedding  being  returned  to  them  on  the  following  day,  after  being 
thoroughly  aired  at  the  Cleansing  Department. 

This  method  has  proved  eminently  successful,  and  after  the  first  few  weeks 
no  opposition  by  persons  alleged  by  the  Department  to  have  furniture  requiring 
treatment  has  been  experienced.  The  furniture  and  effects  from  14  houses 
were  treated  in  this  way  during  the  year,  involving  42  visits  by  the  Inspector. 
This  comparatively  small  number  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the  Housing  Depart¬ 
ment  have  not  been  in  a  position  to  take  larger  numbers  of  these  cases  as  tenants 
during  1936,  but  it  is  anticipated  that  the  work  will  be  considerably  more 
extensive  during  1937. 

INSPECTION  ANI)  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


Dairies  and  Cowsheds. 

The  number  of  farms  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  1936  was  108.  The 
number  of  visits  paid  by  the  Dairy  Inspector  was  422.  During  the  year  the 
following  improvements  have  been  made  under  notice  from  this  Department : — 


Shi ppons  reconstructed  ...  .  11 

New  Dairies  provided  ...  6 

Middensteads  provided  4 

Farms  discontinued  .  3 

Farms  reconstructed .  3 


In  the  case  of  seven  other  farms  which  are  under  not 


ce  for  improvements 


or  reconstruction  of  farm  premises,  the  work  is  in  progress  or  has  been  arranged. 


Milkshops. 

The  number  of  shops  retailing  milk  in  bottles  is  216.  The  number  of  shops 
retailing  unbottled  milk  is  5.  The  number  of  visits  paid  by  the  Dairies  Inspector 
was  131. 
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Inspection  of  Premises  used  for  the  Preparation  and  Sale  of  Foodstuffs. 

The  inspection  of  all  premises  used  for  the  preparation  and  sale  of  foodstuffs 
has  received  constant  attention  during  the  year,  and  2,332  visits  have  been  made. 
4  of  the  premises  have  been  discontinued  on  notice  by  the  Inspector.  13  notices 
have  been  served  in  respect  of  others  for  limewashing  and  cleansing. 


Meat  and  Food  Supply. 

The  foodstuffs  delivered  in  the  Borough  during  the  year,  taken  collectively, 
show  a  good  standard  of  quality. 

The  number  of  recognised  slaughter-houses  in  the  Borough  is  16  ;  of  this 
number  3  are  registered  and  13  are  licensed  annually. 

Offensive  Trades. 

The  number  of  premises  at  which  these  trades  are  carried  on  in  the  Borough 
is  as  follows  : — 

Tripe  boiling  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Gut  Scraping  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  .  j 

Fellmongering  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  j 

Knacker’s  Yard  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

The  number  of  visits  to  these  premises  during  the  year  was  28. 


Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act,  1919. 

During  the  year  185  visits  were  made  to  premises  regarding  which  com¬ 
plaints  had  been  received  under  the  above  Act.  One  part-time  rat  catcher 
is  employed  by  the  Department,  and  the  total  number  of  rats  actually  caught 
was  272.  The  premises  dealt  with  include  slaughter-houses,  dwelling- 
houses,  shops  and  warehouses,  on  which  918  rat-baits  and  9  tins  of  rat  lime 
were  used. 


Tuberculosis  Order,  1925. 

The  Watch  Committee  are  the  authority  responsible  for  the  administration 
of  this  Order,  but  the  actual  work  of  inspection,  etc.,  is  carried  out  by  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  his  Inspectors.  Periodical  reports  are  submitted 
to  the  Watch  Committee.  The  number  of  animals  examined  under  the  Order 
was  120,  and  the  number  of  cows  showing  signs  of  tuberculosis  was  5.  These 
were  slaughtered  and  the  opinion  as  to  the  tuberculous  condition  confirmed. 
The  total  amount  of  compensation  paid  to  the  owners  of  these  animals  during 
the  year  was  £37. 
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Foodstuffs  seized  or  surrendered  and  destroyed  as  unfit  for  human  food. 


Disease  or  Condition 

No.  of 
animals 
affected 

Weight 
in  lbs. 

Tuberculosis 

132 

30,346 

Septicaemia 

13 

7,229 

Pyaemia 

5 

2,613 

Abscesses 

101 

1,010 

Jaundice .  . 

5 

608 

Pericarditis 

46 

460 

Dropsy  . . 

5 

451 

Cirrhosis 

127 

1,270 

Imperfect  bleeding 

20 

1,139 

Frozen  Meat 

,  , 

2,045 

Immaturity  (Calves) 

8 

252 

Actinomycosis 

Unwholesome  Food — 

4 

112 

Fruit  and  Vegetables 

.  . 

1,071 

Fish 

258 

Hares 

8 

Turkeys  . 

12 

Ducks . 

4 

Chickens  . 

15 

Rabbits  . 

1,046  Cou 

pies 

Miscellaneous 

,  , 

1,906 

Total  22  tons  13  cwts.  1  qr.  6  lbs. 

ACCREDITED  MILK. 

During  1935  and  1936  a  Clean  Milk  Competition  was  organised  by  the 
Public  Health  Department  in  conjunction  with  the  Local  Farmers’  Association, 
with  the  result  that  16  Farmers  within  the  area  of  this  Borough  entered  the 
Competition  ;  the  average  number  of  cows  being  21  per  farm.  The  standard 
was  the  same  as  prescribed  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  for  Accredited  Producers, 
and  each  sample  obtained  during  the  Competition  had  also  to  comply  with  the 
standard  prescribed  by  the  Food  and  Drugs  (Adulteration)  Act. 

The  Competition  was  carried  on  for  four  months,  and  the  results  obtained 
and  the  standards  adopted  were  very  satisfactory. 

The  average  bacterial  count  from  all  farm  samples  was  8,208  per  c.c.,  as 
compared  with  the  standard  of  200,000  per  c.c.  allowed  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  ; 
while  the  samples  taken  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  (Adulteration)  Act  averaged 

Milk  Fat  . 3.83  per  cent. 

Non-fatty  Solids  . 8.69  „ 

as  compared  with  the  minimum  allowed  under  the  Act  of 

Milk  Fat  . 3.0  per  cent. 

Non-fatty  Solids  . 8.5  „ 

The  following  conditions  had  to  bo  observed  by  each  Fanner : — 

(a)  Covered  milking  pails  had  to  be  used  ; 

(b)  Caps  and  overalls  to  be  used  during  milking  ; 

(c)  Washing  facilities  for  milkers  ; 

(d)  Hind  quarters  and  udders  to  be  clipped  ; 

(e)  Shippons  to  be  cleaned  out  and  washed  down  before  milking ; 

(f)  Boskins,  posts,  etc.,  if  of  wood,  to  be  scrubbed  instead  of  limewashed. 
These  and  other  conditions  of  the  competition  were  rigidly  adhered  to  by  the 
Judges. 
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The  majority  of  the  farmers  who  joined  the  Competition  later  became 
Accredited  Producers,  the  number  of  these  increasing  during  the  year  to  21. 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES  (CONSOLIDATION)  ACT,  1915. 
Tuberculous  Milk. 

During  the  year  126  samples  of  milk  have  been  taken  in  the  Rochdale 
streets  for  the  purpose  of  detecting  supplies  of  tuberculous  milk.  These  samples 
represented  the  milk  of  about  1,500  cows,  and  were  taken  in  batches  at  various 
periods  of  the  year.  Of  the  samples  58  were  from  Rochdale  Borough  farmers, 
and  68  were  from  County  farmers  delivering  milk  in  the  Borough.  The  number 
found  to  be  positively  tubercular  was  : — 

From  Rochdale  Farmers  ...  ..  a  ia  qqo/  \ 


From  County  Farmers 

The  following  Table  gives  this  information  concisely  : — 


h 

lumber  of  Samples 

taken 

Samples 

Negative 

Samples 

Positive 

Percentage 

Jan.  ^ 

r  Borough 
»  County 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

_ 

z 

Feb. 

Borough 

County 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ . 

March 

\ 

Borough 

County 

19 

7 

16 

7 

3 

_ 

15.8% 

April  ^ 

Borough 

County 

4 

16 

3 

15 

1 

1 

25.0% 

6.6% 

May  / 

Borough 

County 

4 

6 

4 

6 

— 

_ 

— 

June  / 

Borough 

County 

1 

8 

1 

8 

— 

— 

_ _ 

July  / 
\ 

Borough 

County 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

Aug. 

\ 

Borough 

County 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sept.  | 

Borough 

County 

4 

6 

4 

6 

— 

— 

— 

October  ^ 

Borough 

County 

13 

7 

13 

7 

— 

— 

_ 

Novem.  ^ 

Borough 

County 

11 

9 

11 

9 

— 

— 

_ 

Decern. 

Totals  ^ 

Borough 

County 

2 

8 

2 

8 

— 

_ 

— 

Borough 

Sounty 

58 

68 

54 

67 

4 

1 

6.89% 

1.47% 

Combined 

Totals  ... 

- -v - - 

126 

- v - > 

121 

Y - ' 

5 

3.97% 

52 


It  will  be  seen  that  3.97  per  cent,  of  all  the  mixed  samples  were  found  to 
contain  tubercle  bacilli,  as  against  8  per  cent,  in  1935  ;  5.7  per  cent,  in  1934  ; 
10.57  per  cent,  in  1933  ;  6.2  per  cent,  in  1932  ;  9.1  per  cent,  in  1931  ;  and  7.8 
per  cent,  in  1930. 

Each  positive  sample  was  followed  up  bv  secondary  samples  from  all  cows 
on  infected  farms  ;  the  number  of  secondary  samples  necessary  for  the  Borough 
was  59. 

The  work  is  being  continued  on  a  similar  scale  during  1937. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  (Adulteration)  ACT,  1928. 

319  samples  of  food  and  drugs,  as  against  347  in  1935,  were  obtained  by  the 
Inspector,  24  of  which  on  analysis  were  found  not  to  comply  with  the  require¬ 
ments  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  (Adulteration)  Act.  The  following  is  a  list  of  the 
samples  obtained  : — 


Description 

Number  taken 

Result  of  Analysis 

Formally 

Informally 

Genuine 

Adulterat’d 

Milk  . 

208 

40 

224 

24 

Skimmed  Milk 

1 

i 

... 

Butter  . 

3 

3 

•  .  • 

Margarine .  . 

2 

2 

Lard  . 

3 

3 

Tea . 

5 

5 

Cream  ...  ...  . 

1 

1 

... 

Dried  and  Preserved  Fruit 

11 

11 

Coffee 

3  . 

3 

... 

Sausages  . 

1 

1 

Cocoa 

2 

2 

Malt  Vinegar  . 

2 

2 

... 

Sweets  . 

3 

3 

... 

Chocolate . 

2 

2 

Sundry  Groceries  and  Institutional 
Supplies 

26 

26 

Whisky  . 

5 

5 

Rum  .  . 

... 

1 

1 

Total 

208 

111 

295 

24 

319 

319 
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Of  the  24  samples  reported  as  adulterated,  proceedings  were  instituted  in  6 
cases  in  regard  to  milk.  Convictions  were  obtained  in  all  cases,  and  fines 
totalling  £31,  together  with  analyst’s  fees  and  costs,  were  imposed.  In  5  other 
cases  the  vendors  were  exonerated  as  a  result  of  appeal  to  cow  samples  or  of 
samples  taken  in  course  of  delivery  ;  one  case,  although  below  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  limit  of  genuineness,  was  proved  genuine  on  the  application  of  the 
Hortvet  Freezing  Point  Depression  Test ;  4  others  were  informal  samples,  and 
the  remaining  eight  were  only  slightly  below  standard. 


12  appeal  to  cow  samples  were  taken  at  farms,  and  in  one  case  a  farmer  was 
lined  £5  and  costs  for  refusing  to  allow  the  County  Authorities  to  procure  an 
appeal  to  cow  sample  which  had  been  requested  by  this  Department. 


The  full  analysis  of  milk  samples  in  connection  with  which  proceedings 
were  taken  is  given  in  the  following  table  : — 


Percentage  of 

No. 

Fatty 

Solids 

Non-Fatty 

Solids 

Water 

Extent  of  Adulteration 

226 

2.50 

8.96 

88.54 

16.6  per  cent,  fat  deficiency. 

318 

3.40 

7.88 

88.72 

7.2  per  cent,  extraneous  water. 

335 

2.72 

8.35 

88.93 

1.7  per  cent,  extraneous  water. 

443 

2.67 

8.98 

88.25 

11  per  cent,  fat  deficiency. 

461 

4.15 

8.33 

87.52 

2  per  cent,  extraneous  water. 

479 

4.35 

7.26 

88.39 

14.5  per  cent,  extraneous  water. 

Borough  Analyst’s  Annual  Report. 

“  319  samples  were  submitted,  consisting  of  248  milks,  nine  dried  and  /or 
“  preserved  fruit,  five  each  of  whisky  and  tea,  four  baking  powders,  three  each 
“  of  sweets,  coffee,  butter,  lard  and  flour,  two  each  of  cocoa  and  margarine,  one 
“  each  of  cream,  skimmed  milk,  sausage  and  rum,  and  25  miscellaneous  samples. 

“  Milk  alone  accounts  for  24  adulterated  and/or  ‘  non-standard  ’  samples, 
“  and  the  proportion  of  such — practically  one  in  every  ten — is  materially  higher 
“  than  hitherto,  and  somewhat  disquieting  in  view  of  previous  satisfactory 
“  returns.  In  this  relation,  one  need  not  enlarge  unduly  on  recent  statistics 
“  as  shown  in  the  following  table  : — 


Number  of 

samples 

Number  of 

samples 

Percentage  of 

Year 

analysed 

adulterated 

adulteration 

Total 

Milk 

Total 

Milk 

Total 

Milk 

1933 

381 

345 

27 

27 

7.0 

7.8 

1934 

475 

412 

37 

27 

7.7 

6.5 

1935 

346 

319 

17 

16 

4.9 

5.0 

1936 

319 

248 

24 

24 

7.5 

10.0 
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“  As  pointed  out  in  the  report  for  the  quarter  ended  31  / 12  36,  the  necessity 
“  of  unceasing  vigilence  and  systematic  control  is  very  real.  Indeed,  the  pre- 
"  dominating  type  of  adulteration  calls  for  strong  comment,  since  no  less  than 
“  fifteen  afforded  definite  evidence  of  the  presence  of  more  or  less  extraneous 
“  water  ;  eight  contained  below  the  required  percentage  of  fat  (Sale  of  Milk 
Regulations,  1901),  the  deficiency  varying  from  3,  to  as  much  as  21  per  cent. 
“  The  remaining  sample,  adversely  reported  upon,  showed  a  natural  deficiency 
“  in  non-fatty  solids  as  distinct  from  dilution  with  water,  and  this,  incidentally, 
“  illustrates  the  dual  value  of  the  Freezing-Point  (Hortvct)  test,  in  that  it  pro- 
“  tects  the  producer  of  abnormal,  but  otherwise  genuine,  milk,  whilst  affording 
“  physiological  confirmation  of  adulteration. 

“  The  practice  continues  of  issuing  formal  certificates  of  analysis  to  the 
“  Chief  Inspector  of  your  Department,  and,  in  the  case  of  milk  samples,  of 
“  setting  out  their  percentage  constitution.  Thus,  yearly  fluctuations  in  quality 
“  are  plotted,  and  seasonal  variations  noted,  which  form  useful  data  for  com- 
“  parative  and  other  purposes.  Including  all  adulterated  samples,  the  mean 
“  annual  composition  of  the  milk  supply  is,  of  course,  well  above  the  minima  of 
“  fatty  and  non-fatty  solids  prescribed  by  the  Regulations,  and  attention  is 
“  called  to  the  entire  absence  of  preservatives  and  colouring  matter. 

“  Some  eight  varieties  of  foodstuffs,  shown  in  the  above  list,  are  governed 
“  by  Public  Health  (Preservatives,  etc.,  in  Food)  Regulations,  which  were 
“  duly  observed  in  every  case. 

“  Of  the  edible  fats,  moisture-contents  were  within  the  statutory  limits, 
“  and  sound  commercial  quality  was  indicated  in  these  and  further  samples  of 
“  condiments  and  miscellaneous  groceries,  nor  were  the  spirits  (w'hisky  and  rum) 
“  broken  down  beyond  the  legal  strength  of  35°U.P. 

“  In  fine,  as  regards  samples  other  than  milk,  the  yearly  record  could  not 
“  be  improved. 

“  It  remains  to  acknowledge  the  willing  services  and  valuable  co-operation 
“  of  your  Chief  Inspector,  who  has  unselfishly  followed  to  their  source  many 
“  samples  of  milk  during  the  period  under  review. 

“  (Signed) 

"  S.  ERNEST  MELLING, 

“  Public  Analyst.” 


Ra£  Flock  Acts,  1911  and  1928. 

There  are  no  premises  in  this  Borough  where  rag  flock  is  manufactured. 
Regular  inspections  of  premises  have  been  made  where  such  Hock  is  vsed  in  the 
making  of  mattresses,  but  it  has  not  been  considered  necessary  to  take  any 
samples  of  rag  Hock  for  analysis. 

Shops  Act,  1934. 

Durng  the  year  167  inspections  have  been  carried  out  and  13  notices  under 
the  Act  were  served  in  connection  with  contraventions  of  the  requirements. 
All  of  these  notices  have  been  complied  with. 
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PREVALENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

(A)  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  GENERALLY. 

The  general  incidence  of  the  chief  infectious  diseases  during  1936  has 
continued  as  in  the  previous  year,  much  below  the  average,  with  a  total  of  990 
cases,  as  against  807  in  1935,  and  an  average  of  1,268  during  the  five  years 
1931-35. 

Scarlet  fever,  measles,  whooping  cough  and  chicken-pox  were  the  most 
prevalent  with  a  total  of  713  cases,  or  72  per  cent,  of  the  total  notifications  of 
infectious  diseases. 


Diphtheria,  with  only  55  notifications,  showed  the  lowest  incidence  of  any 
year  since  1913. 


Comparative  figures  of  the  most  prevalent  diseases  are  set  out  below,  and 
further  details  as  to  age  distribution  and  annual  incidence  are  shown  in  Tables 
IV.  and  V.,  Appendix. 


Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria 
Tuberculosis  ... 
Pneumonia  . . . 
*Whooping  Cough 
*Chicken-pox  ... 

*  Measles 
Other  Diseases 


Average  5  years 


1936 

1935 

1931-35 

181 

211 

209 

55 

86 

136 

118 

94 

112 

51 

57 

79 

146 

10 

77 

98 

168 

202 

288 

129 

394 

53 

52 

59 

990 

807 

1268 

*  Not  compulsorily  notifiable.  Information  from  Reports  of  Head 
Teachers  of  Public  Elementary  Schools. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

The  accompanying  chart,  showing  in  graph  form  the  incidence  of  scarlet 
fever  in  Rochdale  during  the  last  35  years  shows  several  interesting  points.  It 
is  apparent  that  scarlet  fever  has  reached  epidemic  proportions  at  intervals  of 
eight  years.  On  that  expectation,  therefore,  another  epidemic  should  occur  in 
Rochdale  in  1938,  and  may  therefore  show  evidence  of  commencing  in  the 
winter  of  1937.  It  may  also  be  noted  that  the  extremes  of  the  graph  are 
approaching  each  other,  in  other  words,  there  is  evidence  of  a  gradual  levelling 
out  process,  so  that  instead  of  peak  periods  separated  by  troughs  of  low  incidence 
there  may,  in  future,  gradually  develop  a  more  uniform  incidence  at  a  moder¬ 
ately  elevated  level.  Such  an  occurrence  would  probably  be  more  in  keeping 
with  the  reduced  virulence  of  the  disease  than  would  the  severe  epidemic  attacks 
which  characterised  the  disease  in  its  more  virulent  form  at  the  beginning  of  the 
century. 
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Striking  evidence  of  the  diminished  virulence  of  scarlet  fever  is  afforded 
by  the  accompanying  table  : — 

Average  Death  Rates  per  100  cases. 


1902-06  3.2 

1907-11  3.2 

1912-16  1.4 

1917-21  1.1 

1922-26  1.8 

1927-31  0.5 

1932-36  0.8 


Diphtheria. 

In  contrast  with  the  graph  of  the  incidence  of  scarlet  fever,  an  other  showing 
the  incidence  of  diphtheria  in  Rochdale  is  also  included.  Since  this  includes 
only  one  period  of  severe  epidemic  prevalence  of  the  disease,  it  is  impossible  to 
draw  any  conclusions  as  to  the  future.  Its  contemplation  is,  however,  salutory 
in  that  the  recent  decrease  of  cases  of  diphtheria  in  Rochdale,  which  decrease 
coincides  with  the  establishment  of  facilities  for  anti-diphtheritic  immunisation, 
is  shown  to  reach  no  lower  level  than  was  reached  in  1913. 

It  is  therefore  apparent,  taking  into  consideration  also  the  long  trough  of 
low  incidence  which  occurred  between  1918  and  1926,  that  many  years  must 
elapse  before  the  benefits  of  any  such  scheme  as  anti-diphtheritic  immunisation 
can  be  safely  adjudged  from  the  standpoint  of  incidence  alone. 

Mortality. 

The  deaths  registered  as  due  to  infectious  diseases  include  1  Measles, 
3  Whooping  Cough,  3  Diphtheria  and  3  Encephalitis  Lethargica,  making  a 
total  of  11)  as  compared  with  15  deaths  in  the  corresponding  group  during  the 
previous  year  and  with  31  deaths  in  the  year  1934 

Marland  Hospital. 

There  were  232  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  193  diphtheria,  and  69  other  diseases, 
totalling  494,  admitted  to  this  Hospital  during  the  year.  Of  this  number  218 
cases — 119  diphtheria,  77  scarlet  fever  and  22  other  diseases  were  admitted  from 
outside  districts  (Middleton  67,  Ileywood  68,  Chaddcrton  41,  other  districts 
such  as  Whitworth,  Shaw,  etc.,  42). 

The  case  mortality  was  equal  to  4  per  cent,  of  the  cases  treated,  as  com¬ 
pared  with  3.9  in  the  previous  year.  Of  the  23  deaths  15  wrere  due  to  diphtheria. 


Count/  Borough  of  Rochdale  —  Diphtheria  Incidence  —  1902-1936. 
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A  summary  of  cases  admitted  to  Hospital  is  given  below  : — 


DISEASE 

In 

Hospital 
on  31st 

Admits 

during 

Dis- 

Died 

Remain¬ 
ing  in 
Hospital 
at  end  of 
Year 
1936 

Average 

stay  in 
Hospital 
of 

Patients 

Ages  of  Patients 
Admitted 

December 

1935 

the 

Year 

charged 

Disch’rg’d 

Days 

Under 

5  Years 

5—15 

Years 

Above 

15  years 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

47 

232* 

259 

20 

35 

48 

137 

47 

Diphtheria 

19 

193  f 

184 

15 

13 

38 

42 

121 

30 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

•  •  • 

5 

4 

1 

45 

1 

4 

Cerebro  Spinal 
Meningitis  ... 

1 

1 

1 

Measles 

3 

4 

6 

1 

17 

3 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

.  .  . 

5 

5 

... 

29 

5 

Erysipelas 

1 

16 

15 

1 

1 

26 

2 

14 

Puerperal  Fever  & 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

16 

15 

1 

1 

38 

16 

Other  Diseases  ... 

4 

8 

9 

2 

1 

101 

2 

2 

4 

Tuberculosis 

... 

14 

6 

2 

6 

61 

2 

12 

Total 

75 

494 

503 

23 

43 

.  .  . 

104 

273 

117 

*  Includes  3  cases  diagnosed  as  not  suffering  from  Scarlet  Fever. 
(2  Simple  Tonsillitis  ;  1  German  Measles). 


f  Includes  27  cases  diagnosed  as  not  suffering  from  Diphtheria. 
(17  Simple  Tonsillitis  ;  4  Catarrhal  or  Simple  Laryngitis  ; 

2  Broncho-pneumonia  ;  1  Laryngeal  Abscess  ;  1  Laryngitis 
and  Bronchitis  ;  1  Quinsy  ;  1  Septic  Throat.) 


Antitoxin. 

Diphtheria  Antitoxin,  Scarlatina,  Meningococcal  and  Erysipelas  Sera  arc 
distributed  on  behalf  of  the  Department  from  the  Broadfield  Pathological 
Laboratory  to  medical  practitioners,  for  use  within  the  Borough.  The  arrange¬ 
ment  of  distributing  these  sera  from  the  Public  Health  Office  has  been  discon¬ 
tinued.  Outside  Laboratory  hours,  supplies  are  available  at  Marland  Hospital. 

Milk-borne  Epidemic  amongst  School  Children. 

In  May  there  occurred  in  one  of  the  schools  of  the  area  an  outbreak  of 
diarrhoea,  sickness  and  feverishness  which  involved  in  all  some  49  children  ; 
the  cases  being  spread  over  two  days.  All  these  children  were  in  receipt  of  milk 
through  the  “  Milk  in  Schools  Scheme  ”  from  the  same  source.  Fifty-eight  other 
children  in  the  same  department  who  were  also  receiving  the  same  milk  were 
not  affected. 


There  were  9  similar  cases  in  the  Infant  Department  of  the  same  school 
whose  milk  supply  was  derived  from  a  different  source.  These  were  the  only 
9  affected  out  of  136  infants 
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There  was  no  evidence  of  the  infectious  nature  of  this  complaint  within 
the  family.  Investigation  of  other  sources  such  as  home  supplies  of  milk  and 
consumption  of  ice  cream  all  produced  negative  results. 


By  a  process  of  elimination  it  was  deduced  that  the  factor  responsible  in  the 
outbreak  was  the  bottles  in  which  the  milk  was  supplied  to  the  children.  In  the 
case  of  this  farm  the  absence  of  a  bottle  steriliser  was  the  only  abnormal  factor 
discovered.  The  milk  supplied  from  this  farm  in  bulk  to  other  consumers  had 
produced  none  of  those  symptoms  on  the  same  days.  No  evidence  of  disease 
or  illness  amongst  the  staff  handling  the  milk  nor  amongst  the  dairy  cows  was 
obtained. 


Since  the  extent  of  the  outbreak  was  not  known  in  the  Public  Health 
Department  until  the  morning  of  the  third  day,  it  was  impossible  to  obtain 
samples  of  the  milk  which  had  presumably  caused  the  outbreak.  Samples  taken 
on  the  day  of  investigation  from  bottles  supplied  to  the  school  were,  however, 
found  to  present  a  very  large  bacterial  count,  although  definite  disease-producing 
organisms  were  not  isolated. 


None  of  the  cases  involved  were  seriously  ill  and  all  were  fit  to  resume  school 
after  at  most  two  days. 


Vaccination  Acts. 

The  administrative  arrangements  in  respect  of  vaccination  are  under  the 
general  supervision  of  the  Public  Health  Department. 


The  Registrars  of  Births  and  Deaths  continue  to  act  also  as  Vaccination 
Officers  in  their  respective  districts,  while  the  work  in  connection  with  Castleton 
East  and  South  Wards  is  carried  out  by  a  member  of  the  Public  Health  Staff. 


No  vaccinations  were  carried  out  during  the  year  by  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  in  pursuance  of  the  Public  Health  (Smallpox)  Regulations,  1917. 


A  summary  of  the  Vaccination  Returns  forwarded  to  the  Ministry  of  Health 
for  the  year  1935  is  given  below  in  comparison  with  193-1  figures.  These  figures 
continue  to  show  75  per  cent,  of  statutory  exemptions  from  vaccination, 
while  only  about  12  per  cent,  of  the  children  bom  are  successfully  vaccinated. 
The  corresponding  figure  of  successful  vaccinations  in  England  and  Wales  is 
36.0  per  cent. 
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Summary  of  the  Vaccination  Returns  forwarded  to  the  Ministry 
of  Health  for  the  year  1935,  as  compared  with  the  Year  1934. 


1935 

1934 

Total 

Percent¬ 

age 

Total 

Percent¬ 

age 

Number  of  successful  vaccinations . 

Number  insusceptible  to  vaccination 
Number  of  exemptions 

Number  died  unvaccinated 

Number  not  traceable,  or  removed  to  other 
districts,  or  postponed 

81 

498 

38 

32 

12.5 

76.7 

5.9 

4.9 

109 

2 

561 

30 

42 

14.7 

0.3 

75.4 

4.0 

5.6 

Total  number  of  children  born 
*—  - - - -  *  *  *  * 

649* 

100.0 

, 

744* 

100.0 

*  Excluding  children  born  at  Birch  Hill  Hospital. 


(B)  TUBERCULOSIS. 


There  were  118  cases  of  tuberculosis — 95 
—notified  during  the  year,  as  against  94  the 
112  during  the  five  years  1931-35. 


respiratory  and  23  non-respiratory 
Previous  year,  and  an  average  of 


Comparative  numbers  of  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  registered  since  the 
year  of  compulsory  notification  are  shown  below 


Average 

Notifications 

5  year 

Non- 

periods 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Total 

1913—17 

184 

108 

292 

1918—22 

216 

52 

268 

1923—27 

85 

40 

1 95 

1928—32 

85 

36 

121 

1933 

91 

24 

115 

1934 

1935 

75 

67 

25 

27 

100 

94 

1936 

95 

23 

118 
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The  118  cases  notified  during  1986,  together  with  the  number  of  deaths 
resulting  from  the  disease  are  arranged  in  the  following  table,  according  to  age, 
sex,  and  type  of  the  disease  : — 


New  Cases 

Deaths 

Age  Periods 

Respiratory’ 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  i  year 

i — 5  years  . . 

... 

... 

2 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

5—15  ..  •  • 

6 

6 

4 

11 

1 

1 

1 

4 

15—25  •  • 

9 

11 

1 

4 

4 

5 

... 

25—35  ..  •  • 

10 

11 

•  •  • 

2 

5 

8 

... 

... 

35—45  »  •  • 

10 

6 

1 

1 

6 

2 

1 

... 

45—55  »  •  • 

9 

5 

.  •  • 

... 

6 

3 

1 

1 

55 — 65  „  . . 

7 

2 

... 

1 

4 

2 

1 

•  •  . 

65  years  and 
over  . . 

2 

1 

... 

... 

2 

1 

1 

1 

Total 

53 

42 

7 

16 

28 

21 

11 

6 

I  am  indebted  to  Dr.  Hey  worth,  the  Clinical  Tuberculosis  Medical  Officer, 
for  the  accompanying  note  bearing  on  the  increase  in  tuberculosis  infections 
during  the  year  : — 

During  the  year  there  has  been  a  general  increase  in  all  the  separate  activi¬ 
ties  of  the  Department,  as  compared  with  the  previous  three  years.  The 
increase  has  been  evidenced  evenly,  month  by  month,  throughout  the  year, 
both  in  the  total  number  of  new  cases  examined  (including  contact  cases),  the 
number  of  new  notifications,  and  in  Dispensary  attendances,  special  examina¬ 
tions,  home  visits,  consultations,  etc. 

There  has  been  a  slight  increase  in  the  incidence  of  all  forms  of  tuberculosis, 
and  all  ages  have  been  equally  affected,  the  increase  corresponding  to  the  normal 
age  and  sex  incidence  curve. 

Following  on  the  progressive  decline  in  incidence  of  all  forms  of  tuberculosis 
during  the  previous  three  years  (an  occurrence  which  threatened  to  group 
Rochdale  in  regard  to  tuberculosis  on  a  health  footing  with  an  inland  Spa),  some 
increase  was  to  be  anticipated  on  statistical  expectation  alone. 
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The  chief  factors  which  have  actually  influenced  the  incidence  of  all  forms 
of  the  disease  have  been  those  which  have  contributed  to  ill-health  generally 
in  the  town,  namely,  the  waves  of  influenzal  infections  which  visited  the  town 
in  the  Spring  and  Winter,  and  the  prevalence  throughout  the  whole  year  of 
conditions  which  have  promoted  and  maintained  respiratory  catarrhal  infec¬ 
tions. 

It  will  be  remembered  that,  apart  from  a  brief  period  of  healthful  sunny 
days  in  March  of  last  year,  there  was  practically  no  Spring  weather  and  the 
Summer  was  long  delayed.  There  was  a  succession  of  humid  days,  de-vitalising 
and  enervating.  The  Autumn  was  characterised  by  three  consecutive  weeks 
of  almost  continuous  fog.  These  climatic  conditions  have  been  responsible  in 
many  cases  for  keeping  alive  and  promoting  the  spread  of  catarrhal  infections 
ordinarily  relieved  by  sunshine  and  tonic  breezes,  and  have  had  the  effect  of 
stimulating  to  activity  latent  tuberculosis  which  might  otherwise  have  remained 
dormant. 

Another  factor  which  has  stimulated  latent  tuberculosis  into  activity, 
particularly  the  form  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  in  the  adult,  has  been  the 
general  increase  in  industrial  employment  in  the  town  whereby  many  adults 
who  have  survived  varying  lengthy  periods  of  unemployment  have  broken- 
down  in  health  on  resuming  their  old  occupations. 

It  is  to  be  expected  that  the  health  and  climate  factors  previously  men¬ 
tioned  will  have  a  delayed  effect  and  will  maintain  the  present  incidence  of 
tuberculosis  in  all  forms  during  the  ensuing  year,  since  there  is  some  “  lag  ”  in 
time  between  the  onset  of  the  disease  and  its  development  sufficiently  to  demand 
attention. 

The  industrial  factor  may  be  expected  to  contribute  increasingly  to  tuber¬ 
culosis  incidence  as  the  development  of  industry  further  absorbs  into  employ¬ 
ment  cases  of  dormant  tuberculosis  which  will  be  activated  by  the  stresses  and 
strains  to  which  they  have  long  been  unaccustomed. 

It  is  some  assurance  to  feel  that  the  Department  is  prepared  for  any  such 
developments  and  is  well  equipped  and  organised  to  combat  them. 

The  beneficial  effect  of  the  successful  Health  Exhibition  held  in  February, 
1936,  cannot  easily  be  assessed  ;  there  has  been  evident  in  both  new  and  old 
patients,  both  in  Dispensary  attendances  and  in  home  visiting,  an  increased 
knowledge  of  the  different  manifestations  of  tuberculosis  and  of  the  measures  to 
be  taken  to  combat  the  disease  and  to  prevent  its  spread,  the  hygiene  necessary 
in  cases  of  home  nursing,  the  extent  of  the  period  of  Sanatorium  treatment  to 
be  undertaken,  and  the  essential  factors  of  rest  and  suitable  feeding. 

The  Health  Visitor  who  carries  out  the  bulk  of  the  home  visiting,  and  to 
whose  efforts  is  due  the  large  number  of  “  contact  ”  cases  examined  during  the 
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year,  has  found  that  these  attendances  have  been  more  easily  secured  and 
indeed  her  visits  generally  have  been  facilitated  as  a  direct  result  of  the  Health 
Exhibition. 


It  is  interesting  to  note  that  during  the  ten  years  1926  to  1935,  with  the 
exception  of  the  year  1935,  Rochdale  was  included  amongst  21  County  Boroughs 
having  the  lowest  mortality  rates  in  respect  of  all  forms  of  tuberculosis  out  of 
the  83  County  Boroughs  in  England  and  Wales.  The  only  County  Borough 
which  exceeds  this  record  is  Blackpool,  which  is  included  in  the  21  in  each  of  the 
ten  years.  The  second  position  is  shared  with  Rochdale  by  Bath,  Bournemouth, 
Burton-on-Trent,  Doncaster,  Eastbourne,  Oxford  and  Southport,  together 
with  the  industrial  centres  Bolton,  Halifax,  Smethwick  and  West  Bromwich. 


Tuberculosis  Dispensary. 

Three  Clinic  sessions  have  been  held  weekly  as  in  previous  years — Tuesday 
evening,  Wednesday  afternoon,  and  Friday  morning. 


There  were  337  new  cases  (214  adults  and  123  children)  referred  for  exam¬ 
ination  by  the  Tuberculosis  Officer,  chiefly  by  general  practitioners  and  the 
School  Medical  Officer,  and  of  this  number  143  were  examined  as  contacts. 
These  cases  are  classified  in  table  below  along  with  comparative  figures  for  the 
previous  year  : — 


Sex 

Adults 

Children 

PULMONARY 

NOT 

tuberculous 

i? 

ij 

?  a. 

Is 

3 

TOTAL 

PULMONARY 

Non- 

pulmonary 

NOT 

tuberculous 

Diagnosis 
not  completed 

j  TOTAL 

|  T.B.  minus 

T.B.  + 
Groups 

Non- 

pulmonary 

T.B.  minus 

T.B.  + 
Groups 

I.  II.  III. 

I. 

II. 

III. 

Males 

20 

...  I  18  5 

1 

56 

1 

101 

5 

... 

... 

... 

5  54 

2 

66 

Females 

16 

3  13  ... 

10 

71 

... 

113 

3 

1 

... 

. 

7  45 

57 

Totals 

36 

3  31  5 

n 

127 

1 

214 

8 

1 

... 

1 

12  99 

2 

123 

Year  1935 

24 

2  27  5 

18 

137 

... 

213 

i 

8 

... 

1 

... 

8  57 

1 

75 

1 

Year  1934 

19 

...  1  35  7 

10  122 

3 

1% 

9 

... 

1 

... 

8  96 

1 

115 

— 

It  will  be  observed  from  this  Table  that  of  the  337  cases  (167  males  and  170 
females)  examined,  108  or  32  per  cent,  were  diagnosed  as  suffering  from  some  form 
of  tuberculosis,  as  compared  with  32  per  cent,  in  1935,  and  28  per  cent,  in  1934. 
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The  work  in  connection  with  the  Dispensary  is  shown  in  detail  in  Table  VII 
Appendix,  and  is  here  briefly  summarised  along  with  corresponding  figures  for 
the  previous  year  : — 

1936  1935 


Number  of  New  Cases  examined  ... 

337 

288 

Total  Number  of  Attendances  of  Patients 

2,272 

2,456 

Number  of  Attendances  of  Old  Cases  . 

Average  Attendance  per  Clinic  (Year  1936 — Highest  28 

1,935 

2,168 

Lowest  4)  . 

15 

18 

Number  of  Contacts  examined 

143 

112 

Dressings  and  Injections  carried  out  during  the  year  ... 
Home  Visits  and  Consultations  by  Tuberculosis  Officer 

539 

762 

Year  1936 — (144  home  visits  and  643  letters,  tele¬ 
phones,  etc.) 

787 

617 

Home  Visits  by  Tuberculosis  Nurses  . 

2,079 

2,079 

Number  of  necessitous  patients  who  have  had  milk  granted 
Number  of  necessitous  patients  who  have  had  malt  and 

36 

33 

oil  granted 

13 

12 

Wasserman  Tests  taken  at  the  Dispensary 

7 

15 

Year  1936 — (Positive  1,  Negative  6) 

X-Ray  Examinations 

161 

142 

X-Ray  Work. 

Patients  requiring  radiological  examination  are  mainly  referred  to  Spring- 
field  Sanatorium,  but,  to  suit  the  convenience  of  patients,  a  few  cases  have  been 
referred  to  Birch  Hill  Hospital  or  the  Rochdale  Infirmary.  A  full  report  and 
X-ray  plate  is  returned  to  the  Dispensary  in  each  case.  During  the  past  year 
there  were  161  X-ray  examinations,  as  against  142  the  previous  year. 

Extra  Nourishment. 

Grants  of  special  nourishment  in  the  form  of  milk  or  malt  and  cod  liver 
oil  are  made  to  the  non-insured  persons  and  selected  necessitous  cases  waiting 
admission  to  Sanatoria,  or  who  may  have  received  an  adequate  course  of 
Sanatorium  treatment  and  may  be  expected  to  maintain  or  recover  full  working 
capacity.  During  the  past  year  49  cases  were  granted  extra  nourishment  : — 

Milk  ...  ...  ...  36  (25  adults  and  1 1  children)  ; 

Malt  and  Oil  ...  ...  13  (3  adults  and  10  children). 

Provision  of  Clothing. 

In  26  necessitous  cases  (17  adults  and  9  children)  selected  for  admission 
to  a  Sanatorium,  suitable  clothing  and  footgear  was  provided  by  the  Local 
Authority. 
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Residential  Treatment. 

There  were  39  patients  in  residence  at  Sanatoria  on  December  31st,  1935, 
and  during  the  year  118  other  patients  (70  male  ;  48  female)  were  admitted, 
chiefly  to  Wolstenholme  Pulmonary  Hospital  and  Springfield  Sanatorium. 
The  13  patients  admitted  to  Stannington,  Eastby,  and  the  Memorial 
Home,  Norden,  are  all  children  of  school  age. 


At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  56  patients  undergoing  treatment  in 
residential  institutions.  Details  are  given  in  the  following  Table  : — 


U  dig 

O  O 

Admissions 

<0 

Institutions 

In  Hospital 
Sanatorium 
31st  Dec.,  If 

Total 

Males 

|  Females 

Discharged 

during  1936 

Died 

Remaining 

in  Hospital 

at  end  of  193 

Average 
stay  in 
Hospital 
of 

Patients 

disch'rg'd 

Months 

Manchester  Royal  Inf. 

1 

1 

1 

Wolstenholme  Pulmonary 
Hospital  . 

12 

47 

47 

34 

7 

18 

4.7 

Springfield  Sanatorium 

9 

34 

.  •  • 

34 

27 

4 

12 

4.6 

Marland  Hospital 

•  •  • 

14 

11 

3 

6 

2 

6 

2.0 

Stannington  Sanatorium 

6 

8 

5 

3 

6 

... 

8 

10.2 

Manchester  Skin  Hosp. 

•  •  • 

2 

•  •  • 

2 

2 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

2.4 

Harlow  Wood  Hospital... 

2 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

1 

1 

•  .  . 

Eastby  Sanatorium 

5 

3 

3 

•  •  • 

2 

1 

5 

9.5 

Memorial  Home,  Norden 

2 

2 

1 

1 

3 

•  •  • 

1 

16.9 

Shropshire  Orth. Hospital 

3 

5 

1 

4 

4 

... 

4 

2.2 

Crossley  Sanatorium  ... 

... 

2 

1 

1 

1 

... 

1 

2.8 

Total 

39 

118 

70 

48 

85 

16 

56 

There  were  16  deaths  of  tubercular  patients  in  institutions  during  the  year. 


The  Springfield  Sanatorium,  which  is  controlled  by  the  Local  Authority  of 
this  Borough,  provides  36  bods  for  female  patients,  18  of  which  are  reserved  for 
patients  residing  in  the  area  of  the  Lancashire  County  Council. 

In  addition  to  the  34  Rochdale  patients  admitted  during  the  year,  as  shown 
in  the  above  table,  there  were  41  patients  admitted  from  the  County  area, 
making  a  total  of  75  admissions  during  1 9*46. 

Returns  relating  to  patients  treated  in  residential  institutions,  as  forwarded 
to  the  Ministry  of  Health,  are  reprinted  in  Table  VI.  Appendix. 

Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  and  Public 

Health  Act,  1925  (Section  62). 

The  former  relates  to  persons  engaged  in  the  milk  or  dairy  trade  who  are 
suffering  from  tuberculosis,  while  the  latter  confers  powers  for  the  removal  to 
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hospital  of  infectious  persons  suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis.  No  occasion 
has  arisen  during  the  year  where  it  has  been  found  necessary  to  make  use  of  the 
powers  conferred  by  this  Act  and  Regulation. 


(C)  VENEREAL  DISEASES. 


There  are  five  medical  clinics  held  each  week,  three  for  male  patients  and 
two  for  female  patients,  of  which  three  are  held  in  the  evening  to  suit  the  public 
convenience. 

Intermediate  treatment  may  be  obtained  daily  at  stipulated  hours. 


The  arrangement  whereby  one  of  the  Health  Visitors  was  in  charge  of  the 
Female  Clinic  was  discontinued  in  the  last  quarter  of  the  year. 

In  view  of  the  increasing  demands  on  the  time  of  the  Health  Visitors,  as 
well  as  increased  work  at  the  Clinic,  it  was  found  impossible  to  continue  this 
arrangement  and  a  nurse  was  therefore  appointed  for  this  particular  purpose. 
It  is  now  possible  to  make,  in  respect  of  the  Female  Clinic,  arrangements  analo¬ 
gous  to  those  made  for  intermediate  treatment  in  the  Male  Clinic. 


The  arrangement  was  already  working  satisfactorily  by  the  end  of  the  year, 
and  good  results  are  expected  from  it. 


The  clinic  serves  mainly  Rochdale  residents  and  those  of  the  adjoining 
County  districts  under  an  Agreement  with  the  Lancashire  County  Council,  but 
residents  of  other  areas  are  also  at  liberty  to  obtain  free  treatment  and  advice. 


Patients  under  Treatment  or  Observation. 

There  were  302  patients  (males  228,  females  74)  dealt  with  for  the  first  time 
during  the  year,  and  the  district  of  residence  classification  was — Rochdale 
216,  adjoining  County  District  84,  and  other  Districts  2.  In  addition  there 
were  417  cases  under  treatment  or  observation  and  carried  forward  from  the 
previous  year  1935,  making  a  total  of  719  cases  (516  males  and  203  females) 
under  treatment  or  observation  during  the  year  under  review,  as  against  797 
in  1935  and  825  in  1934. 
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The  patients  dealt  with  during  the  last  two  years  are  classified  below 
according  to  the  type  of  the  disease  . 


1.  — Number  of  Cases  on 

January  1st  under 
treatment  or  observa¬ 
tion  . 

2. — Number  of  Cases  re¬ 

moved  from  the  Regis¬ 
ter  during  any  previous 
year  which  returned 
during  the  year  under 
report  for  treatment 
or  observation  of  the 
same  infection 

3.  — Number  of  Cases  dealt 

with  for  the  first  time 
during  the  year  under 
report  (exclusive  of 
Cases  under  Item  4)  .. 

4.  — Number  of  Cases  dealt 

with  for  the  first  time 
during  the  year  under 
report  known  to  have 
received  treatment  at 
other  Centres  for  the 
same  infection 


TOTAL 


Syphilis 


1936 


263 


1935 


291 


Soft 

Chancre 


1936 


41 


306 


72 


367 


1935 


Gonorrhoea 


1936 


121  133 


1935 


170 


174 


6 


298 


Conditions 
other  than 
Venereal 


TOTALS 


1936 


21 


91 


313 


112 


1935 


121 


129 


1936 


407 


302 


719 


1935 


439 


348 


Congenital  syphilis  in 
children  under  15  years 
of  age. 


Total  number  oi  patients'! 

under  treatment  at  end  > 

of  year  : —  J 


Male  Patients 
Female  Patients 


516 

203 


797 

584 

213 


Keturm  from  other  districts  show  that  19  Rochdale  patients  received 
treatment  at  other  Ccntres-Manchester  9,  Salford  6,  and  Bury  4. 


Clinic  Attendances. 


Attendances  by  patients  for  irrigation,  dressings,  etc., 

arc  shown  in 

sum- 

mary  below,  in  comparison  with  previous  years  . 

Year 

1936 

Year 

1935 

Year 

1934 

Year 

1933 

No.  of  patients  under  treatment  719  ... 

Attendances  of  Patients  : — 

797  .. 

825  ... 

630 

(a)  For  individual  attention 

of  the  Medical  Officer  ...  8,584  ... 

9,142 

...  10,593  ... 

9,557 

(b)  For  intermediate  treatment— 

irregation,  dressings  ...  9,378  ... 

9,923 

...11,838  ... 

5,388 
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In-Patient  Treatment. 

The  Marland  Isolation  Hospital  and  the  General  Hospital  at  Birch  Hill  are 
both  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  for  the  reception  of  cases  of  venereal 
disease  requiring  treatment  in  a  residential  institution,  but  during  the  year  only 
one  case  was  admitted  for  treatment. 

Pathological  Examinations. 

The  arrangements  with  the  Broadfield  Laboratory  for  microscopical 
examination  for  gonococci  and  with  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Manchester, 
for  serum  tests  for  Wassermann  reaction  have  been  continued  during  the  year. 


The  number  of  specimens  examined  at  the  approved  Laboratories  and 
by  the  Medical  Officer  at  the  Centre  was  1,151,  as  against  1,263  the  previous 
year 


-  •  •"  3  TO  '  i.  •  - 

1936 

1935 

From  V.D.  Clinic . 

485 

589 

From  Private  Practitioners 

164 

156 

From  Other  Sources 

53 

103 

Total  examined  at  the  Laboratories 
Examined  by  the  Medical  Officer  at 

702 

848 

Treatment  Centre  ... 

449 

415 

1151 

1263 

...  ...  -  - :  •  •  .--1  '  -  -  iHV  i  -  . 

— 

Arsenobenzene  Compounds. 

These  drugs  arc  supplied  by  the  Local  Authority  free  to  Medical  Practition 
ers  on  the  “  Approved  List  ”  which  consists  of  15  names. 

During  the  year  138  doses  of  arscnobensenc  were  supplied  to  “  Approved  ” 
Medical  Practitioners.  -  .  —  ' 


:  DISINFECTION.  . 

During  the  year  409  rooms  of  dwelling-houses  were  fumigated,  mainly  on 
account  of  tuberculosis  or  diphtheria  infection. 


Acting  on  the  decision  of  the  Health  Committee  the  routine  disinfection  of 
dwellings,  schools  and  public  buildings  has  been  discontinued,  except  following 
these  two  diseases,  unless  specially  desired  by  the  householder  or  doctor  in  charge 
of  the  particular  case. 
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APPENDIX. 


TABLE  I. — Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  past  ten  years 

„  II.— Causes  of  Death — Age  and  Sex  Distribution 
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TABLE  I. — Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1936,  and  previous  years. 
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TABLE  II. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AT  DIFFERENT  PERIODS  OF  LIFE, 

During  Year  1936. 


All 

Classified  Causes  of  Death 

Sex 

\ges 

0- 

1- 

2- 

5- 

15- 

25- 

45- 

65- 

l! 

ALL  CAUSES  . 

M 

F 

712 

696 

49 

27 

11 

1 

6 

4 

X  X 

26 

9 

54 

48 

235 

204 

200 

220 

123 

175 

1 — Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  Fevers 

M 

... 

... 

• 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

2 — Measles  ...  . 

M 

i 

1 

... 

.  .  • 

... 

... 

•  •• 

... 

F 

... 

... 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

3 — Scarlet  Fever 

M 

4 — Whooping  Cough 

M 

2 

1 

1 

... 

• .  • 

... 

... 

... 

F 

1 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

.  .  . 

5 — Diphtheria  . 

M 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

F 

3 

.  •  . 

.  .  . 

2 

. . . 

1 

... 

... 

... 

.  . . 

6 — Influenza 

M 

7 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

.  .  . 

4 

... 

2 

F 

12 

.  .  . 

... 

.  .  . 

... 

",  .  . 

7 

4 

1 

7 — Encephalitis  Lethargica 

M 

2 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

1 

... 

...  | 

F 

1 

... 

... 

.  .  . 

... 

1 

■  •  • 

•  .  • 

... 

.  .  . 

8 — Cerebro-spinal  Fever  . 

M 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

9 — Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory 

M 

28 

... 

.  .  . 

... 

1 

4 

11 

10 

2 

System 

10 — Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  ... 

F 

21 

1 

4 

10 

5 

1 

M 

11 

... 

... 

1 

1 

5 

1 

2 

1 

... 

F 

6 

... 

... 

... 

4 

... 

... 

1 

1 

... 

11 — Syphilis . 

M 

1 

1 

•  .  • 

... 

t... 

... 

.  .  . 

... 

... 

F 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

•  •• 

...  „ 

12 — General  paralysis  of  the  insane. 

M 

1 

•  .  • 

..  . 

... 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

1 

... 

tabes  dorsalis  . 

F 

1 

... 

... 

.  .  . 

... 

... 

1 

.  .  • 

. .  . 

13 — Cancer,  malignant  disease 

M 

71 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

32 

29 

9 

F 

100 

... 

... 

... 

... 

8 

38 

40 

14 

14 — Diabetes  ...  . 

M 

7 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

4 

3 

.  .  • 

F 

11 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

6 

5 

•  .  . 

15 — Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  &c.  ... 

M 

22 

... 

... 

... 

.  •  • 

... 

1 

6 

9 

6 

F 

29 

•  .  • 

... 

•  .  • 

. .  • 

... 

1 

7 

9 

12 

16 — Heart  Disease  ... 

M 

179 

... 

... 

... 

1 

13 

56 

58 

51 

F 

210 

... 

... 

•  .  . 

... 

... 

9 

52 

85 

64 

17 — Aneurysm 

M 

6 

•  •• 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

•  •• 

5 

i 

... 

18 — Other  Circulatory  Diseasts 

M 

60 

.  .  . 

•  •  . 

.  .  . 

... 

... 

12 

32 

16 

F 

72 

1 

18 

21 

32 

19 — Bronchitis  . 

M 

60 

2 

1 

3 

30 

13 

11 

F 

41 

4 

... 

... 

... 

... 

2 

9 

12 

14 

20 — Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

M 

48 

7 

7 

1 

2 

1 

2 

18 

6 

4 

F 

29 

4 

1 

1 

... 

3 

9 

7 

4 

21 — Other  Respiratory  Diseases  ... 

M 

4 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

4 

... 

... 

3 

-4 

1 

1  1] 

r 

... 

... 

... 

.  .  . 

... 

... 

22 — Peptic  Ulcer  . 

M 

r 

10 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

4 

4 

2 

... 

23 — Diarrhoea,  etc.  ...  . 

M 

9 

~6 

2 

F 

5 

2 

... 

... 

... 

.... 

3 

... 

.  • » 

...  J 

24 — Appendicitis  ...  . 

M 

p 

8 

1 

2 

... 

1 

2 

2 

... 

...  1 

25 —  Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

26 —  Other  Diseases  of  the  Liver,  etc 

27 —  Other  Digestive  Diseases 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

4 

1 

o 

6 

10 

***■ 

... 

-4- 

... 

i 

1 

•  M 

2 

4 

~2 

1 

4 

2 

| 

... 

... 

... 

... 

F 

17 

i 

i 

1 

l 

4 

3 

6  1 

28 — Acute  &  Chronic  Nephritis 

M 

30 

... 

... 

1 

.  .  .  _ 

2 

12 

11 

4  | 

F 

19 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

12 

4- 

2  1 

29 — Puerperal  Sepsis  . 

F 

.  .  . 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

...  1 

...  l 

30 —  Other  Puerperal  Causes 

31 —  Congenital  Debility,  Premature 

F 

4 

28 

... 

... 

... 

2 

2 

... 

...  i 

M 

28 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

...  I 

Birth,  Malformation,  etc... 

F 

12 

12 

... 

... 

... 

.  .  . 

... 

...  | 

32 — Senility  ...  ... 

M 

9 

... 

•  •• 

... 

... 

... 

... 

2 

7  1 

F 

16 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

2 

14  | 

33 — Suicide . 

M 

16 

3 

8 

4 

1  1 

F 

5 

2 

1 

2 

34 — Other  Violence . 

M 

22 

i 

9 

2 

5 

4 

u 

F 

21 

1 

1 

... 

5 

7 

7  ft 

35 — Other  Defined  Diseases 

M 

53 

3 

2 

i 

3 

7 

13 

16 

8  1 

F 

50 

2 

2 

4 

25 

13 

4  1 

36 — Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 

M 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

•  J 

r 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

-J-lli 

71 


TABLE  III. 

INFANT  MORTALITY. — Nett  Deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various 
Ages  under  one  year  of  age — Year  1936. 


Classified - 

Causes  of  Death 

AGE  AT  DEATH 

Total 

Deaths 

under 

1  year 

Under 

4  weeks 

4  weeks  to 

3  months 

3-6  months 

•  -  • 

M 

C 

0 

£ 

<> 

>o 

9-12  months 

1 

1936 

1935 

Measles  ... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

1 

... 

Whooping  Cough 

... 

•  •• 

2 

... 

... 

2 

1 

Diphtheria  . 

... 

... 

-... 

••• 

... 

... 

... 

Influenza 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

- 

Bronchitis  . 

3 

... 

... 

3 

... 

6 

1 

Pneumonia 

2 

l 

2 

2 

4 

11 

12 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  ... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Tubercular  Diseases  . 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

•  •• 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 

2 

4 

... 

2 

... 

8 

10 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

... 

... 

1 

... 

... 

-  1 

1 

Congenital  Debility, 

Malformations,  etc. 

11 

3 

1 

... 

2 

17 

33 

Premature  Birth  . 

20 

3 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

23 

26 

Suffocation 

•  •• 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

Other  Causes 

4 

... 

1 

1 

1 

7 

8 

All  Causes  . 

.  ti  ■  L  _ _ _  -  ■  ■  . 

42 

11 

7 

9 

7 

76 

93 

Nett  Births  in  the  year  : — Legitimate  1037  ;  Illegitimate  59. 

Nett  Deaths  in  the  year  ^Legitimate  infants  71  ;  Illegitimate  infants  5 

I  i 


TABLE  IV.— NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  1936 


X 

V 

lx 

e 

8 

>, 


HHl 


o 

55 


73 


TABLE  V. 

NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 
during  the  years  1931  to  1936. 


Disease 

fears 

Annual 

Average 

1 

1936 

1931 

1932 

1933 

1934 

1935 

1926- 

1930 

1931- 

1935 

Compulsorily  Notifiable — 

Small -pox  ...  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

.  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

3.8 

... 

... 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

285 

190 

181 

176 

211 

205.0 

208.6 

181 

Diphtheria  (incl.  Mem.  Croup)  ... 

132 

109 

203 

150 

86 

137.0 

136.0 

55 

Typhoid  Fever  (inch  Continued 

Fever  and  Para  Typhoid  Fever) 

6 

5 

.  , 

1 

3 

1.4 

3.0 

1 

Puerperal  Fever  . 

5 

5 

3 

2 

2 

6.2 

3.4 

•  .  • 

Puerperal  Pyrexia . 

4 

7 

5 

7 

3 

9.6 

5.2 

7 

Erysipelas  ... 

20 

28 

40 

36 

42 

30.2 

33.2 

37 

Acute  Polio  myelitis  . 

•  •  • 

... 

1 

4 

... 

1.2 

1.0 

2 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

•  •  • 

1 

4 

... 

•  •  • 

1.4 

1.0 

... 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum . 

9 

3 

4 

3 

... 

8.2 

3.8 

4 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ... 

98 

89 

91 

75 

67 

788 

84.0 

95 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

35 

31 

24 

25 

27 

38.8 

28.4 

23 

Malaria  . 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

... 

Dysentery . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

34 

2 

... 

0.2 

7.2 

•  •  • 

Acute  Enceph.  Lethargica 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

1 

2 

7.6 

1.0 

2 

Pneumonia . 

102 

57 

130 

49 

57 

60.4 

79.0 

51 

Not  Compulsorily  Notifiable— 

Whooping  Cough . 

78 

139 

23 

136 

10 

96.6 

77.2 

146 

Chicken-pox 

416 

206 

82 

139 

168 

1798 

202.2 

98 

Measles  and  German  Measles 

357 

812 

11 

661 

129 

495.6 

394.0 

288 

Total  . 

1547 

1683 

837 

1467 

807 

1361.8 

1268.2 

990 
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TABLE  VI. — Ministry  of  Health  Return  showing  the  immediate  results  of 
treatment  of  definitely  tuberculous  patients  discharged 
from  Residential  Institutions  during  1936 


Sg 

Duration  of  Residential  Treatment  in  the  Institution 

— 

Condition  at 
time  of 
discharge 

.2  3 

*•5 

•Ur.der  3  months 
but  exceeding 

28  days. 

3-6  months 

6-12  months 

More  than  12 
months 

Totals 

c| 

o 

M.  F.  Ch. 

M.  F.  Ch. 

• 

M.  F.  Ch. 

M.  F.  Ch. 

M.  F.  Ch. 

o 

H 

« 

Quiescent 

3  1  1 

.  i 

2  ...  1 

.  2 

5  1  5 

ii 

•  </> 

H  a 
„  S 

Not  quiescent 

3  2  2 

2  2  1 

2  ...  1 

.  1 

7  4  5 

16 

8  E 

Died  in 

-•  r*  ** 

u 

Institution 

2 

...  ...  i 

2  ...  1 

3 

Quiescent 

i  . 

...  ...  ... 

...  ...  ... 

...  ...  ... 

1  . 

1 

«  Cm 

Not  quiescent 

h  * 
«  O 

i  ... 

.  i 

. 

1  . 

1  1  1 

3 

s  j5 

Died  in 

U  G. 

Institution 

•••  . 

. 

. 

. 

. 

... 

•  M 

Quiescent 

...  ...  ... 

...  ~  r  ~ 

i'  ... 

...  ...  ... 

i  i  .:. 

2 

^  c. 

H  * 

cn  ^ 

Not  quiescent 

2  1  ... 

7  4  ... 

4  3  ... 

...  1  ... 

13  9  ... 

22 

3  8 

Died  in 

• 

■i-- 

u  c. 

Institution 

1  ... 

1  1  :.. 

2 

1  4  ... 

5 

”  c- 

Quiescent 

. 

. 

» •,  < 

...  ...  .;. 

... 

H  »- 

(A  O 

Not  quiescent 

1  ... 

1  . 

. 

.  ••• 

1  1  ... 

2 

2  « 

(V  p 

Died  in 

u  a. 

Institution 

2 

. 

. 

•••  ••• 

2  . 

2 

TOTALS 

-  •  . » 

1  3  3 

pulmonary 

13  7  3 

10  7  4 

10  4  2 

34  21  12 

67 

Quiescent 

.  1 

. 

...  1  ... 

*} 

«• •  “ 

...  1;  3 

4 

S  J3 

m  C 

Not  quiescent 

-  ♦  r , 

•  3*1  i  ..  f 

1 

a  |S 

•• 

••• 

*  •  J- 

Died  in 

.  *  (  *  • . 

•  1  r>  .  t 

Institution 

. 

1  . 

•  •  •  • 

1  . 

1 

15 

Quiescent 

. 

. 

.  ••• 

•••  . 

...  ...  ... 

... 

1 

Not  quiescent 

1  1 

1  ... 

. 

. 

...  2  1 

3 

2 

Died  in 

< 

Institution 

. 

. 

—  . 

. 

. 

•  •  ♦ 

Quiescent 

...  . . . 

...  ... 

I  ...  -  h 

...  - . ; 

1  ...-  1 

2 

,te 

t-.  c 

1  a 

Not  quiescent 

. 

1  ... 

..!  i  ... 

1 

o  6 

Died  in 

Institution 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

... 

Quiescent 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

... 

trt 

Not  quiescent 

i  ... 

1 

u 

•••  •••  ••• 

...  1  ... 

. 

. 

c  o 

Died  in 

£ 

Institution 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

... 

1  — 

TOTALS 

12 

non-pulmonary 

1  2 

...  3  ... 

2  1  1 

.  2 

2  5  5 

Patients  whose  stay  in  residential  institutions  has  not  exceeded  28  days  are  not 

included  in  this  table 
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TABLE  VII. — Ministry  of  Health  Return  showing  the  work  of  the 
Dispensary  during  the  year  1936. 


Pulmonary 

Non-pulmonary 

Total 

Grand 

Total 

Diagnosis 

Adults 

Children 

Adults 

Children 

Adults 

Children 

•  i  ‘  •' *  • 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

—New  Cases  examined  during 

•**■-“* 

LI  1G  yuax  i  GAGiuviiiig  g  w  nr.  d  C  Lo  j  . 

(a)  Definitely  tuberculous 

36 

28 

3 

1 

1 

10 

5 

5 

37 

38 

8 

6 

1 

(b)  Diagnosis  not  completed... 

2 

— 

194  „ 

(c)  Non-tuberculous  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

38 

42 

15 

8 

1 

— Contacts  examined  during 

the  year : — 

(a)  Definitely  tuberculous  ,... 

7 

4 

4 

— 

— 

— 

2 

7 

4 

2 

6 

(b)  Diagnosis  not  completed  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— ; 

..- - 

— 

- - 

— 

i 

— 

.  — 

— 

143 

(c)  Non-tuberculous  ...  j... 

u . 

18 

29 

39 

37 

- 1 — ■ 

—Cases  written-off  the  DiSpen- 

saty  Register  as  : — 

(a)  Recovered  ... 

(b)  Non-tuberculous  (including 

5 

3 

— 

i 

3 

5 

3 

6 

8 

8 

3 

7 

any  such  cases  previously 

,9^ 

diagnosed  and  entered  on 
the  Dispensary  Register 

as  tuberculous)  ... 

56 

72 

54 

45 

— Number  of  Cases  on  Dispen- 

sary  Register  on  i  December 
3 1st’- —  -  ' 

—  •] 

(a)  Definitely  tuberculous 

122 

85 

33! 

25 

30 

40 

22 

26 

152 

125 

55 

51 

(b)  Diagnosis  not  completed  . . . 

— 

— 

4 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

— 

.  Number  of  cases  on  Dispensary 
Register  on  January  1st 

|  *ll: 

363 

8.  Number  of  visits  by  Tuber¬ 
culosis  Officer  to  Homes 
(including  personal  consulta¬ 
tions)  ... 

.  Number  of  cases  transferred  from 
other  areas  and  cases  returned 
i  after  discharge  under  Head  3 
in  previous  years 

112 

5 

9.  Number  of  visits  by  Nurses  or 
Health  Visitors  to  Homes  for 
Dispensary  purposes.  . 

2079 

.  Number  of  cases  transferred  to 
j  other  areas, -  cases  not  desiring 
further  assistance  under  the 
!  "  scheme,”  and  cases  “  lost 
!  sight  of  ”  .;. 

1  r  i 

14 

10.  Number  of 

(a)  Specimens  of  sputum,  &c., 
examined 

(b)  X-ray  examinations  made 

in  connection  with  Dis¬ 
pensary  work  .  . 

140 

i  ■;  | 

.  Cases  written-off  during  the  year 
as  dead  (all  causes)  ... 

52 

161 

.  Number  of  attendances  at  the 
Dispensary  (including  Con¬ 
tacts)  . . 

2272 

11.  Number  of  “  Recovered  ”  cases 
restored  to  Dispensary  Regis¬ 
ter,  and  included  in  A  (a)  and 
A  (b)  above  and  B  (a) 

O 

.  Number  of  "  Insured  Persons 
under  Domiciliary  Treat- 

12.  Number  of  “  T.B.  plus”  cases 
on  Dispensary  Register  on 
December  31st 

ment  on  the  31st  December 

16 

111 

Number  of  consultations  with 
medical  practitioners  : — 

(a)  Personal 

(b)  Other 

32 

643 

76 


TABLE  VIII. 

VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

Extract  from  the  Annual  Returns  showing  the  number  of  persons  dealt 
with  at  the  Treatment  Centre  during  each  of  the  five  years  1932 — 1936. 


YEAR 

1932 

1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 

(1)  No.  of  persons  who  were  under  treat¬ 
ment,  or  observation,  at  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  year 

240 

267 

363 

439 

407 

(2)  No.  of  persons  who  ceased  to  attend 
in  previous  years  and  who  returned 
to  the  Centre  suffering  from  the  same 
infection 

2 

5 

2 

2 

(3)  No.  dealt  with  during  the  year  for 
the  first  time  (new  cases) 

298 

357 

462 

356 

310 

(4)  No.  of  persons  who  ceased  to  attend 
the  out-patient  clinic — 

(a)  Before  completion  of  treatment 

39 

31 

68 

60 

65 

(b)  After  completion  of  treatment, 
but  before  final  tests  as  to  cure 

23 

7 

28 

32 

24 

(5)  No.  of  persons  transferred  to  other 
treatment  centres  for  further  treat¬ 
ment 

12 

21 

18 

22 

30 

(6)  No.  of  persons  discharged — 

(a)  After  completion  of  treatment 
and  observation . . 

125 

122 

156 

186 

185 

(b)  As  not  suffering  from  any 
Venereal  Disease 

74 

86 

116 

90 

95 

(7)  No.  of  persons  under  treatment,  or 
observation,  at  the  end  of  the  year  . . 

267 

363 

439 

407 

320 
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TABLE  IX. 


Ministry  of  Health  Return. 


INSTITUTIONAL  TREATMENT  OF  THE  SICK. 


BIRCH  HILL  HOSPITAL. 


1.  County  or  County  Borough  Council  of  ... 

ROCHDALE. 

2.  Name  and  situation  of  Institution 

Birch  Hill  Hospital,  Deamley,  Little- 
borough,  Nr.  Manchester. 

3.  Define  the  area  and  give  the  population  served 
by  the  Institution 

Area — 32,528  acres. 

Census  Population — 1931 

Rochdale  Borough  and 

Four  adjacent  County 

Districts  ...  ...126,556 

4.  State  whether  Institution  is  : 

(a)  an  Institution  \  maintained  under 
or  (b)  a  Hospital  J  the  Poor  Law  Acts 

or  (c)  a  General  Hospital  maintained  under  the 
Local  Government  Acts  or  the  Public 
Health  Acts 

A  General  Hospital  maintained  under 
the  Public  Health  Acts. 

5.  Staffing  :  Medical  Superintendent 

Principal  Medical  Officer 

John  Innes,  M.D.,  D.P.H.  (Non-resident) 
Harry  N.  Crossley,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

D.P.H.  (Viet.).  (Resident.) 

No.  of  other  resident  medical  staff  ... 

Three. 

No.  of  visiting  staff  ... 

Two. 

Specialised  services  supplied... 

Surgery.  Ophthalmic  ;  Obstetric  ; 
X-Ray;  Dental,  Massage,  etc.,  as 
required. 

No.of  (a)  Trained  Nurses 

(b)  Probationer  Nurses 

(c)  Assistant  Nurses  ... 

(d)  Male  Attendants  ... 

48  (including  18  Pupil  Midwives). 

52 

11 

2 

6.  State  total  number  of  beds  provided  in  the 
Institution  for  sick,  maternity  and 
mental  cases  at  31st  December,  1936 — 

(a)  for  men 

(b)  for  women  ... 

(c)  for  children  (under  16  years) 

211  f  excluding  mental  cases,  which  are 

1 94  -<  accommodated  at  the  Poor-Law 
[institution. 

70  (excluding  cots  in  maternity  wards. 

Total 

475 
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TABLE  X. 


Ministry  of  Health  Return. 


BIRCH  HILL  HOSPITAL. 

Classification  of  Accommodation  for  Sick  and  Maternity  Cases  and  Number 
of  Beds  Occupied  on  31st  December,  1936. 


.  a... 

— 

BEDS 

Classification 

Number 

of 

of 

,  ■  - 

Children 

fl  i  »  • 

Wards* 

Wards 

Men 

Women 

under  16  year 

Total 

*  i 

of  age 

Pro- 

Occu- 

Pro- 

Occu- 

Pro- 

Occu- 

Pro- 

Occu- 

vided 

pied 

vided 

pied 

vided 

pied 

vided 

pied 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

(8) 

(9) 

(10) 

1.  Medical  ... 

4 

48 

31 

40 

40 

*  k -r  * 

88 

71 

2.  Surgical . 

2 

40 

23 

44 

44 

.  .  . 

84 

67 

3.  Chronic  Sick — | 

.  .  i  *  !• 

Male 

Female 

2  \ 

1  block/ 

117 

100 

52 

52 

-  -  • 

... 

■  169 

152 

4.  Children  ... 

6 

... 

... 

... 

... 

70 

49 

70 

49 

5.  Venereal  ... 

•  .  • 

... 

... 

... 

... 

.  .  # 

..« 

6.  Tuberculosis 

1 

1-f  ' 

v.  . 

... 

4 

4 

... 

... 

4 

4 

7.  Isolation — J 

3 

6 

4 

6 

5 

... 

•  .  . 

12 

9 

8.  Maternity 

9.  Mental — 

1  block 

... 

... 

48 

35 

... 

... 

48 

35 

(a)  Lunacy  Act, 

~ 

1890 . 

I.  Short  Stay 
II.  Long  Stay 

(b)  Mental  Treat- 

Accom 

modat 

ion  for 

Menta 

1  Cases 

is  pro 

vided 

ment  Act, 
1930 . 

-  at  the 

Poor  L 

aw  Ins 

titutio 

n,  Dea 

niley. 

I.  Voluntary 

II.  Temporary 

10.  Mental  defectives 

11.  Other  . 

■> 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

..j 

... 

... 

... 

18  plus 

211 

158 

194 

180 

70 

49 

475 

387 

2  blocks 

■ 

•Cots  in  adult  wards  are  entered  in  Col.  7  ;  children  in  adult  wards  (whether  in  beds 
or  cots)  in  Col.  8.  Cots  and  infants  in  maternity  wards  are  excluded. 

|  Patients  needing  hospital  treatment  because  they  are  suffering  from  some  chronic 
disease ;  also  aged  infirm  persons  whose  medical  and  nursing  needs 
approximate  to  those  of  the  chronic  patients. 

♦  Reserved  specifically  for  the  isolation  and  treatment  of  infectious  diseases  (excluding 
Puerperal  sepsis). 
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TABLE  XI. 

Ministry  of  Health  Return. 

BIRCH  HILL  HOSPITAL. 


Classification  of  In-Patients  discharged  from  or  who  died  in  the  Hospital  during  the 
year  ending  31st- December,  1936  :«■—  —  -  -  - 


Disease  Groups 

Children 
(under  16  years 
of  age) 

Men  and 
Women 

-  - - -  ‘  . .  ; . .  . 

Dis¬ 

charged 

Died 

Dis¬ 

charged 

Died 

A. 

• 

Acute  infectious  disease  (1) 

19 

3 

14 

5 

B. 

Influenza  (2)  ... 

2 

29 

3 

C. 

Tuberculosis — 

Pulmonary 

1 

7 

3 

Non-Pulmonary  ... 

4 

2 

4 

D. 

Malignant  disease 

.  .  . 

•  •  ♦ 

25 

64 

E. 

Rheumatism — 

(1)  Acute  rheumatism  (rheumatic  fever)  to¬ 
gether  with  sub-acute  rheumatism  and 
chorea 

18 

1 

12 

(2)  Non-articular  manifestations  of  so-called 
"  rheumatism  ”  (muscular  rheumatism) 
fibrositis,  lumbago  and  sciatica) 

1 

47 

4 

(3)  Chronic  arthritis 

20 

4 

F. 

Venereal  disease 

i 

6 

G. 

Puerperal  pyrexia 

9 

H. 

Puerperal  fever — 

(a)  Women  confined  in  hospital 

1 

(b)  Other  Cases  ... 

2 

I. 

Other  diseases  and  accidents  connected  with 
pregnancy  and  childbirth 

90 

4 

J. 

Mental  diseases — 

(a)  Senile  dementia 

(b)  Other . 

K. 

Senile  decay  (3) 

. . . 

10 

3 

L. 

Accidental  injury  or  violence  (4) 

12 

2 

67 

16 

M. 

In  respect  of  cases  not  included  above  : 
Diseases  of  the  Nervous  System  and  Sense  Organ 

25 

6 

109 

10 

N. 

,,  ,,  Respiratory  System 

72 

12 

166 

76 

0. 

,,  ,,  Circulatory  System 

5 

3 

217 

156 

P. 

,,  ,,  Digestive  System  ... 

102 

8 

232 

19 

Q- 

,,  ,,  Genito-urinary  System 

25 

2 

195 

21 

R. 

,,  ,,  Skin  . 

83 

2 

137 

S. 

Other  diseases 

23 

17 

10 

...  " 

T. 

Mothers  and  infants  discharged  from  Maternity 
Wards  and  not  included  in  above  figures— 
Mothers 

664 

Infants 

616 

. 

.  B.r.  .  _ 

U. 

Any  persons  not  falling  under  any  of  the  above 
headings 

... 

... 

Totals 

1005 

60 

2071 

392 

II)  Including — with  the  exception  of  Acute  Primary  Influenzal  Pneumonia,  Tuberculosis, 
Puerperal  Pyrexia  and  Puerperal  Fever — all  generally  notifiable  diseases,  together  with 
Measles,  German  Measles,  Chicken-pox,  Whooping  Cough  and  Mumps.  Cases  of 
Influenzal  Pneumonia,  Tuberculosis,  Puerperal  Pyrexia,  and  Puerperal  Fever  and 
Acute  Primary  Pneumonia  are  recorded  respectively  among  groups  B,  C,  G,  and  H. 
Cases  of  Encephalitis  Lethargica  are  entered  under  Group  A  if  acute,  and  under 
Group  M  if  chronic. 

(2)  Including  Acute  Influenzal  Pneumonia. 

(3)  Confined  to  cases  and  deaths  in  which  no  more  specific  diagnosis  was  practicable. 

(4)  Including  suicides,  attempted  suicides,  and  poisoning  cases. 
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TABLE  XII. 

Summary  of  Pathological  and  other  Examinations,  1936. 


Medical 

Practi¬ 

tioners 

Marland 

T.B. 

Dispen¬ 

sary 

Spring- 

field 

Educa¬ 

tion 

Com¬ 

mittee 

Birch 

Hill 

Hospital 

Total 

Diphtheria  Test  . 

275 

1141 

... 

... 

13 

65 

1494 

Sputum,  T.B.  ... 

190 

4  . 

30 

216 

66 

506 

Urine,  General  examination  ... 

... 

1 

21 

22 

T.B . 

14 

... 

... 

14 

?  G.C . 

5 

... 

... 

5 

Acid  bodies 

... 

4 

i 

4 

..  Urea  %  . 

• . . 

... 

21 

21 

„  Sugar  %  . 

... 

... 

11 

11 

,,  Complete  examination 

3 

9 

•  •  » 

136 

148 

Blood,  Complete  Counts 

... 

... 

2 

2 

76 

80 

Cultures 

5 

3 

6 

14 

„  Sugar  %  . 

... 

... 

21 

21 

.,  Urea  %  . 

... 

... 

40 

40 

Transfusions  (Compati- 

bility  test) 

... 

... 

4 

Widals  ... 

5 

... 

6 

11 

Faeces,  Complete  examination 

3 

2 

16 

21 

,  ?  T.B.  . 

2 

... 

1 

1 

,,  ?  Tvphoid  Fever 

5 

17 

4 

26 

„  ?  Dysentery . 

1 

3 

... 

4 

?  Occult  Blood 

... 

... 

3 

1 

Smears,  ?  G.C. 

18 

... 

... 

18 

Pus,  Complete  examination  ... 

1 

2 

13 

16 

Swabs,  Complete  examination 

... 

10 

2 

112 

124 1 

Cerebro-spinal  Fluid  ... 

... 

3 

12 

15| 

Test  Meal  . 

... 

... 

5 

5 1 

Vaccines  ...  . 

... 

... 

4 

2 

6| 

Sections 

... 

... 

101 

101 1 

Fluids . 

4 

... 

1 

17 

22§ 

Urine,  ?  Typhoid 

... 

15 

... 

15 

Swabs.  ?  G.C . 

13 

... 

3 

If 

Blood,  Van-den- Bergh 

... 

... 

1 

11 

Sputum,  ?  Asbestos  bodies  ... 

3 

... 

I 

1 

Bus,  ?  Anthrax  . 

t 

... 

... 

If 

Swabs,  Virulence  test 

2 

... 

Sputum,  Complete  exam. 

i 

1 

2 

Smears,  ?  Organisms  ... 

... 

4 

Blood— Wasserman  . 

... 

1 

Faeces,  Fat  estimation 

... 

1 

Eye  cultures . 

... 

... 

4 

548 

1213 

41 

216 

15 

780 

28K 

TABLE  XIII. 

FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES. 
1 — Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors. 
(Home  Office  Return.) 


Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written  Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

Factories  . 

10 

6 

_ 

(Including  Factory  Laundries) 
Workshops  . 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries) 
Workplaces . 

463 

80 

(Other  than  Outworkers’  premises) 

Total 

473 

86 

Nil 

1 

2 — Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


Particulars 

(i) 

Number  of  Defects 

Number 

of 

Prosecu¬ 

tions 

(5) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 
(4) 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health 
Acts — 

Want  of  cleanliness 

73 

73 

— 

— 

Want  of  Ventilation . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  nuisances 

Sanitary  accommodation — 

9 

9 

” ““ 

Insufficient 

5 

5 

— 

— 

Unsuitable  or  defective  . . 

10 

10 

— 

Not  separate  for  sexes 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and 
Workshop  Acts — 

Illegal  occupation  of  underground 

1 

1 

bakehouse  (s.  101) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences 

(Excluding  offences  relating  to 
outwork  and  offences  under  the 
Sections  mentioned  in  the  Sched¬ 
ule  to  the  Ministry  of  Health 
(Factories  and  Workshops  Trans¬ 
fer  of  Powers)  Order,  1921. 

Total 

98 

98 

— 

— 

Outworkers  in  Unwholesome  Premises 

. 

•  •  • 

— 

REPORT 

ON  THE 

MEDICAL  INSPECTION  OF 
SCHOOL  CHILDREN. 
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COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  ROCHDALE. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Education  Committee. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  the  Twenty-ninth  Annual  Report  on  the  work  of  the  School 
Medical  Service. 

Staff. 

The  School  Medical  Staff  consists  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  who  is 
also  the  Chief  School  Medical  Officer,  two  Assistant  School  Medical  Officers  (one 
whole  time  and  one  part-time),  a  Dental  Officer,  four  School  Nurses  and  a  Dental 
Assistant.  A  part-time  Ophthalmologist  is  engaged,  and  arrangements  have 
almost  been  completed  for  the  appointment,  in  co-operation  with  the  Board  of 
the  Rochdale  Infirmary,  of  a  part-time  Specialist  in  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat 
Work. 

It  will  be  noted  that  one  part-time  Assistant  Medical  Officer  has  been  added 
to  the  staff  since  last  year.  The  report  of  the  Board  of  Education,  in  which  an 
addition  to  the  medical  staff  was  recommended,  was  taken  as  an  opportunity 
of  re-organising  the  staff  of  the  Public  Health  and  School  Medical  Departments. 
In  so  far  as  this  Department  is  concerned  the  result  was  that  an  Assistant 
Medical  Officer,  who  is  in  charge  of  the  Child  Welfare  Clinics,  is  also  devoting 
one-third  of  her  time  to  school  medical  work,  such  work  to  consist  of  attendance 
at  one  Medical  Inspection  Clinic  per  week  and  at  Minor  Ailment  Clinics  each 
day,  and  to  have  medical  supervision  of  the  Nursery  School  accommodation  in 
the  town.  It  is  hoped  by  this  arrangement  to  strengthen  considerably  the  link 
between  infant  welfare  and  school  medical  work. 

School  Premises. 

(1)  Seven  schools  have  been  re-painted  internally  and  one  externally 

during  the  year. 

(2)  Sites  for  new  schools  have  been  secured  at  Brimrod  and  Kingsway, 

and  a  playing  field  site  in  the  Wardleworth  district  to  serve  four 
schools. 

(3)  A  cricket-pitch  has  been  laid  at  Halifax  Road. 

(4)  Tenders  have  been  accepted  for  new  senior  schools  at  Brimrod  and 

Green  Bank,  and  work  on  these  is  to  be  commenced  early  in  1937. 

Schools  and  Scholars. 

There  are  31  elementary  schools  comprising  47  departments,  one  open-air 
day  school  and  two  municipal  high  schools  in  the  borough.  There  is  also  a 
residential  cripple  school  within  the  borough  boundaries,  under  the  control  of 
a  voluntary  organisation,  the  Crippled  Children’s  Union. 
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The  number  of  children  attending  day  classes  during  the  year  was  as 


follows  : — 

Elementary  Schools — 

Juniors  (under  5  years  of  age)  .  944 

Mixed  (over  5  years  of  age) .  9,797 

Open-air  School  .  120 

Secondary  Schools .  667 

Day  Commercial  Classes  .  66 

Junior  Technical  School  .  25 


Total  .  11,619 


MEDICAL  INSPECTION. 

Elementary  Schools. 

Twenty-eight  elementary  schools  have  been  inspected  and  the  usual  three 
groups  of  children  examined  : — 

(a)  Routine  cases  ; 

(b)  Special  cases  ; 

(c)  Re-examinations. 

All  the  elementary  schools  were  inspected  except  three  ;  two  of  these  had 
been  inspected  twice  in  1935,  and  the  third  had  been  arranged  for  inspection 
in  January,  1937.  Several  changes  in  nursing  staff  accounted  for  a  little  delay. 

Secondary  Schools. 

The  boys’  and  girls’  High  Schools  have  bee  inspected  once  each,  in  the 
Autumn  as  is  customary.  At  these  schools,  those  pupils  were  examined  whose 
twelfth,  fourteenth  or  sixteenth  birthday  had  occurred  since  the  previous 
inspection,  and  in  addition  all  children  above  the  age  of  sixteen.  Special  and 
re-examinations  were  made  in  the  usual  way. 

The  Open-Air  School. 

The  school  has  been  visited  weekly  and  the  children  have  been  weighed 
regularly  and  kept  under  close  supervision. 

Total  Inspections  during  the  year  by  the  Medical  Officer. 

The  number  of  inspections  made  is  shown  below  in  comparison  with  the 
figures  for  1935  : — 
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Routine  Inspections 

1935 

1936 

at  Elementary  Schools  . 

3,780 

2,783 

at  Secondary  Schools 

258 

303 

Special  Inspections  . 

447 

394 

Re-inspections . 

868 

812 

Inspections  at  Open-Air  School 

2,514 

2,769 

Special  Inspections  at  Clinic . 

1,521 

1,723 

Re-Inspections  at  Clinic 

...  4,655 

3,719 

Total 

...  14,043 

12,503 

Cases  seen  by  Ophthalmic  Surgeon  ... 

567 

545 

Dental  Inspection. 

Each  elementary  school  has  been  visited  twice  during  the  year  by  the 
Dental  Officer  and  8,000  inspections  made. 


FINDINGS  OF  MEDICAL  INSPECTION. 

Since  the  appointment  of  an  additional  part-time  Medical  Officer  and  a  fourth 
Nurse  in  September  and  November  1936,  respectively,  it  is  possible  for  much 
more  time  to  be  spent  in  schools  actually  inspecting  the  children  ;  defects  can 
thus  be  ascertained  more  thoroughly,  and  this  extra  time  was  urgently  needed 
m  consequence  of  the  increased  facilities  for  treatment  now  enjoyed,  especially 
at  the  new  gymnasium  and  clinic  for  postural  defects  referred  to  later  in  this 
report. 

Uncleanliness. 

Each  school  was  inspected  three  times,  and  the  School  Nurses  made  14,291 
examinations  of  children.  Of  this  number,  722  individual  children,  or  6.7' per 
cent,  of  the  total,  were  found  not  clean.  The  average  number  of  clean  children 
or  all  schools  was  93.2,  a  deterioration  on  the  previous  year,  when  95.4  per  cent, 
were  clean. 


Since,  in  spite  of  slum  clearance  and  more  frequent  cleanliness  inspections, 
the  number  of  clean  children  is  not  increasing,  a  compulsory  cleansing  centre 
is  being  fitted  up  in  a  suitable  room  on  the  premises  of  an  elementary  school, 
and  it  is  hoped  that  this  will  be  ready  for  use  early  in  1937.  It  is  not  expected 
that  frequent  use  will  be  made  of  the  premises ;  but  it  is  hoped  that,  when  the 
fact  of  the  Committee’s  ability  to  make  use  of  their  powers  with  regard  to 
:ompulsory  cleansing  becomes  known,  it  will  act  as  a  spur  to  those  parents 
who  neglect  to  keep  their  children  up  to  a  reasonable  standard  of  cleanliness. 
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Minor  Ailments. 

There  were  9,565  attendances  at  the  Minor  Ailments  Clinic  during  the  year, 
and  the  main  conditions  treated  were  impetigo  (475) ,  minor  eye  and  ear  troubles 
(371),  and  small  injuries  such  as  bruises,  sores  and  scalds  (2,788).  The  number 
of  individual  children  treated  was  1,892. 

Enlarged  Tonsils  and  Adenoids  ;  other  defects  of  the  ear,  nose  and  throat. 

For  some  time  the  arrangements  for  the  treatment  of  these  conditions  have 
been  felt  to  be  inadequate,  since  the  present  scheme  provides  for  the  removal 
of  enlarged  tonsils  and  adenoids  only  and  not  for  the  treatment  of  any  other 
defect.  Palliative  treatment  for  nasal  catarrh,  recurrent  otorrhoea  and 
obstructive  deafness  has  been  provided  at  the  minor  ailments  clinic,  but  apart 
from  this  nothing  could  be  done.  A  scheme  is  being  prepared  whereby  all 
suitable  cases  shall  be  examined  by  a  consulting  aurist  and  any  necessary 
treatment,  including  operative  measures,  undertaken  by  the  same  consultant. 
Further  provision  is  being  made  to  secure  in-patient  accommodation  at  the 
Rochdale  Infirmary  for  those  selected  for  operation.  It  is  intended  that  the 
new  arrangements  will  be  in  working  order  by  the  beginning  of  April,  1937, 
and  there  are  already  a  hundred  names  on  a  list  of  children  requiring  special 
treatment  which  has  been  prepared  by  the  School  Medical  Officer. 

During  1936,  forty-five  tonsillectomies  have  been  performed  under  the 
Authority’s  old  scheme  at  the  Infirmary  ;  this  number  is  smaller  than  usual 
because  all  cases  not  urgently  requiring  tonsillectomy  have  been  held  over  until 
the  more  complete  scheme  shall  be  in  operation. 

Tuberculosis. 

There  are  62  notified  cases  of  tuberculosis  among  children  of  school  age, 
37  being  pulmonary  and  25  non-pulmonary.  Of  these 

Twenty  arc  at  certified  special  schools  ; 

Thirty-six  are  attending  ordinary  elementary  schools,  being  well  and  free 
from  infection  ; 

Six  are  at  other  institutions. 

External  Eye  Disease. 

During  1936,  102  cases  of  blepharitis  and  conjunctivitis  have  been  treated, 
being  six  more  than  in  1935. 

Defective  Vision. 

The  Ophthalmic  Surgeon  has  held  46  clinics  during  the  year,  and  has 
examined  545  children  referred  to  him  by  the  School  Medical  Officer  ;  he  pres- 
scribed  spectacles  for  468  of  this  number.  Certain  squinting  children  have  been 
treated  by  occlusion,  with  excellent  results  when  the  parents  will  co-operate 
and  see  that  the  child  does  not  remove  the  occluding  plaster. 
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The  new  Girls’  High  School,  Greenhill. 

This  school  has  now  been  medically  inspected  on  two  occasions,  first  in 
October,  1935,  shortly  after  the  new  premises  were  first  occupied,  and  again 
twelve  months  later  in  October,  1936.  The  improvement  in  the  girls’  physique 
and  general  appearance  during  the  interim  was  so  striking  as  to  deserve  special 
comment  by  Dr.  Mills. 


“  Of  the  149  girls  submitted  for  inspection  in  1936,  no  fewer  than  101,  or 
67.79  per  cent,  were,  in  the  Medical  Officer’s  opinion,  to  be  graded  as  of  A 
nutrition  according  to  the  Board’s  schedule  ;  the  number  in  the  A  category  for 
1935,  examined  by  the  same  medical  officer,  was  only  17  per  cent.  Since  the 
A  class  includes  only  those  girls  who,  in  addition  to  being  of  satisfactory  weight 
and  height,  show  other  evidence  of  good  nutrition  such  as  an  erect  and  springy 
carriage,  clear  eyes,  healthy  skin,  glossy  hair  and  firm  flesh  with  a  sufficient 
proportion  of  subcutaneous  fat,  it  becomes  obvious  that  from  a  health  point  of 
view  conditions  at  the  new  school  are  a  vast  improvement  on  those  at  the  old. 
The  physique  of  the  girls  at  this  school  affords  incontrovertible  evidence  of  the 
healthy  situation  and  buildings,  and  of  the  results  to  be  obtained  from  wise 
and  efficient  arrangements  for  physical  training.  The  award  of  bars  for  good 
deportment  is  an  excellent  idea  which  could  well  be  copied  in  all  senior  and 
central  schools.  In  many  of  our  schools  a  slouching  gait  and  a  slack  stance 
are  unfortunately  only  too  common.  Where  these  are  due  to  poor  nutrition 
from  any  cause,  physical  training  is  not  the  remedy  ;  but  in  many  cases  a  well- 
nourished  child  stands  and  walks  badly  because  of  carelessness  and  habit, 
together  with  lack  of  proper  training. 


The  table  below  shows  the  figures  for  nutrition  found  at  the  two  inspections 
of  the  school  together  with  those  for  the  boys,  who  have  remained  in  the  old 
premises  which  formerly  housed  both  the  boys’  and  girls’  high  schools.  It  is 
to  be  hoped  that  when  the  boys  leave  the  old  school  for  the  new  buildings  at 
Balderstone  a  similar  improvement  will  be  found  in  their  physical  condition. 


A. 

(excellent) 

B. 

(normal) 

C. 

(slightly 

subnormal) 

D. 

(much 

subnormal) 

Girls 

1935 

17.11% 

80.18% 

2.7% 

— 

1936 

67.79% 

31.54% 

0.67% 

— 

Boys 

1935 

9.58% 

84.93% 

5.42% 

— 

1936 

21.90% 

75.06% 

2.58% 

0.64% 
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Forty-four  unselected  girls  whose  weight  and  height  on  September  30th, 
1935,  were  available,  were  again  weighed  and  measured  on  September  30th, 
1937,  and  it  was  found  that  the  average  gain  in  height  was  2.4  inches,  and  the 
average  gain  in  weight  was  exactly  eleven  pounds.  These  figures  are  extremely 
satisfactory  and  encouraging,  and  reflect  credit  upon  all  concerned  in  the  con¬ 
duct  of  the  school.” 


DENTAL  REPORT,  1936. 

I  beg  to  submit  the  following  Annual  Dental  Report : — 

All  schools  have  been  visited  twice  during  the  year  for  routine  dental 
inspection,  the  total  number  inspected  being  8,000. 

Of  these  4,766  were  referred  for  treatment,  the  number  actually  treated 
being  3,612,  including  “Specials.”  Fillings  numbered  1,145,  and  extractions 
5,927. 

There  has  been  a  gratifying  increase  in  the  amount  of  conservative  treat¬ 
ment  during  the  year,  fillings,  which  are  in  the  main  confined  to  the  permanent 
teeth,  have  increased  by  380  on  the  previous  year.  Although  the  number  of 
fillings  for  temporary  teeth  remain  small,  this  is  more  than  compensated  for  by 
the  increase  in  the  number  of  fillings  in  permanent  teeth.  Unfortunately,  many 
deciduous  teeth,  when  seen  at  dental  inspection,  are  too  decayed  to  benefit  from 
any  type  of  conservative  treatment,  also  it  is  considered  better  to  devote  the 
treatment  time  available,  as  far  as  possible,  to  the  conservation  of  the  per¬ 
manent  teeth. 

Under  the  heading  of  “  other  operations  ”  are  included  sedative  dressings, 
gum  treatment  and  silver  nitrate  applications  ;  these  total  116. 

The  “  Special  ”  cases  consist  of  those  treated  in  addition  to  routine  children 
and  are  mainly  made  up  of  “  Casuals,”  that  is,  those  referred  by  head  teachers 
as  needing  treatment  for  acute  conditions. 

Other  “  Specials  ”  include  (a)  cases  requiring  treatment  prior  to  the  opera¬ 
tion  for  removal  of  tonsils  and  adenoids  ;  (b)  cases  referred  by  School  Medical 
Officers  ;  and  (c)  cases  referred  by  the  Tuberculosis  Officer.  The  treatment  of 
“  Casuals  ”  always  presents  a  problem,  as  very  often  the  casual  cases  referred 
are  those  whose  parents  had  previously  refused  treatment,  but  when  the  child 
is  suffering  dental  pain  the  parents  expect  to  have  the  treatment  done  immedi¬ 
ately.  These  toothache  cases,  due  to  neglect,  take  up  valuable  time  which 
should  be  spent  on  conservative  and  routine  treatment.  The  success  of  the 
School  Dental  Service  is  dependent  in  many  ways  on  the  help  and  support 
received  from  head  teachers  and  individual  teachers.  It  is  very  gratifying  that 
our  teaching  staff  in  Rochdale  give  every  assistance  in  persuading  the  parents 
and  children  to  obtain  treatment,  and  it  is  hoped  they  will  continue  their  efforts 
to  increase  the  number  of  clinic  acceptances. 

ALEX.  C.  WALKER, 

Dental  Officer. 
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Infectious  Diseases. 

The  following  cases  have  occurred  among  school  children  during  the  year, 
and  are  shown  in  comparison  with  the  figures  for  the  previous  year : — 

1935  1936 


Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria 

Measles . 

Chicken-pox 
Whooping  Cough 
Pneumonia 
Erysipelas 


146  ...  124 

61  ...  36 

107  ...  277 

166  ...  97 

10  ...  142 

10  ...  4 

1  ...  — 


501  680 


Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

Ali  infant  and  junior  departments  continue  to  be  circularised  and  visited 
in  turn  for  the  immunisation  against  diphtheria  of  children  whose  parents  wish 
it,  and  312  children  have  had  a  complete  series  of  injections  during  1936.  The 
use  of  alum-precipitated  toxoid,  of  which  only  two  injections  are  necessary,  at 
a  three  weeks’  interval,  has  resulted  in  such  a  saving  of  time  that  it  has  been 
found  possible  to  complete  the  visitation  of  all  junior  departments  within  a  few 
months’  time. 

The  number  of  consents  continues  to  be  disappointingly  small.  The  312 
children  mentioned  above  constitute  the  response  to  individual  explanatory 
leaflets  sent  to  no  fewer  than  1 ,300  homes  having  children  attending  the  infants 
or  junior  departments.  This  method  of  propaganda  is  backed  up  by  invitations 
to  the  parents  to  attend  at  the  time  of  the  doctor’s  visit.  The  importance  of 
Diphtheria  Immunisation  was  also  stressed  by  lecture  and  film  during  the 
Health  Week. 

Work  of  the  School  Nurses. 

The  work  actually  done  by  the  Nurses,  in  addition  to  clerical  and  incidental 


work,  may  be  summarised  as  follows  : — 

Treatments  at  morning  clinics  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9,564 

Cleanliness  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14,291 

Inspections  with  Medical  Officer  at  Schools  and  Clinics — 

Routines  .  5,442 

Specials  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4,292 

Inspections  with  Ophthalmic  Surgeon  ...  ...  ...  ...  454 

Inspections  at  Open-Air  School .  ...  ...  ...  2,769 

Home  Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  312 


37,124 
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With  the  expansion  and  development  of  the  school  medical  service,  an 
increasing  proportion  of  the  Nurses’  time  is  spent  in  clerical  work,  keeping 
registers,  writing  letters  and  preparing  statistical  returns  and  reports. 


Following  on  the  recommendations  of  the  Board  of  Education’s  Inspector, 
an  additional  School  Nurse  was  appointed  in  November.  Whether  this  will  be 
sufficient  to  cope  with  the  increasing  work,  or  whether  additional  clerical  assist¬ 
ance  will  also  be  necessary  remains  to  be  seen. 


THE  DAY  OPEN-AIR  SCHOOL. 

This  school  of  120  places  has  been  full  all  the  year,  and  there  has  always 
been  a  waiting  list  of  suitable  cases  for  admission.  Whereas  in  the  early  days 
of  the  school  most  of  the  children  could  be  classified  simply  as  cases  of  “  anaemia 
and  debility,”  our  increased  knowledge  and  facilities  now  enable  us  to  mitigate, 
at  the  school,  a  host  of  conditions  for  which  formerly  admission  to  an  open-air 
school  would  have  been  considered  neither  necessary  nor  feasible.  Instances 
include  such  nervous  symptoms  as  tics,  nightmares  and  fears  arising  from 
a  maladjustment  of  the  child’s  personality,  and  behaviour  problems  due  to  a 
similar  cause.  Petty  pilfering,  truancy  and  lying  are  frequently  symptoms  of 
poor  health  or  of  mental  maladjustment,  and  it  has  sometimes  been  possible 
to  relieve  such  symptoms  in  the  placid  and  healthful  surroundings  of  the  Open- 
Air  School  at  Brown  Hill.  Unfortunately,  in  many  cases  the  home  conditions 
of  these  children  are  far  from  good,  and  although  not  bad  enough  to  warrant 
the  child’s  removal  from  home,  are  unfavourable  to  satisfactory  progress  in  a 
form  of  treatment  which  is  bound  to  be  slow  in  showing  results. 


During  1936,  109  children  were  discharged  from 

the  school,  and  all  were 

much  improved  in  health.  The  defects  from  which  they  suffered 

were  as 

follows  : — 

Boys 

Girls 

Malnutrition  . 

8 

9 

Pre-  and  post-tuberculosis  . 

6 

2 

Heart  disease  . 

3 

5 

Nervous  conditions  . 

17 

9 

Non-tubercular  affections  of  the  chest 

4 

2 

Orthopaxlic  defects  . 

2 

5 

Anaemia  and  debility  ... 

23 

14 

63 

Total  109 


46 
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Many  of  the  children  classified  as  cases  of  “  malnutrition  ”  suffered  also  from 
other  defects,  but  wherever  the  child’s  nutrition  was  either  C  or  D  according  to 
the  recent  assessments  required  by  the  Board,  this  was  considered  the  chief  defect 
(apart  from  orthopaedic  cases). 

The  Speech-training  Class. 

Since  the  retirement  of  Miss  Hartley,  the  teacher  of  this  class,  on  August 
31st,  1936,  the  class  has  been  discontinued.  She  had  been  continuously  in  charge 
of  the  class  for  many  years  and  uninterruptedly  since  August  31st,  1931,  since 
when  twenty-two  different  groups  have  attended  for  varying  periods.  Altogether 
156  children  have  attended  these  twenty-two  classes,  21  being  re-admitted  for 
further  practice  at  subsequent  sessions. 

The  results  obtained  at  this  class  have,  in  many  cases,  been  strikingly  good, 
and  it  is  hoped  that  before  long  it  will  be  possible  to  secure  a  successor  to  Miss 
Hartley.  The  number  of  children  suffering  from  speech  defects  is  not  sufficiently 
large  to  warrant  the  appointment  of  a  full-time  teacher  for  this  purpose  only, 
and  the  Berquand  method  formerly  employed  in  our  classes  has  now  been 
superseded  by  other  and  superior  methods  based  on  the  fact  that  stammer  is  a 
defect  arising  out  of  psychological  maladjustment.  Stammer  can  thus  be 
treated  in  the  same  way  as  other  defects  which  are  symptoms  of  a  similar 
nervous  condition,  such  as  lack  of  concentration,  peculiarities  of  behaviour  and 
conduct,  and  backwardness  either  specific  or  general. 

The  Class  for  Retarded  Children. 

After  the  summer  holidays  in  1936,  a  special  class  for  the  accommodation 
of  20  retarded  children  was  opened  at  Heybrook  school.  The  children  for  this 
class  were  selected  by  the  head  teacher  and  her  staff  after  careful  testing  and 
were  subsequently  examined  by  the  Medical  Officer. 

The  average  actual  age  of  the  class  was  eight  years,  and  the  average  mental 
age  six  years  and  three  months,  i.e.,  there  was  a  retardation  of  a  year  and  nine 
months.  Of  these  20  children  (10  boys  and  10  girls)  only  one,  a  girl,  could  be 
considered  of  excellent  (A)  nutrition  ;  of  the  rest  14  were  average  and  5  were 
undernourished.  7  were  in  receipt  of  free  school  dinners,  including  free  mid¬ 
morning  milk,  and  1 1  others  were  having  school  milk  only,  4  paying  for  it  and 
7  receiving  it  free  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Medical  Officer. 

12  of  the  children  were  known  to  come  from  homes  which  are  not  altogether 
satisfactory,  and  some  showed  definite  evidence  of  the  lack  of  maternal  care  ; 
4  of  the  children  were  not  personally  clean,  and  1  wore  very  unsatisfactory 
footgear.  Home  visits  have  frequently  been  paid  by  the  school  nurse  in  the  past 
because  of  the  condition  of  these  children  and  the  comparative  cleanliness  of 
several  children  technically  clean  at  the  time  of  the  inspection  is  due  to  constant 
supervision. 
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No  child  was  found  free  from  physical  defect,  and  usually  the  defect  was 
of  long  standing,  such  as  bone  conditions,  the  result  of  rickets,  imperfectly  cal¬ 
cified  teeth,  deafness,  umbilical  hernia,  phimosis,  squint,  undescended  testicle, 
nasal  obstruction  with  chronic  catarrh,  and  in  one  case,  spastic  paraplegia.  One 
child  suffered  from  epilepsy,  which  has  since  increased  in  severity  and  has 
necessitated  his  transfer  to  a  special  school  for  epileptics.  Only  7  of  the  class 
had  reasonably  good  teeth  and  5  had  a  bad  posture,  either  kyphotic  or  lordotic. 
It  seems  likely  that  much  of  these  children’s  retardation  is  due  to  their  debility 
and  poor  health,  and  it  is  certain  that  some  at  least  could  have  been  prevented 
or  mitigated  if  the  children  had  been  in  attendance  at  a  Nursery  School  from  an 
early  age. 


PROVISION  OF  MEALS. 

The  arrangements  fully  described  in  the  1935  Report  continue  to  operate 
and  have  been  extended  during  1936  to  include  the  supply  of  dinners  from  the 
Central  kitchen  to  the  Boys’  High  School  and  to  the  elementary  schools  in 
Norden,  where  formerly  meals  were  supplied  from  a  different  source.  The  meals 
supplied  to  the  Boys’  High  School  are  served  on  the  school  premises  at  a  charge 
of  6d.  a  day  or  2  /-  per  week  of  five  days.  The  menu  is  slightly  different  from  that 
supplied  to  the  Girls’  High  School,  otherwise  the  arrangements  are  similar. 

For  the  transport  of  the  food  containers  a  van  has  been  purchased  by  the 
Committee,  and  has  been  in  use  since  April,  1936.  Altogether  deliveries  of  meals 
are  made  at  twelve  places,  i.c.,  two  High  Schools  and  ten  centres  for  elementary 
scholars. 

During  1936,  the  kitchens  at  Brown  Hill  have  supplied  each  day  about 
800  dinners  for  necessitous  children,  60  similar  dinners  purchased  by  elementary 
scholars,  45  for  the  Boys’  High  School  and  from  110  to  140  for  the  Girls’  High 
School,  in  addition  to  mid-morning  milk,  dinner  and  tea  for  the  120  children  in 
attendance  at  the  Open-Air  School.  There  has  been  an  increase  during  the  year 
in  the  number  of  elementary  scholars  buying  the  dinner,  and  this  is  due  chiefly 
to  the  further  evacuation  of  slum  property  and  the  occupation  of  new  housing 
estates  by  the  displaced  tenants.  In  many  cases  the  new  homes  are  too  far  from 
the  school  for  the  children  conveniently  to  make  the  return  journey  at  noon, 
and  where  buses  are  not  provided,  the  school  dinner  becomes  a  convenient 
solution  of  the  difficulty. 

Provision  of  Milk  in  Schools. 

The  scheme  for  providing  milk  in  schools  continues,  and  in  December,  1936, 
1,014  bottles  (containing  one-third  of  a  pint)  were  supplied  free  to  poor  children 
each  day,  and  5,983  at  a  charge  of  id.  each,  making  a  total  of  6,997  bottles. 
All  children  on  free  dinners  also  have  milk  free,  and  the  balance  are  children 
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who  in  the  opinion  of  the  Medical  Officer  need  milk  but  whose  parents  cannot 
afford  it.  Apart  from  children  who  dislike  milk  or  who  for  some  other  reason 
are  not  having  it,  there  seems  to  be  some  disinclination  among  older  children, 
especially  boys,  to  take  advantage  of  the  milk  scheme.  At  medical  inspections 
it  is  frequently  found  that  undernourished  twelve-year-old  boys  are  not  having 
milk  though  the  parents  can  well  afford  it  ;  often,  after  a  little  encouragement 
and  persuasion,  they  will  begin  to  take  it. 

At  one  school  a  number  of  cases  of  transient  illness,  characterised  by 
sickness  and  vomiting,  were  reported,  and  it  was  supposed  that  the  school 
milk  was  the  cause.  Careful  enquiry  and  examination  failed  to  establish  definite 
evidence  as  to  the  nature  of  the  illness  or  its  exact  cause,  and  all  the  children 
affected  had  completely  recovered  in  a  very  short  time. 

All  school  supplies  continue  to  be  carefully  supervised.  At  the  end  of  the 
year  all  supplies  except  two  were  from  Accredited  Milk  farms.  The  exceptions 
are  farms  where  delay  is  caused  only  by  small  technical  difficulties. 

CO-OPERATION  OF  VOLUNTARY  BODIES. 

The  Crippled  Children’s  Union. 

The  work  done  by  this  Union  for  our  children  suffering  from  orthopaedic 
defects  during  1936  can  be  divided  into  two  parts.  31  children  were  referred  to 
Dr.  Bateman  at  the  Champness  Hall  during  the  first  nine  months  of  the  year. 


The  following  is  the  classification  of  defects  found  : — 

Deformities  of  the  foot  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Flatfoot  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Inflammatory  conditions  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Other  abnormalities  of  bones  and  joints  ...  ...  6 

Postural  defects  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Not  requiring  treatment  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 


31 


19  new  cases  were  admitted  as  in-patients  to  the  Memorial  Home  during  the 
year,  the  total  number  in  residence  during  some  part  of  the  year  being  45. 

An  outline  of  the  Committee’s  plans  for  extending  the  scope  of  the  Cripples’ 
Union  work  was  included  in  the  1935  Report.  These  plans  were  elaborated 
during  1936  and  finally  completed,  work  being  started  at  the  new  Clinic  on 
October  1st,  and  the  building  formally  opened  later.  The  new  premises  consist 
of  an  up-to-date  and  completely  equipped  gymnasium,  with  consulting  room, 
cloak  and  waiting  rooms,  and  the  admirable  object  of  the  Union  Committee  is 


94 


to  provide  remedial  treatment  by  massage,  exercises,  etc.,  for  all  kinds  of 
postural  defect  in  children.  A  list  had  been  prepared  by  the  School  Medical 
Officer  of  children  likely  to  benefit  by  such  treatment,  and  between  October 
1st  and  December  31st  167  new  cases  were  referred  to  Dr.  Bateman. 

Negotiations  between  the  Education  Committee  and  the  Cripples’  Union 
Committee  resulted  in  a  satisfactory  financial  arrangement  being  made  whereby 
the  Education  Committee  contributes  part  of  the  cost  incurred  in  this  extension 
of  the  facilities  available  for  school-children.  Altogether,  532  attendances  were 
made  at  the  Clinic  during  1936. 

The  majority  of  children  with  poor  posture  have  been  found  to  suffer  from 
some  spinal  abnormality,  chiefly  scoliosis  and  kyphosis  with  some  cases  of 
lordosis.  Many  of  these  children  are  undernourished,  and  the  provision  of  a  free 
school  milk-ration  has  been  recommended  in  all  cases  when  such  a  course 
seemed  advisable.  Children  attend  the  clinic  twice  a  week  for  treatment,  which 
is  carried  out  by  a  fully  qualified  masseuse  and  medical  gymnast,  with  an 
assistant.  All  cases  are  first  seen  by  Dr.  Bateman,  and  the  school  medical  ser¬ 
vice  continues  to  be  deeply  grateful  to  him  and  his  staff  for  their  courtesy  and 
willing  co-operation,  which  to  a  very  large  extent  account  for  the  smooth 
running  of  this  mutual  arrangement. 

The  National  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children. 

We  are  much  indebted  to  the  local  Inspector  of  the  Society  for  his  advice 
and  help  in  six  cases  of  neglect,  involving  eight  children,  which  were  referred 
to  him  by  the  Authority  during  1936.  Much  improvement  in  the  children’s 
condition  resulted  from  the  Inspector’s  work. 

The  Convalescent  Home  at  St.  Annes. 

During  1936.  65  children  who  had  been  ill  and  needed  a  change  of  air,  were 
admitted  to  the  Committee’s  Home  at  St.  Annes.  In  all  these  cases  there  was 
no  other  means  of  arranging  for  a  badlv-needed  holiday,  and  the  Authority  is 
most  grateful  for  this  help  in  expediting  the  recovery  of  their  children. 

The  Moorland  Home  at  Wardle. 

Children  needing  a  holiday  but  not  having  had  definite  illnesses  are  recom¬ 
mended  to  apply  to  the  Moorland  Home  Committee. 

The  Cinderella  Fund  of  the  “  Manchester  Evening  Chronicle.” 

A  further  two  parties  of  children  have  had  the  benefit  of  a  week’s  holiday 
at  Rossall  through  the  generosity  of  this  Fund. 

The  Clog  Fund. 

The  Head  Teachers’  special  fund  for  clogs  has  supplied  244  new  pairs 
of  clogs  to  necessitous  children  and  has  paid  for  repairs  to  eight  pairs  of  clogs 
and  one  pair  of  shoes. 
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Blind,  Deaf  and  Epileptic  Children,  including  other  Defectives. 

Apart  from  the  children  who  attend  the  two  special  schools  in  the  Rochdale 
area,  50  Rochdale  children  attend  special  schools  in  other  districts  :  — 

Four  are  at  Blind  Schools  ; 

Eleven  arc  at  Certified  Schools  for  the  Deaf ; 

Six  are  at  Certified  Schools  for  Epileptics  ; 

Twenty  are  at  Certified  Schools  for  Tuberculosis  ; 

Four  are  at  Certified  Schools  for  Mental  Defectives  ; 

Five  are  at  other  institutions  for  Mental  Defectives. 

Children  and  Young  Persons’  Act,  1933. 

In  connection  with  this  Act  24  children  and  young  persons  have  been  ex¬ 
amined  for  the  completion  of  the  Medical  Certificate  required  in  the  event  of 
their  admission  to  Home  Office  Approved  Schools. 


Cost  of  Medical  Inspection. 


The  cost  of  Medical  Inspection  and  Treatment  from  April 

1st,  1935,  to 

March 

31st,  1936,  was  as  follows  : — 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Salaries  ...  ...  ...  . 

...  1,898 

14 

9 

Printing,  Stationery  and  Postage 

68 

1 

7 

Drugs,  Materials,  Apparatus  (including  Spectacles) 

...  238 

15 

4 

Hospitals,  Nursing  Associations,  etc.... 

...  129 

4 

0 

Travelling 

27 

17 

8 

Rent  . 

...  279 

19 

1 

Fuel,  Lighting,  Cleaning 

11 

5 

9 

Upkeep  ...  ...  ... 

11 

7 

1 

Conveyance  of  Children 

78 

11 

7 

TOTAL 

£2,743 

16 

10 

Recovered  from  Parents 

...  £162 

7 

2 

I  have  once  again  to  acknowledge  the  high  standard  of  the  work  carried 
out  during  the  year  by  Dr.  Nora  Mills,  Assistant  School  Medical  Officer.  The 
proper  working  of  this  department  has  been  considerably  facilitated  by  the 
appointment,  in  the  last  quarter  of  the  year,  of  a  part-time  Assistant  Medical 
Officer  and  an  additional  School  Nurse. 

I  am  in  particular  indebted  to  Dr.  Mills  for  the  preparation  of  this  Report, 
and  to  the  Secretary  and  Staff  of  the  Education  Department  for  their  Assistance 
in  respect  of  the  statistical  portions  of  the  Report. 


Public  Health  Offices, 
Rochdale. 

12th  April,  1937. 


School  Medical  Officer. 
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TABLE  I. 

Return  of  Medical  Inspections,  1st  January  to  31st  December,  1936. 


A. — Routine  Medical  Inspections. 


Number  of  Code  Group  Inspections — 

Elementary 

Secondary 

Schools 

Schools 

Entrants 

831 

131 

Intermediates 

1037 

118 

Leavers . 

915 

54 

Total 

2783 

303 

B. — Other  Inspections. 

Number  of  Special  Inspections  at  Schools  . . 

394 

— 

Number  of  Special  Inspections  at  Clinic 

1723 

— 

Number  of  Re-inspections  at  Schools 

812 

— 

Number  of  Re-inspections  at  Clinics 

3719 

— 

Open  Air  School 

2769 

— 

Total  ••  ••  ••  •• 

9417 

C. — Children  Found  to  Require  Treatment. 


Group 

Number  of  Children 

Percentage  of 
Children  found 
to  require 
treatment 

Inspected 

Found  to  require 
treatment 

Code  Groups — 

E. 

S. 

E. 

S. 

E. 

S. 

Entrants . 

831 

131 

86 

23 

9.1% 

17.5% 

Intermediates 

1037 

118 

196 

17 

18.9% 

14.4% 

Leavers  . 

915 

54 

139 

18 

15.1% 

33.3% 

Total  (code  groups) 

2783 

303 

421 

58 

15.1% 

15.6% 

Other  routine  inspections 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

E. — Elementary  Schools.  S. — Secondary  Schools 
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TABLE  II. 

A. — Return  of  Defects  found  by  Medical  Inspection  in  the  Year  ended 

31st  December,  1936. 


Defect  or  Disease 

(i) 

Routine 

Inspections 

Special 

Inspections 

No.  of 

Defects 

No.  of 
Defects 

1  -^Requiring  treatment 

Requiring  to  be  kept 

r-'  under  observation, 

but  not  requiring 

treatment 

^Requiring  treatment 

Requiring  to  be  kept 

under  observation, 

but  not  requiring 

treatment 

E. 

S. 

E. 

S. 

E. 

E. 

Ringworm — 

Scalp  . 

1 

•  •  • 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

Body  . 

•  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

kin 

Scabies  . 

1 

•  t  • 

•  •  • 

.  •  • 

Impetigo  . 

5 

•  •  • 

.  .  . 

8 

Other  Diseases  (non-T uberculous)  . . . 

5 

11 

1 

2 

2 

/  Blepharitis  . 

17 

•  •  • 

1 

5 

Conjunctivitis . 

1 

•  t  * 

.  .  . 

1 

Keratitis  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

.  .  . 

1 

ye  -i 

Corneal  Opacities 

.  .  . 

•  •  • 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

Defective  Vision  (excluding  Squint)  ... 

122 

18 

40 

3 

95 

20 

Squint 

23 

•  •  • 

10 

2 

1 

\  Other  Conditions 

2 

... 

1 

... 

... 

Defective  Hearing 

2 

1 

... 

6 

ar 

Otitis  Media 

13 

•  •  • 

•  .  • 

7 

.  •  • 

Other  Ear  Diseases  . 

37 

... 

1 

9 

... 

Enlarged  Tonsils  only  ... 

46 

44 

2 

ose  and 

Adenoids  only . 

1 

... 

2 

6 

•  •  • 

rhroat 

Enlarged  Tonsils  and  Adenoids 

25 

•  •  • 

14 

10 

•  •  • 

Other  Conditions 

20 

•  •  • 

5 

23 

•  .  . 

nlarged 

Cervical  Glands  (Non-Tuberculous) 

9 

•  •  . 

10 

.  .  . 

•  .  . 

efective  Speech  ...  ...  . 

6 

.  .  . 

2 

12 

1 

peth — Dental  Diseases 

(see  Table  IV.,  Group  V.) 

Heart 

(  Heart  Disease — 

|and 

Organic 

•  •  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

2 

Ircula- 

Functional . 

20 

20 

1 

.  .  . 

.  .  • 

Ition 

t  Anaemia .  . 

6 

2 

•  •  • 

4 

•  .  • 

Ings 

Bronchitis  . 

5 

1 

•  *  . 

.  .  . 

•  .  • 

i  Other  Non-Tuherculous  Diseases 
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TABLE  II. — (continued). 


Pulmonary — 

Definite  . 

E. 

S. 

E. 

S. 

E. 

E. 

Suspected  . 

Non-pulmonary — 

Tuber- 

Glands  . 

culosis 

Spine  . 

Hip . 

... 

Other  Bones  and  Joints . 

Skin  . 

Other  Forms  . 

Nervous 

System 

Epilepsy  . 

Chorea . 

Other  Conditions  . 

2 

2 

2 

7 

Deform¬ 
ities  ’ 

Rickets . 

Spinal  Curvature  . 

5 

2 

... 

... 

Other  Forms  (includi’g  postural  defects) 

45 

42 

40 

6 

16 

1 

Other  Defects  and  Diseases  . 

44 

2 

14 

1 

35 

... 

Total  ... 

463 

74 

210 

13 

253 

27 

E. — Elementary.  S. — Secondary. 


TABLE  II. — (continued). 

B. — Classification  of  Nutrition. 


Age  Groups 

Number  of 
Children 
Inspected 

A. 

(Excellent) 

B. 

(Normal) 

C. 

(Slightly 

subnormal) 

D. 

(Bad) 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

Entrants 

831 

163 

19.6 

643 

77.3 

25 

3.0 

... 

... 

Second  Age- 

group 

1037 

97 

9.3 

824 

79.5 

109 

10.5 

7 

.6 

Third  Age-group 

915 

157 

17.1 

679 

74.2 

76 

8.3 

3 

.3 

Total 

2783 

417 

14.9 

2146 

77.1 

210 

7.5 

10 

.3 

Boys’  High  School 

154 

32 

20.7 

115 

74.6 

6 

3.8 

1 

.6 

Girls’  High  School 

149 

101 

67.7 

47 

31.5 

1 

.6 

... 

... 

Total 

303 

133 

43.8 

162 

53.4 

7 

2.3 

1 

.3 
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TABLE  III. — Return  of  all  Exceptional  Children  in  the  Area. 


Nature  of  Defect 

At  Certified 
Special 
Schools 

At  Public 
Elementa’y 
Schools 

At  Other 
Instituti’ns 

At  no 
School  or 
Institution 

Total 

Blindness  . 

3 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Partial  Blindness 

1 

2 

— 

1 

4 

Deafness  . 

10 

1 

— 

— 

11 

Partial  Deafness 

1 

1 

1 

— 

3 

Mental  Defect 

4 

64 

5 

11 

84 

Epilepsy  . 

2 

4 

— 

6 

12 

Pulmonary  Tuber¬ 
culosis 

10 

22 

5 

— 

37 

Non-Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

10 

14 

1 

— 

25 

Delicate  Children 

99 

34 

2 

3 

138 

Crippling 

20 

60 

1 

4 

85 

Heart  Disease 

3 

13 

— 

1 

17 

lultiple  Defects— 

Crippled  and  M.D.  ... 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

Crippled  and  Epileptic 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Crippled  and  Blind  ... 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 
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TABLE  IV. 

Return  of  Defects  Treated  during  the  Year  ended  31st  December,  1936. 

Treatment  Table. 

Group  I. — Minor  Ailments  (excluding  uncleanliness,  for  which  see  Group  VI.). 

Number  of  Defects  treated,  or  under 

‘treatment  during  the  year 


Disease  or  Defect 

(1) 

Under  the 
Authority’s 
Scheme 
(2) 

Otherwise 

(3) 

Total 

(4) 

Skin — 

Ringworm — Scalp  . 

62 

62 

Ringworm — Body  . 

28 

28 

Scabies  . 

2 

2 

Impetigo  . 

475 

475 

Other  skin  diseases . 

192 

192 

Minor  Eye  Defects  . 

102 

102 

(External  and  other,  but  excluding 
cases  falling  in  Group  II.) 

Minor  Ear  Defects  . 

269 

•  •  • 

269 

Miscellaneous . 

2788 

•  •  • 

2788 

(e.g.,  minor  injuries,  bruises,  sores, 
chilblains,  etc.) 

Total  . 

3918 

Nil 

3918 

TABLE  IV. — (Continued). 

Group  II. — Defective  Vision  and  Squint  (excluding  Minor  Eye  Defects 
treated  as  Minor  Ailments — Group  I.). 


Number  of  Defects  dealt  with 

Defect  or  Disease 

Under 

the 

Authority’s 

Scheme 

Submitted  to 
refraction  by 
private  prac¬ 
titioner  or  at 
hospital, 
apart 
from  the 
Authority's 
Scheme 

Otherwise 

Total 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

Errors  of  Refractions  including 
Squint  . 

545 

545 

Other  Defect  or  Disease  of  the 
eyes  (excluding  those  recorded 
in  Group  I.)  . 

. 

_ 

Total . 

545 

... 

... 

545 
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Total  number  of  children  for  whom  spectacles  were  prescribed  : — 

(a)  Under  the  Authority’s  Scheme  .  468 

(b)  Otherwise  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  77 

Total  number  of  children  who  obtained  or  received  spectacles : — 

(a)  Under  the  Authority’s  Scheme  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  534 

(b)  Otherwise  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Group  III. — Treatment  of  Defects  of  Nose  and  Throat. 

Number  of  Defects. 


Received  Operative  Treatment 


(i ) 

31 


Under  the 
Authority’s 
Scheme,  in 
Clinic  or 
Hospital 


By  Private 
Practitioner 
or  Hospital, 
apart  from  the 
Authority’s 
Scheme 


Total 


Received 
other 
forms  of 
Treatment 


Total 

number 

treated 


(1) 


(ii ) 


(hi.) 

14 


(iv.) 


(2) 


U-) 


(ii.) 


(hi.) 


(iv.) 


(3) 


(i) 

31 


(ii.) 


(hi.) 

14 


(iv.) 


(4) 


(5) 


45 


(i.)  Tonsils  only. 

(ii.)  Adenoids  only. 

(iii.)  Tonsils  and  Adenoids. 

(iv.)  Other  defects  of  the  Nose  and  Throat. 


TABLE  IV.— (Continued). 

Group  IV. — Orthopaedic  and  Postural  Defects. 


Under  the  Authority’s  Scheme 

Otherwise 

Residential 

Treatment 

with 

Education 

Residential 

Treatment 

without 

Education 

Non- 

residential 
Treatment 
at  an 

Orthopaedic 

Clinic 

Residential 

Treatment 

with 

Education 

Residential 

Treatment 

without 

Education 

Non- 

Residential 
Treatment 
at  an 

Orthopaedic 

Clinic 

Total 

Number 

Treated 

Number 

of 

Children 

Treated 

_ 

. 

167 

45 

_ 

21 

233 
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TABLE  IV. — (Continued). 

Group  V. — Dental  Defects. 

(1)  Number  of  Children  who  were  : — 

(a)  Inspected  by  the  Dentist — 


Routine  Age  Groups 


6  .  1910 

7  .  1944 

8  .  1882 

9  .  2204 

10  .  16  ' 

11  .  14 

12  .  16  Open-Air  School 

13  .  10 

14  .  4 


Grand  Total  .  8000 


(b)  Found  to  require  treatment  during  Inspection  .  4766 

(c)  Actually  treated — Routines  2679  )  „ftl9 

—Specials  933  )  . 

(d)  Re-treated  during  the  year  as  the  result  of  periodical 

examination  .  .  1700 


(2)  Half-days  devoted  to — Inspection 

102 

Treatment 

340 

Total  . . 

..  442 

(3)  Attendances  made  by  children  for  treatment  . . 

•  •  •  • 

..  4161 

(4)  Fillings — Permanent  teeth 

1068 

Temporary  teeth 

77 

Total  . . 

..  1145 

(5)  Extractions — Permanent  teeth  . . 

473 

Temporary  teeth  . . 

5454 

Total  . . 

. .  5927 

(6)  Administrations  of  General  anaesthetics  for  extractions 

. .  — 

(7)  Other  operations  . .  Permanent  teeth 

62 

Temporary  teeth 

54 

Total  . . 

116 

Group  VI. — Uncleanliness  and  Verminous  Conditions. 

(i.)  Average  number  of  visits  per  school  made  during  the  year  by  the 

School  Nurses  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  3 

(ii.)  Total  number  of  examinations  of  children  in  the  Schools  by  School 

Nurses  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  14291 

(iii.)  Number  of  individual  children  found  unclean  . .  . .  . .  722 

(iv.)  Number  of  children  cleansed  under  arrangements  made  by  the 

Local  Education  Authority  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  Nil 

(v.)  Number  of  cases  in  which  legal  proceedings  were  taken  : — 

(a)  Under  the  Education  Act,  1921  . .  . .  . .  . .  Nil 

(b)  Under  the  School  Attendance  Byelaws  . .  . .  . .  Nil 


